Chapter 5: State and Society up fo 1000 CE
AT S - e 7R FATT (1000 §. TF)

C'Aapfer Review

From about the cecond millennium BCE we get //teraly courcee (the Rig
Veda ic the earliest) along with archaeology, <o our knowledae of ctate and
cociely becomec richer. Society ic a cystem of cocial relationships among
people charing territory, culture and belonging, requlated mainly by custom.
A State ic an organiced political cystem based on rulec and laws with
defined rights and dutiec of rulere and cubjects.

The four edas: Rig lfeda (1,028 hymns, oldest), Yajur Veda (rituale of
yajna, prose explanations), Sama lfeda (Aymm' cet to music; base of the
ceven cvaras) and Atharva feda [Aymn:' for warding off evil and treating
ailments). Each lfeda has four parte: Sambhita, Brahmana, Aranyaka and
(/Pam‘gAad, The ear/y Rig lfeda was compoced in the ga,bta—g’ina//m region.
Early |fedic cociely was organiced into janas (clane bound by kinchip). The
Rig leda mentions about thirty janas; five (Yadu, Turvasha, Puru, Anu,
Drubyu) were the panchajana. The raja was mainly a clan chief who led in
war and protfected the jana. Three acsemblies: cabha (emall body of celect
elders, judicial role), camit [/arger acsembly for policy and political affairs,
reprecented the wider people) and vidhata. (popular gathering of the
community, discussed war and other matters). They checked the raja’c
power.

Between abovt 1000 and 600 BCE kin-based identity became territorial:
Janapadas ('where A jana firet cet its foot’). From about 600 BCE to 300
CE bigger units, the mahajanapadac (sixteen in the courcec), arose.
Magadha. (Bihar) became the most powerful becavse of its location, fertile
plaine and ctrong rulers, leading to the Mauryan Empire. Iron tools, more
grain (ecpecially paddy), POW and NBPW pottery marked Ganga-plain
growth.
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Northern India had monarchies (rajyac) and republice (ganas or
canghag). In the Deccan the Satavahanas (2nd century BCE to 3rd
century CE) Followed the Mauryas. Tn the far couth were the Cholas,
Pandyas, Keralaputras (Cheras) and Satiyaputras, mentioned in Achoka'e
inscriptions. Sangam literature (300 BCE-300 CE) describes the three
crowned kinge’ ([fendar); emblems: tiger (Cholas), bow (Cheras), fich
[Pa:«dyac}.

Kingship: the king was to profect cubjects, give impartial justice and work
For people’c welfare ( Yajur |feda coronation gath; Shanti Parva of the
Mahabharata; Arthachastra: Only if a king ic himself enerqetically active,
do his officers follow him energetically’). Kingehip was generally hereditary
but kinge could aleo be elected or expelled, co power was not abeofute.
Pan-Indian ideal: terme cuch ac Jambudvipa, Bharatavarcha, Achvamedha
and Rajasvya yajua, Prithivi and chakravarti kshetra (Arthachastra: the
area between the Himalayac and the cea) chow the idea of political
author/ty over the whole cubcontinent. Exam,b/er: Achoba’c edicte, Chera
king Nedunjeral Adan [conquectg up to the H/'ma/ayag}, and Pajendra T
Chola who tosk the title Gangaikonda.

Kautilya'c Saptanga (ceven conctitvents of the ctate): king (cwami),
minicters [amatya}, territory with population 0’ana,baw/a}, forte (durga),
treasury (kosha), army/force (danda) and allies (mitra). The king ruled
with a council oF ministers [manfm‘—,bArl‘gAM/), including treasvrer, chief
tax collector, legal advicer and commander-in-chief. Dne wheel doec not
move the carriage.’ An Achokan inscription chowe the council could decide

in the emperor'c abgsence.
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 Adminictration: kingdoms were divided into provinces, divicions, districte
and villages. Satavahanas had aharas (divicions) with amatyas, and
villages led by a gramika. Between 300 and £00 CE power was
decentraliced: bhubtis (north) and mandalas (couth); vishaya. or bhoga
and kottams or valonadu; dictricte adhichthana or patfana and nadu;
groupe of villages vithi, pattala or kurram; village was the lowest unit.
Dictrict officers conculted bankers, caravan leaders, articans and ceribes.

