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ENGLISH SECTION (Hindi terms in brackets)

The Parliamentary System: Legislature and

Executive
Class 8 Social Science * Chapter 6 * Detailed Notes + Important QEA + Board Questions (2026-

27)

Chapter Review in Easy Language

1. India's Parliament
After independence the Constitution gave citizens the right to govern themselves, with

universal adult franchise. People directly elect Lok Sabha members; the majority group forms

the government, so the government works with the people's consent. There have been 17 Lok

Sabhas since 1952; the 18th was formed in June 2024. The Parliament is the supreme

legislative body (makes laws) and controls and guides the government. The Parliament is

bicameral: the President + Lok Sabha (House of the People, lower house) + Rajya Sabha

(Council of States, upper house).

> Lok Sabha: direct election; maximum 550 members envisaged. Rajya Sabha: indirect
election; seats for each state depend on population (both Houses' seats are population-
based).

> Why two Houses: a single directly elected house was thought inadequate; Rajya Sabha
reflects federalism (power shared between centre, states, local governments).
Parliamentary democracy was inspired by Britain, but also by ancient republics
(mahajanapadas), village panchayats and experience in colonial councils.

> Presiding officers: Speaker (elected by Lok Sabha members); Vice President chairs Rajya
Sabha. Sengol (Chola-period sceptre symbolising just rule) is near the Speaker's chair.
Interpretation is available in many Indian languages (12, plus six more added).

2. Legislative functions of Parliament

> Constitutional: elect President and Vice President, amend the Constitution, uphold
democracy, separation of powers, federalism, Fundamental Rights and Directive
Principles.

> Lawmaking: a bill (draft law) becomes an act. Steps: introduction in either House —
reading — (often) Standing Committee — clause-by-clause discussion and amendments —
vote and passing — same process in the other House — President's assent — Gazette
notification. Example: RTE Act, 2009 (Article 21A, 86th Amendment 2002: free and
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compulsory education for ages 6-14). A Money Bill can be introduced only in the Lok
Sabha, with the President's prior recommendation.

> Executive accountability: PM and ministers answer to Lok Sabha through Question Hour
(usually first hour) and committees.

> Financial accountability: Parliament approves and monitors spending through the annual
budget.

3. The Union Executive
Union Executive = President, Vice President, Council of Ministers headed by the PM;

ministers are chosen from MPs and are collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha.

> President: Head of State, nominal head of the executive; appoints PM and ministers,
summons Parliament, gives assent to bills; may use discretion in crises (e.g. no clear
majority).

> Prime Minister: de facto executive authority; leader of the majority party/coalition in Lok
Sabha; leads the Council of Ministers, coordinates ministries, shapes national policy,
advises the President. Civil servants (permanent officials) implement laws.

> Ministerial responsibility example: Lal Bahadur Shastri resigned as Railway Minister
after a train accident (1956).

4. Legislature vs Executive

Aspect Legislature Executive

Composition President + Lok Sabha + Rajya President, VP, Council of Ministers
Sabha under PM

Main role makes laws, oversees executive enforces laws

Bills can introduce some bills introduces most bills

Money sanctions expenses prepares and implements budget

5. Judiciary: checks and balances
The Judiciary interprets and applies laws and settles disputes; it is the custodian of the
Constitution and checks that laws passed by Parliament and actions of the executive do not
violate the Constitution. Separation of powers and checks and balances ensure no one organ
becomes too powerful.
6. State level
> State legislature (Vidhan Sabha): MLAs make laws on State List and Concurrent List.
Union List - only Union; State List - only states; Concurrent List (e.g. education) - both,

but Union law prevails (RTE applies nationwide).
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> States may be unicameral or bicameral (Vidhan Parishad): Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,

Karnataka, Maharashtra, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh are bicameral.

house

Feature Union State

Constitutional head | President (electoral college) Governor (appointed by
President)

Real executive head Prime Minister Chief Minister

Lower house / upper | Lok Sabha / Rajya Sabha Vidhan Sabha / Vidhan

Parishad (some)

Terms; Money bills 5 years; only Lok Sabha

5 years; only Vidhan Sabha

7. Challenges

Absenteeism of members, non-cooperative conduct, falling quality of debate and

disruptions of Question Hour reduce productivity (hours actually worked against scheduled).

