Poem 5: The Ball Poem
Class 10 English - First Flight (Poem)

C'Aapfer Review
"The Ball Poew” ic by John Berryman. It deccribes a little boy who loses his
ball into the harbour.
The boy'e ball bouncee away and falle into the water. He ctands ctaring at
it, and the poet thinks about what he fecls.
The poet cays that the ball ic just a ball, but the boyc loge ic real. He has
lost a part of his childhood memoriec.

The poet decidec not to console him by offering money for a new ball. A
new ball would not replace the memory.

The boy ic learning his firet lescon in loss and responsibility in a world of
possessions. He must underctand that things can be lost, and life goes on.
The poet cays the boy must stand up and move ahead. Learning to bear
loss ic part of growing up.

Key Terme
Harbour — A place where chipe ctop and rest.

Intrude — To enter where one is not wanted.
Pogsescions — Thinge that one owns.
Recponsibility - Duty to care for comething.
Grief - Deep corvow.

Consolation — Comfort in corrow.

Locs — Not having comething any more.
/I/Iaturz‘ty - Being grown-up in thinking.
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Diagrame [ Flowcharte

The Boy'c Experience
Ball bovnces into the harbour
J
Boy stares at the water in grief
J
Poet decides not to intrude
l
Boy realises loss ic part of life
3

He learne responsibility and moves on

Boy vs Poet

—

The Boy

+ Sad and helplese
» Grieves for memories

\ «Learns a first lescon

—
) The Poet )
« Observes with sympathy
» Doe¢ ot offer money

\ « Wants him to learn on his own

About the Poet

o John Berryman (1919-1922) was an American poet who often wrote
about loss and cuffering.

Poetic Devices

o Imagery: the ball bouncing into the harbovr and the boy ctaring at the

* Metaphor: in the world of possessions’ meanc the world of material things.

. ,Qe,bet/‘f/ah: 'money i¢ external and the idea of loss.

© Free flowing centences chow the thinking of the poet.
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Theme

Locs ic part of life, and we must learn from it. True loss ic that of

memorieS, not t himgr.

Learning by experience ic better than being rescued by othere.

Jextbook Exercise Questions
Q-1 Why does the poet cay T would wot intrude on him"? Yhy not offer money
for ancther ball?
Ans. He wante the boy Lo learn. From the experience of loss, that lose ic an
important part of life. /Money would make the lescon worthlece and would

not teach him responsibility.

Q.2 Hac the boy had the ball for a long time? T it linked with the memoriec
of days when he played with it?
Ans. Yec. When the ball fell into the water, all his happy childhood memoriee
Hached before him. He realiced that thoce moments would never come

back, though he can buy a new ball.

Q.3 What does "in the world of possecsions” mean?
Ans. It means the world made of material thinge like land, property and
money. The losc of the ball ic emall, but it gives the boy the cense of loss.

Q-9 Do you think the boy lost anything earlier?
Ans. Mo. The worde 'he censec first responsibility in a world of possecsione’

chow that this ic his firet experience of losc.

Q.5 What ic the boy learning from the loss of the ball?
Ans. He ic learning that come things are loct forever and cannot be brought
back. He feels grief, learne responsibility and learns to ctand up and

move on.
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Q.6 Have you ever lost comething you [iked very much? How did you get over it?

Ans. Sample: I lost my pet dog in an accident. I was heartbroken. With time
and the love of my family, T recovered, but I otill miss him and remember
him with love.

Board Exam Questions (Important)
Q-1 Why does the poet not concole the boy? (3-4 finec)
Ans. The poet knowe that real concolation ic not buying ansther ball. The boy

must go through the grief and learn that loss i¢ a part of life. This
builde maturity.

Q.2 Reference to context: "He censes first responsibility in a world of
possecsiong.” Explain.
Ans. The boy realicec for the first time that things we own can be lost, and
that we must take care of them. It i¢ his firet leccon in responsibility.

Q.3 Value-baced: What does the poem teach ue about logs?
Ans. We chould accept loss with courage, learn from it, and move ahead in

lite. Memories are more valuable than things.
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