o Guptas kept the earlier cystem; a new ‘minister of peace and war’
(candhivigrahika) appeared and kumaramatyac cerved ag local
adminictrators. Damodarpur copper platec chow a five-member district
office (head officer, chief banker, chief caravan trader, chief artican, chief
of revenve collection). Pallavas had centraliced monarchy with local
governance and tox-free Brahmadeya villages with village committees
[varfyam:' ); Chalukyas gave agraharam grants [A/Aa/e, Badam: become
learning centres). Gurjara-Pratiharas, Palas and Rachtrakvtas fought
the tripartite ctruggle for Kannay.
Imperial Cholac (9th-11th century CE): empive divided into mandalams,
valanadus, nadus and Urs; village accembliec handled revenve, (and,
irrigation, roads and records and were celf-reliant. The (Jttaramerur
inscription (Parantaka T, 10th century) describes the Kudavolai (ballst
pot) eystem: namec of eligible candidates written on palm leaves and
drawn by & child in public; elected members formed committees (variyame);

candidates needed honest earnings’ and a pure mind.
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o Ethice: Indian thought ctrecsed camatva (camenecs of all ée:‘ng:] and
vita (cosmic order). Dharma means duty, righteousnecs and moral conduct,
not merely religion; the Pali form i¢ dbhamma. Bhichma: dharma. ic that
which upholds beinge' Achoka’c edicte promoted dhamma (moral conduct,
respect in the family, non-vislence, compacsion). Kamandaka's Niticara
and Banabhatta'c Kadambari discuce ethice and kingchip.

© Varna and jati: the earliest mention of the four varnac ic the Purusha
Sukta (Rig Veda, Book 10). Brahmanas: ctudy, teaching and rituals;
Ks’hafm‘gag [,Qajanya}: warfare, protection and justice; Vm‘chyas‘:
agriculture, pastoralicm and trade; Shudrae: accicting othere (also worked
in farming, crafte and trade). Early on occupations were flexible (the Rig
Veda verce of the poet, phycician father and corn-grinding mother). The
Sutta /V/,bata cays one ¢ a brahmana by deede, not birth. Jati emerqged
later through intermarriage, endogamy of migrant groups and regional
differences; varnac are four but jatic kept increaging.

Social mobility: rulers cuch ac the Mandas, Mauryas, Shungac,
Satavahanas, |nkatakas and Guptas came from diverce backgrovnds. The
Mandsavr inscription (473 CE) cpeake of <ilk weavere who migrated from
(ata to Dachapura and took up other occupations (archery, actrology).
Brahmanas appear ag land managers in the Karitalai copper platec.
Sangam worke ( Tolkappiyam, Pattinappalai) chow cociety organiced more
éy occupation [Akamr, Vanigar, lVelar, Antanar).

Foumily: kula was the emallest unit; ceveral kulas formed a grama; groupe of
grama¢ a vicha [w'r/m,bat/); then the jana headed by the raja. Gotra ic a
patrilineal lineage from a fedic cage and requlated marriage. Four
achramas: Brahmacharya, Grihastha, [fanapractha, Sannyaga. Sixteen
camskaras mark lite events. Four purusharthas: dharma, artha, kama,

moksha; wealth chould be guided by dharma.
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Women: in the |fedic period women learned, performed rituale and attended
acsemblies; hymngs are attributed to Apala, Vichvavara, Ghosha and
Lopamudra; goddesses (Joha and Aditi were revered. Manu Smriti 3.56
cays gods rejoice where women are honoured. Their position later
Aluctuated, yet women contributed in agriculture, crafte and religion.
Prabhavati Gupta ruled ac regent of the lakatakas; Sangam poets
Awaiyar and Vennikvyattiyar; Chola queen Sembiyan Mahadevi cupported
temples.

Religion: the |fedic pantheon was not rigidly hierarchical; deities were
linked to nature (can, rain, fire, dawn) and worshipped through yajnac;
cun worchip continves in Chhath and Makar Sankranti. Around the
wid-first millennium BCE renunciante (,bariumjaéa, bhikchu, chramana)
arosce; Buddho and Mahaviva were influentiol. Bhakts, devetion to ,bergaha/
deities like Vichnu, Shiva and Shakti open to all, became widespread from
the 6th century in Tamil country through twelve Alvars and cixty-three
Nayanmars.