Parliament meets in three sessions a year — Budget, Monsoon, Winter, usually 6 hours a day.
Sittings per Lok Sabha fell from 677 in the 1st Lok Sabha to 356 in the 13th.

Important Words & Terms (Glossary)

Term Meaning

Parliament President + Lok Sabha + Rajya Sabha.

Bicameral Legislature with two houses.

Federalism Power shared by centre, states and local bodies.
Speaker Presiding officer of the Lok Sabha.

Bill / Act Draft law / enacted law.

Standing Committee Permanent MPs' panel scrutinising government work.
Money Bill Financial bill; only in Lok Sabha.

Question Hour

MPs question ministers.

Head of State / de facto head

President nominal; PM real executive.

Civil servant

Permanent official implementing laws.

Union / State / Concurrent
List

Subjects for Union / States / both.

Checks and balances

Organs limit each other's power.
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W

> Parliament = President + Lok Sabha + Rajya Sabha (bicameral).

\4

Functions: constitutional, lawmaking, executive and financial accountability.

Y

Bill - committee — both Houses — President's assent — Gagzette.
RTE 2009: Article 21A, ages 6-14.

President = nominal head; PM = real executive.

A\

\4

Y

Council of Ministers collectively responsible to Lok Sabha.

\4

Union List, State List, Concurrent List.
Governor « President; CM < PM; Vidhan Sabha < Lok Sabha.

Bicameral states: AP, Bihar, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Telangana, UP.

Diagrams, Tables'€ Flowcharts = /17~ ™

[ Parliament J
1
1
[ Challenges ] : [ Lawmaking ]
1

PARLIAMENTARY
SYSTEM

1
[ State level ] . [ Executive ]
l
[ Judiciary ]

Concept map of Chapter 6

\4

Y

Table: Three lists of subjects

List Who makes laws Example
Union List only Parliament national matters
State List only State legislature state matters
Concurrent List both; Union law prevails education, environment
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Flowchart: How a bill becomes an act

Reading; Discussion, President's
Introduced in ) Other House
Standing amendments, assent;
a House ) repeats
Committee vote Gazette

Important Questions with Answers (From the Lesson)

1. What is a bicameral legislature and why does India have one?
Ans. A legislature with two houses — Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. Constitution makers felt
one directly elected house was inadequate and wanted a Council of States in the spirit of
federalism.

2. Name the main functions of Parliament.
Ans. Constitutional functions, lawmaking, executive accountability and financial
accountability.

3. How does a bill become an act? (RTE example)
Ans. Introduced in a House, read, often sent to a Standing Committee, discussed clause by
clause, voted; repeated in the other House; then President's assent and Gazette
notification. RTE (2009) followed the 86th Amendment (Article 21A, 2002).

4. What is Question Hour?
Ans. A period (usually the first hour) when MPs ask ministers about government policies
and activities, holding the executive accountable.

5. Who is the real executive head and who is the nominal head?
Ans. The Prime Minister (with the Council of Ministers) is the de facto executive; the
President is the Head of State and nominal executive head.

6. How is the Prime Minister chosen?
Ans. The President appoints the leader of the majority party or coalition in the Lok Sabha,
who must keep the majority's support.

7. How do the Legislature and Executive differ?
Ans. The Legislature makes laws and oversees the executive; the Executive enforces laws,
introduces most bills and prepares and implements the budget.

8. What is the role of the Judiciary?
Ans. It interprets laws, settles disputes and is custodian of the Constitution, checking that

laws and executive actions respect it.
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9. Explain the Union, State and Concurrent Lists.
Ans. Union List: only Parliament legislates; State List: only states; Concurrent List (e.g.
education): both, but Union law prevails.