Education: it aimed at values (truth, patience, humility, celf-control) as
well ag ckills. The qurukula, with the cacred quru-schichya tradition, taught
Vedas, grammar, logic, mathematics, medicine, actronomy, arts, archery,
yoga and meditation. Centrec of learning included Takshachila, Nalonda,
Vikramehila, Vallabhi, Kanck:}buram, l/aranasi and (/j/'ayfm‘. (/terary
heritage: Panini’s Achtadhyayi, Patanjalic Mahabhachya, Charaka and
Suchruta Samhitae, Kalidasa, Tirukboral g/'/appo.a//karam and
Manimebalai.
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o Economy: agricvlture was the backbone. The Mauryan land tax was
generally one-cixth of the produce. Crops: rice, pulses, wheat, mustard,
cugarcane and cotton in Deccan black coil. Irrigation: Puchyagupta,
governor of Chandragupta Maurya, built the dam on Sudarchana (ake
(]unagacﬂl inccription); the Grand Anicut (Kallonai) of Karikala Chola ic
ctill in uce.

o Trade: Dakshinapatha and Uttarapatha were major land routes; porte
cuch ac Muziris, Kaveripattinam, Arikamedu and Maculipatnam linked
India to Rome and others. Guilds [Chrem':') of traders and articans
requlated quality and prices, enforced discipline through quild courte and
acted ac banks and trustees (Nachik cave inscription of (Jehavadata; ivory
workers’ guild at Sanchi). Silver punch-marked coins circulated. Mathura,

Kashi and Kamarvpa were textile centres.

Key Terme
Society — System of cocial relationships requlated mainly by custom.

State - Organiced political system with rules, laws and qovernance.
Jana — Kin-based tribe or clan of the |fedic age.

Janapada - Territory where a jana cettled: territorial unit.
Mahajonapade - (arge political unit; cixteen in cources.
Sabha, Samiti, lidhata — Acsemblies of Vedic polity.
Saptanga. - Ceven conctitvents of ctate in Arthachactra.
Chakravarti camrat — (Jnivercal paramount ruler.
Dharma - Duty, righteousnecs, moral conduct.

Rita — Cocmic order in the Rig [eda.

Varna — Four-fold Functional cocial division.

Jati - Birth-based social group, number not fixed.
Achrama — Four ctagec of [ife.
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Purushartha — Four goals: dharma, artha, kama, moksha.
Shreni - Guild of traders or articans.

Kudavolai — Ballst-pot cystem of (ttaramerar elections.

Diagrame / Flowcharte
Evolution of Political Organication
Jana (kin-based clang) led by raja
}

Janapadac (territorial iden tity )
!
Mahajanapadas (16 ctates)
l
| Magadha rices; Mauryan Empire

!

Guptas and regional empirec

!
Imperial Cholag, Pallavas, Chalukyas

Kautitya'c Saptanga

Ceven Conctituente
|

Rulers {and Recources Friende
I I I I
King (cwami) ‘ Territory and Treasury (kosha) Allies (mitra)
L eople (janapada) .
Ministers = 0| = Army (danda)
(amatya} Forts [a/arya)
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Vedic Ascemblies and Texte

Vedic Polity
|
| | | |
Sabha Samiti Vidhata Four Vedas
| | | I
Small body of (arger accembly Popular gathering Rig, Yajur, Sama,
elders I I Atharva
I Policy and political Diccusced war and I
Judicial role affairs community matters Sambhita,
Brabhmana,
Aranyaka,
(/,bam'dww/
Adminictrative Divicions (Gupta Age)
Rajya (kingdsm)
|
Bhukti [prow‘hce}
|
Vichaya. (district)
|
Vithi (3roup of villages) |
|
Grama. (village)
Varna and Jati
— \ (—
Varna Jati
« Four cafegoriec * Many grovps

* Based on function and occupation
* Flexible in early times
\ « Mumber fixed

« Linked to birth and endogamy
- Grew with new occupationg

\ + Mumber wot fixed
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Four Ashramas

Brahmacharya: ctudent life

!
Grihastha: householder

|
Vanapractha: forest life

!

< annyaga: renunciation

VVedic (Yomen and (ater Rofe

— \
Vedic Period (ater Periods
« Education and rituale « Pocition Huctvated
* Women richis: Apala, Ghosha, * Prabhavati bupto. as regent
Lopamuvdra + Sembiyan Mahadevi, Avaiyar
\ . Attended cabha \
S

7}me/me Shapshot
2000-500 BCE Vedic period- 600-300 BCE rise of mahajanapadac.
272-232 BCE Achoka; 300 BCE-300 CE Sangam [iterature.
300-600 CE Gupta age; 985-1014 CE Rajaraja I and Brihadeechwara.
temple.

Don’t Miss Qut
Junagadh Rock inscription has records of Achoka, Rudradaman I and
Skandagupta, cpanning abovt 700 years.

o ttaramerar inscription describes elections by Kudavolai.

o The Nachik inscription chowe quilde acted ag bank.
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Con tinvity in Indian Civilisation
o Ideals of dharma, welfare of all, village celf-governance, guru-chichya
tradition and bhakti continved despite political change.

Questione and Activities [ with /lurwerr)
Q-1 How did political organication change from the lfedic period to the age of

the Mauryas and Guptas? Explain the adminictrative system.

Ans. Kin-based janas led by a raja with cabha and camiti became territorial
Janapadas, then mahajanapadas, and Magadho grew into the Mauryon
Empire and later the Gupta Empire. Adminictration: kingdoms were
divided into provinces, dictricts, groupe of villages and villages; the king
ruled with a council of ministers and officerc like governors and district
heads; the Guptac added a minister of peace and war and uced local
officers [éamammatyad, and district offices included banker, merchant

and artican reprecentatives. |fillages enjoyed much autonomy.

Q-2 Deccribe the role of the king, important officers and methods of governing

large territories.

Ans. The king protected people, upheld justice and led the army; he ruled
through the council of minicters (treasvrer, tax collector, legal advicer,
commander-in-chief). (arge territoriec were governed through provinces,
divicions, districte and villages with governors, pradechikas and village
heads, with consultation of local leaders, tax collection and decentraficed

celf-governing villages.

Q-3 What were the most important featuvres of ctate and cociely in India
before 1000 CE?
Ans. Evolution from clane to empirec; checks on kinge through accembliec and

dharma; ceven-fold ctate; decentraliced adminictration and autonomouve
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villages; flexible varna and growing jatis; four achramas and
purusharthas; respect for ethice; agriculture, irrigation, trade and
gu:’/df; Strong education Cyctem; conﬁnw'ty of ideas cuch ac pan—[m//au

un ffy.

Q-4 What do the Rig Veda, Arthachastra and Mahabharata reveal about

political and cocial fife?

Ans. The Rig eda chowe janas, rajas, accemblies, occupational divercity and
nature worship. The Arthachastra describes the captfanga theory,
council of ministers, taxation, trade requlation and adminictration. The
Maohabharata (Shanti Parva) telle the ethical duties of kinge, justice
and equality ideals (camatva).

Q.5 What can we learn from ear/y Indion cociety abouvt varna and the role of

womeh?

Ans. Varna was initially functional and Fflexible, with cocial mobility; later
rigidity increaced with jatic. Women had respected positions in the Vedic
age (ccholars, ritual participants, rishic) and later contributed in many
Fields, though their ctatuc fluctuated.

Q.6 Explain how sabha and camiti imited the power of the raja. Which
modern ingtitutions perform cimilar Functione?
Ans. They adviced the raja, took policy decicions and judged matters, co he
could not rule only by his own will. Modern parallele: Parliament and
Ctate (egislatures (like camit;) and courte or Councile (fike cabha).

Q.7 What do varna and jati mean? How were they different and what factors
formed jatic?
Ans. [arna ic the four-fold functional divicion (brahmana, kshatriya, vaishya,
chudra); Jati ic & birth-linked cocial group. |farnas are four and fixed,
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jatis are many and growing. Jatis formed through intermarriage among
varnas, endogamy of migrating communities and regional differences, plus

new occa,ba.tian @

Q.8 Why did education in early India emphacice both knowledae and moral
values?
Ans. Education aimed at the complete development of a person who lives by
dharma, co character, discipline and cervice were taught with the ledas,
cciences and arts. This produced responsible citizens, good rulere and a

harmewnious cociety.