10. Compare Union and State executives.
Ans. Governor (appointed by President) is the nominal head and Chief Minister the real
head at state level, mirroring President and PM; both councils of ministers are collectively
responsible to the lower house.

11. What challenges affect legislatures?
Ans. Absenteeism, non-cooperative conduct, poorer debates and disruptions of Question

Hour, lowering productivity and sittings.

Board-Pattern Qttestions = t Mark /17~ &% |

1. How many Houses does Parliament have? (1)
Ans. Two (bicameral).
2. Who presides over the Lok Sabha? (1)
Ans. The Speaker.
3. Who is the chairperson of Rajya Sabha? (1)
Ans. The Vice President.
4. What is a draft law called? (1)
Ans. A bill.
5. Which Article provides free education for ages 6-14? (1)
Ans. Article 21A.
6. Which house introduces Money Bills? (1)
Ans. Lok Sabha.
7. To whom is the Council of Ministers collectively responsible? (1)
Ans. Lok Sabha.
8. Who is the constitutional head of a state? (1)
Ans. The Governor.
9. Name one subject in the Concurrent List. (1)
Ans. Education.
10. Name a bicameral state. (1)

Ans. Karnataka (or Bihar, UP, Maharashtra, AP, Telangana).
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Board-Pattern Questions -3 Marks

1. Describe the composition of Parliament. (3)
Ans. Parliament is the President plus two Houses: the directly elected Lok Sabha (lower
house, maximum 550 members) and the indirectly elected Rajya Sabha (upper house, seats
based on state population).

2. How does Parliament hold the executive accountable? (3)
Ans. Through Question Hour, committees where ministries explain their policies, and by
approving and monitoring expenditure via the budget; the Council of Ministers is
collectively responsible to the Lok Sabha.

3. Write the powers and functions of the President. (3)
Ans. Head of State and nominal head of the executive; appoints the PM and ministers,
summons Parliament and gives assent to bills; uses discretion in crises like no clear
majority.

4. What is separation of powers? (3)
Ans. Power is divided among the Legislature (makes laws), Executive (enforces laws) and

Judiciary (interprets laws); each checks the others so none becomes too powerful.

Board-Pattern Questions — 5 Marks
1. Explain the process by which a bill becomes an act, with the RTE example. (5)

Ans. A bill is introduced in either House, read, often sent to a Standing Committee,
discussed clause by clause and amended, then voted. The same process occurs in the other
House. After the President's assent it is notified in the Gazette and becomes an act. RTE:
based on Directive Principles; the 86th Amendment (2002) added Article 21A; tabled in
Rajya Sabha, studied by a committee; passed by Lok Sabha and given assent in August
2009. Money Bills originate only in the Lok Sabha.

2. Compare the Union and State governments. (5)
Ans. Union: President (elected by electoral college) is nominal head, PM is real executive;
Parliament has Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha; legislates on Union and Concurrent Lists;
money bills only in Lok Sabha. State: Governor (appointed by President) is nominal head
and Chief Minister the real executive; Vidhan Sabha with optional Vidhan Parishad,;
legislates on State and Concurrent Lists; money bills only in Vidhan Sabha. Both have

flve-year terms and councils of ministers collectively responsible to the lower house.
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f&=ET T (Hindi Section)
e gaeyT : faurfaaT =0T «EdvqrfeaT

FAIT 8 ATATITS (AT o ITATT 6 o FTETT AT + AT TIT-IAL + TS T (2026-27)

1. TR & 698
FAAAT & ATE GG - AT Al GIEaATHE IR QTR & G SG9Ta=T

AT ATIERI [T | AT AREIT TEEFT & G TS & ; TGAT TG AR 74T 7,

HT: FLHT AT 6l AEATT & A & | 1952 F T T 17 ATHaTE 55 ; 1857

2024 F T | GHT 1= [qUTEAT GIT & (FEA IATCT 7) AT GERIC A fqa@faa T

frefare wdm 7 | 99T fgae e 8 Tl + ATRaHT (S-9, f=ar 9a9) +

TSIGAT (TSIT &l IR, FIL &) |

> ATRENT : ToIel AT ; AT § ATTahas 550 97 | ToqqWT : STATeT 9419 ;
AT il Hie FE©qT I% AT |