Q.9 How did the major trade routes help exchange of goods, ckifls, beliefe and
culture?
Ans. Dakshinapatha and Uttarapatha linked inland regions with porte, co
traders carried goods, articans’technigues, religious ideas and customs
acrose regione and abroad (e.q., trade with Rome), integrating the

cubcontinent.

Q.10 Advantages and challenges of ruling a large empive without modern
communication.

Ans. Advantages: unity, trade and cecurity. Challenges: clow messages, difficult
control of distant officers, risk of revofte. Solutions: provincial governors,

roads and local celf-government.

Q.11 What are the limitations of relying only on texte compoced by ccholars
and advicers of the king?

Ans. They chow ideals not always real practice, reflect the elites view, may be
biased towards rulers and omit ordinary people. Historians therefore

combine them with inccriptions, coine and archaeology.
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Q.12 Nachik inseription: (2) What does it tell about the economic role of
quilde? (6) Why were quilde trusted? (¢) Donor and donees?

Ans. (2) Guilde acted ac banke, accepting depocits and paying fixed interect.
() They were ectablished, requlated, had courte and a good reputation
for honest dealing and continuity. (¢) Doror: (Jehavadata, con-in-law of
Nahapana; donees: the Sangha (monke) living in the cave; money was

invested in two weavers’ guilde.

Q.13 Map work: mark Pataliputra, Nachik, Gjjayini, Vikromehila,
Kanchiporam, Mathura, Rajgriha.

Ans. Pataliputra (Bihar, near Patna), Rajgriha. (Bitar), (Vikramehila
[Bhaga/,bur, Bihar), Mathura (Uttar Pradesh), Ujfayini (/Maa/hya
Pradesh), Nachik (Maharachtra), Kanchipvram (Tamil Nadu). Mark

each with a dot and name on an outline map.

Q.14 Presentation or poster topice (hinte).

Ans. Choose one: |fedic life O'wmc, cabha, nature worchip); gqurukula
[9aru—§hichya, cubjects, values); trade and quilde (routes, porte,
chrenis); women (Fichic, rulers, poetc). Uce headings, one picture and
4-5 pointc.

Board Exam Questions (Important)
Q-1 What were the cabha, camit; and vidhata?
Ans. |fedic acsemblies: cabha, a cmall body of eldere with judicial role; camit,

a larger body for policy and political affairs; vidhata, & popular gathering

of the community.

Q.2 Name Kautilya's ceven conctitvents of the ctate.
Ans. King, ministers, territory with population, forte, treasury, army and

allies (; captonga).
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Q.3 Deccribe the Kudavolai cystem of the Chola period.

Ans. Names of eligible candidates were written on palm leaves and put in a
pot; a child drew them publicly, often at a temple, to elect village
reprecentatives, who formed committees (varfyam:’). Candidates needed

honest earnings and purity of mind.

Q.4 D/'gtl‘ugu;r/, between varna and Jati.

Ans. [farna: four Functional cateqories, fixed in number, flexible initially. Jati:

many birth-based endogamous groups, number unlimited, formed by

intermarriage and regional differences.

Q.5 Write a note on the role of guilde in early Indian economy.

Ans. Guilde (chrenis) organiced traders and articans, requlated quality and
prices, had courte, expanded trade and worked ac banke and trustees
(Nachik inscription; ivory workers at Sanchi). Jataka literature
mentions eighteen quilds.

Q.6 How was village adminictration organiced under the Cholas?
Ans. Villagee had accemblies handling revenve, land, irrigation, roads, justice
and records through committees, and acted independently of royal

patronage.

Q.72 MCQ: Which text licte the captanga theory? (a) Rig Veda (b)
Arthachastra (¢) Manusmriti (d) Silappadikaram.
Ans. Answer: (b) Arthachastra.

Q.8 Value-based: What lescons about governance and ethice can we take
From early Indion ctatec?

Ans. Rulers must cerve people impartially, listen to the community, chare

power through local bodies, protect nature and resovrces and follow

dharma. These ideas ctifl quide democratic and honest governance.
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