> I ST FA1: haol U Foel [Matfad da AT qHT 4T ; ToaaHT §9a1E At
Tl & (ITTad g, T 3T ST S8R § §4) | 90 Aihd o fged q Ia &,
AT &1 AT MRS T (AETS9aD), UTH G=EdT 7 AT 19 TRl & ST
AT

> TrSTEIT STTIAT : STeTey (THaT) (FRTIT AT g4 5) ; SWISEITd T T &
MY | §I (FTA-AA T TSIE S, =TI ITET T T 1dh) STTeT il HFT 6 9
& | IE A HTYTSA H§ eare-aar (12, fRe g7 i) |

2. 99T & fqurar &4

> GRYTHS : TEATq-STTSe Il T IATT, G G9TET, ATha o, T -TIFR,
qeaTe, Hifds e =y Tifa-Fewre fagiar & v |

> fafyr-fastor: fedge @ & ) stfufaasr aar & | =9 feer i e &
T — AT — (I7:) ST AT - FSa T=91 7 99T - Jaa™ § I -
TEL ST H gal ThaT - W Ifa S SIEid — Terae A== | Jareor : ferar
FT TR AT, 2009 (== 21A, 8631 HHET 2002: 6-14 5 & T=31 T
fresrea stfamer foretm) | o=t faraae daet AT 7, Tredfa &t g fashrfoer & =
qeara |

> HTAYTIASRT Sl FTATIRET : THAHAT AT HAT TIARTA (T : TEAT =) AL qHqar
& TR ATRTHT & T Taraes |

> fa SaTeRET: 99 qUiNS a9 & 209 f a2 T #dar & |
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3. G wrAqTiART

> HHIT RIAITTART = TSI, SIS, TATHAT & Aqed § A9 ; 7=
e H 8 I FA0 & AL ATRTNT & TTT GRY(edh €7 § IAEAT & |

> IS : WS -THE, RIAAT AR &l ATHHTT THE ; TIEHAT T JA9T & T,
HHE &7 AT, (Tt W S ia; q6e § (9 &0 agqq T an) faarfyare ar
TINT &Y TFhaT & |

> FHTHAT : qTEA T AT ; ARTAT H TEHT SAATSTET AT AT ; AT 6T
T, HATAIT H GH=ad, T AT AT, TS qid & 978 | did a9 (ST
AT AT AN S & |

> HAT ITETIT & T ILTEL 2 1956 H T THEAT & A8 LA HAT ATA q81gC ATEAT 1

TEATWRT T |
4. farfasT e wrdaTfeaT
R [EEuRET FTAqTIART
T TSI + ATRTT + TSFTqHT | TS T, SIS, W= &l
IERIEA S
q&T T FITA TATT, RIAITTART &l HIA AT FAT
T
EERED T3, [aa® AT dahel & rfaaiyr fasas AT &
g = Ied vl 5 € FATAT T AN] FAT &
5. STIqTieAaT : (=E=r ST} §qar=

STIITIASRT FAT T SATEAT T TINT FAT A fqare gamr 8 ; 98 gfadrr @ir
& & 3 AT & [ TG & Al TAT RAIT AR Al HATSAT GTTETT ST
AT T HL | I -TIFRT A AHTT-ATAT s T ST AT TId AFFqarer
TET &TaT |
6. ST &
> e fayriaaT (FEramseaT) : framas = g1 i g9adt 91 92 S a7 & |

Y AT - a9 ; ST AT - Hdol 5T ; GHIAT GET (319 [9r8dT) - 47, W EHT

& &I AT (RTE T Z9 H A1) |
> TS THHE A7 fgaesia (e 1iwe) &7 9ad & : iy Yo, fagT, wiew,
HETUSE, AT, I VW (gaeiT & |
fa@yar g9 T
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SERNEER L) revfa (Far=s dso) TSI (TS &I
1)

rEqiasd FIAITASR | TIAHAT qAHAT

T /ST geT | AEEIT / TSI ET ferameenT / fraer i (@39)

AR ; O 59V ; FaeT ATRTAT 59V ; Fael ([quT=eT

EERED

7. getaat
gl &Y ATINATT, SFTFEITN FIRT, T8 T T UET 3T TIAhRTT 7
TTUT IUTEHaT (FTRT 9697 & J19e arias ad-9<) 9T & | 998 a¥ § ai 931

~ q9(€, AT, MARTAIT - H dedl &, I AT 6 6 | AT AT HT 98 T8l

ATRTAT & 677 T T<? 1397 F 356 75 7% |
m
= e / qfTeT

NEEES ST + ATREHT + ToET |

EGECIRE A | aTeAT (T |

SECIC &g, AT AT ST M= 7 I &r deqmT |
AT ATRET AT TSTH I ATTHRET |

ferarge / sttt FIE AT ATET / I & |

I IRIRSIT TR T 0 ST d O aTAT ATFar sl ST JiEfd |
g feugs o fougs ; fgd AT | |

EECEDICH qiEs §9T 8 999 T8 & |
TSI / qTEaiaad THE | g AT ; TIEHAT aediad draarda |
IERSELD FITA AT HIA ATAT SITAT AR |

Y /U9 /qHaar g9y |89/ T=dt / &A1 & favT |

fg=r e Hge 3T U gAY &l I SITHT R & |

g (gia T g7 {43

> HET = LI + AR + TegadT (fgae= ) |

> & Gy, fater-fAair, srrarfaesr T fa<ia saEesn)
> fauae - "afafq - SET g7 - weafd fir S fd - T |

> RTE 2009: =57 21A, 3T 6-14 |
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\4

> TITA o TSeqid ; JEIHAT © PM; [a™=aT o dadar |
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T 6 T ATIVUT-HH =T
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T[T RIT qATAT & IITECT

SRl

Fad 99 EADREA D

T qST
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qHEAT AT
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1. fgaeig faufaer ST SR H F=T 8 2
ST &N AT ATCAT [THTTART — ATRTHT A TG | Fiae= Foiarst & ao
foh aet U goorer Matad 9e SA9aT=T & 3T §9a1e &l Ta=T & TSdt ff IRvE
TET |

2. 99T & {&T &4 qare |
IOX: gaurie &, fafur-faior, sErarfasr i SaEean =i faxie SaEesn |

3. feags srfufaas & s9aT ® 2 (RTE I=TEA)
I : [T Ga= 7 W, TR ITET, T ST QT &l JST 9T, G397 99t T
& ; AL 9 H gal; (R Iseqfa @ &g A a5+ | RTE (2009) 863
YT (=52 21A, 2002) & qT& 4T |

4. IHTA FATR ?
IO 95 THT (AT : THAT 5eT) T qrde S8l gt & maratar 9¢ =4t &
TIT T &, (199 RAITAHT Saaag a=ar & |

5. qrEqafad A ATHATT AIEITAS THE i & 2
I : TIEHAT (HIRYE afga) arias araaTda & ; Tl TS -T5T A7
ATHHTT TH4 & |

6. TITHAT T IIT hd &raT 8 2
ITC: TSI ATRAT H TEHA & AT ST & T &l (g3 a7, i agqa
FT Y FATT TGAT &1dT & |

7. frafaeT TR T Tiaar §# F4T a< 8 ?
I : [T ST FATAT T AT ART FT (FARTAT ST 8 3 FIEAITART RITT
AT T, ATHRIIT [TITF ATAT AT A AT AN] Rl & |

8. TTAITART Al [fHAT F TR ?
AT & [ @ 30 FEITTART A wEATS ST AT ITAT SV |

9. §Y, ST A GHAAT G941 GAKTS |
IO 6T Gl : ol GHE HA aATAT & 5 T GAT: hagol T ; GHAAT AT (SrF
foreaT) : T, 9T FT AT AT |

10. T ST AT FTAITIART Sl AT H |

ITC: ST H TSTITA (ST G &) AT AT J&9 =T aredias 999 &,
ST TS 3T PM; T9T ARV f=er 9e & gfq afes IaeEr 8 |
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11. ferarfaaTeit & wraTst 7 F9T aaat & 2
I : AT, SFEEINT AGRTL, TEdT Taa-uadT AT TITahTed J ardr, e

IATE AT 3T Sa Tear & |

TSt yor-13
1. g9 ¥ fRaar aer §2 (1)
3o ar (fgae) |
2. ATHRGHT T TRAT Hie wear s 2 (1)
3L : AT (BT |
3. ST &T qTIq @it e 2 (1)
3T : ST |
4. AT & ATET A FATFEA & 2 (1)
3o fuas |
5. 6-14 3 &Y fo7:3o= feram fr-ar A= 2arg 2 (1)
3T AT=2 21A|
6. 9T fraaa FIT-97 q& Tegd dLdT & 2 (1)
IOC: ATRAT |
7. #wfafoye feas wfa arfes ST & 3T@ET R 2 (1)
3L : ATRENT |
8. ST &I AT T A & 2 (1)
94T : TS99l |
9. GHEAT GET & U (a9 qqr=ir | (1)
I furam |
10. U fEEE T T<F &7 A1 Iaqrir | (1)
I Fled (AT 8T, IN., HEWTSE, 3T, T |

qre-Ued U9 - 3 &

1. §9€ & =T qarer | (3)
I §9% = WT(d + &l & : 7o I & [araa Area T (F=ar &, stfasad 550
HEE) AT AT M ToadHI T (ST &, TS dl SEAT & ATET
i) |

2. HHE RATTAHRT & T8 Hd 1T 8 2 (3)
I : T, HHAIT (S| HATAT THaaT GHATT 5) AT a5 g7 3T dil
et & fmrr & wfrafias deaaT & afa aegfas SaveErar s |
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3. Trgufa &t wfeadt ik &4 fo@r | (3)
I : T -THT AT RIAITTART T ATHATT THE ; PM T H49T &F g, 995 & r
A, faaaat I &S la; BT ag9q T &4 SH Hehe F [qaariear |

4. fea-TIFRCT FTR 2 (3)
I ST [T (@ I, RIEAITART (AT RLAT) ST I AR
(FTEAT FIAT) T T & ; Tl dh gEU I FE0r 7@l & aTfen ls e taa
SfFa9TeAr T T |

=9t yor-5¢¢ ]
1. RTE & IS8T Gigd qqrAr (& fqugs sAfafaw s aqara 1 (5)

I : faarae (9T 9e 7 eqa grar, 98T AT, I3 SIET 9 &6 Sar, 9477
I9T T HUT Z1AT 37 [/ Aae g1aT 8 | §9¢ 9a7 H gat IhaT &dr & | TSsedfa
FI F R & A& TATT H ATIG =T &I ATIF7 a=ar & | RTE: Afa-FHeos
frgiat 9= e ; 864 HITHT (2002) & AT=E8 21 A ST ; TSI@NT 7 W&,
ATT T 37T AT ; 3T 2009 § ATRET § TR AT S | 9 [aua®
FIA ATHTITH AT & |

2. G AT AT LRI dF gorT &4 | (5)
I9C: 99 e dfa (Hat=s g8« g fAaifea) amaEr 9@, PM ardfas
FAITAS ; TS H ATRTHT- LTSI G T HIAT GoT I A ; 9 (T saer
ATRENT 7 | 9T T (g qia T (g a) FHETT T9q@ A7 771
ATEATad REAITAR ; [T, Idhfeda (@ TRYE ; T § a9adT g91 90
T ; O (T T haof ([G=EHT H | T & AR T g AL H AT (oot
HaT & Ui A fES I |
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