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ENGLISH SECTION (Hindi terms in brackets)
The Rise of the Marathas
Class 8 Social Science * Chapter 3 * Detailed Notes + Important QEA + Board Questions (2026-
27)

Chapter Review in Easy Lanquage |

1. Who were the Marathas?

The Marathas are people of the Deccan plateau (present-day Maharashtra), identified by
the Marathi language. In the 13th century most of Maharashtra was ruled by the Yadavas
(capital Devagiri), later overcome by the Khilji Sultanate. The bhakti tradition (7th-17th c.)
kept culture alive: saints Dnyaneshwar, Namdev, Tukaram, Ramdas translated texts like the
Upanishads and Gita into Marathi and spread social and political awareness. This gave a
solid cultural base for the Marathas to organise politically.

2. Chhatrapati Shivaji (1630-1680)

> Born 1630 to Shahji and Jijabai (Bhonsle clan); grew up in the Pune jagir. At 16 began
capturing neglected forts. Vision: Swarajya (own sovereign kingdom,).

> Built a navy (revolutionary - Bijapur and Mughals had no strong naval force) to secure the
west coast. Used guerrilla warfare (speed, surprise, terrain).

> Afzal Khan (Bijapur general) killed at Pratapgad using the wagh nakh; his army routed.

> Shaista Khan's camp raided at night (like a modern surgical strike); Surat sacked (almost 1
crore of rupees), religious places spared.

> Treaty of Purandar after Jai Singh's attack (gave up territory; son Sambhaji in Mughal
service). Visited Agra, insulted in court, house arrest; escaped in sweet baskets.

> Coronation at Raigad, 1674 with Vedic rites - title Shri Raja Shiva Chhatrapati; started
Rajyabhisheka shaka. Then Dakshina-digvijaya (conquest of south, 1677) giving strategic
depth. Stopped Dutch slave trading. Died of fever at about 50.

3. Marathas after Shivaji

> Sambhaji (executed by Aurangzeb); Rajaram fled to Gingee; Mughal-Maratha wars 1682~
1707; Aurangzeb died in the Deccan without subduing them. Tarabai led large inroads into
Mughal lands.

> Power shifted to Peshwas (prime ministers): Bajirao I and Nanasaheb expanded pan-India.
Structure became decentralised; chiefs gained power - some indiscipline (e.g. Bengal

campaign).
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> Panipat 1761 - heavy defeat by Afghans; quick recovery under Madhavrao I; Mahadji
Shinde recaptured Delhi (1771).

> Three Anglo-Maratha wars (1775-1818) ended Maratha power: internal disunity and
British organisation /technology. The British took India more from the Marathas than from
the Mughals. Nana Phadnavis built a first pan-Indian anti-British alliance (with Hyder Ali,
Nizam).

4. Maratha administration

> Civil: Shivaji ended hereditary posts and land assignments; officials got salaries and were
transferred; pensions for soldiers' widows. Strict rule: do not oppress subjects (not even
cut mango/jackfruit trees). Coins in his own name; Devanagari script.

> Ashta Pradhan Mandal - council of eight ministers: Pradhan (PM), Amatya (finance),
Sachiv (land revenue), Mantri (intelligence), Sumant (foreign), Senapati (commander),
Panditrao (religion), Nyayadhish (chief justice).

> Chauth (25%) and Sardeshmukhi (extra 10%) taken from provinces not directly ruled, in
return for protection.

> Military: infantry, cavalry, navy. Cavalry: bargirs (state-paid horses) and shiledars (own
horses). Rockets used; forts were the core of the state (Adnyapatra by Ramachandrapant
Amatya).

> Navy: Kanhoji Angre challenged European cartaz (naval passes) — Europeans called him a
‘pirate’.

> Justice: local panchayat, appeal to a Maratha chief, kotwal (police) in cities; little capital
punishment. Trade: ships to Mocha, Muscat, Malacca; roads, ferries, bridges.

5. Culture and legacy
Shivaji's seal in Sanskrit; Rajya-Vyavahara-Kosha replaced Persian words with

Sanskrit/Marathi; saffron flag; rebuilt temples while respecting other faiths. Modi script
used for letters.

> Tarabai: warrior queen, architect of northward expansion. Ahilyabai Holkar (Indore):
ruled 30 years wisely; built temples, ghats, wells; rebuilt Kashi Vishwanath and Somnath;
promoted Maheshwar weaving.

> Thanjavur: Ekoji (Shivaji's half-brother) began Maratha rule; Serfoji II wrote Devendra
Kuravanji, set up Dhanwantari Mahal (free medicine), a printing press, and shaped
modern Carnatic music and early Bharatanatyam.

> Legacy: challenged Mughal dominance, largest Indian empire before the British, efficient

administration, Swarajya ideal inspired later self-rule thinking.
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Term Meaning

Swarajya Own sovereign rule.

Jagir Land given to a noble/soldier as reward.
Q Peshwa Prime minister of the Marathas.

Ashta Pradhan Council of eight ministers.

Chauth 25% tax from outside provinces.

Sardeshmukhi Extra 10% over chauth.

Bargir / Shiledar Cavalry with state / own horses.

Cartaz European naval trade pass.

Guerrilla warfare Small-group surprise tactics.

Bhakti Devotion to the divine.

Modi script Cursive Devanagari used by Marathas.

W

> Shivaji born 1630; crowned at Raigad 1674; died 1680.

Q > Afzal Khan (Pratapgad), Shaista Khan raid, Surat sack, Purandar treaty, Agra escape.
> Sambhaji — Rajaram (Gingee) — Tarabai; Mughal-Maratha wars 1682-1707.

> Peshwas: Bajirao I, Nanasaheb, Madhavrao I; Panipat 1761; Delhi 1771.

> Anglo-Maratha wars 1775-1818 ended Maratha power.

> Ashta Pradhan; chauth 25% + sardeshmukhi 10%.

> Forts = core of state; navy: Kanhoji Angre.
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After
Shivaji

[ Administration J

Concept map of Chapter 3

Table: Ashta Pradhan Mandal

Minister Role

Pradhan prime minister

Amatya finance

Sachiv land revenue

Mantri intelligence

Sumant foreign affairs

Senapati commander-in-chief

Panditrao religious affairs

Nyayadhish chief justice
Timeline

Year Event

1630 Shivaji born

1666 Agra visit and escape

1674 Coronation at Raigad

1682-1707 Mughal-Maratha wars

1761 Third Battle of Panipat (defeat)

1771 Mahadji Shinde recaptures Delhi

1775-1818 Three Anglo-Maratha wars
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Flowchart: Growth of the Maratha power
Bhakti culture + Forts, navy, Peshwas expand Anglo-Maratha

> > >
Shivaji's Swarajya guerrilla war across India wars; end 1818

Important Questions with Answers (From the Lesson)

1. How did the bhakti saints help the rise of the Marathas?

Ans. They composed devotional works and translated texts into Marathi for the masses
and spread social-political awareness, creating a cultural base for political unity.

2. Why was Shivaji's navy revolutionary?
Ans. Bijapur had only merchant ships and the Mughals used a navy very little; Shivaji
built a full naval force to protect the coast and its resources.

3. How did Shivaji defeat Afzal Khan?
Ans. At a one-to-one meeting at Pratapgad he killed Afzal Khan with the wagh nakh, and
Marathas hidden in the mountains routed the army with guerrilla attacks.

4. How did Shivaji escape from Agra?
Ans. He distributed gift baskets of fruits and sweets; once the guards stopped checking, he
and Sambhaji hid in baskets and escaped.

5. Why were forts important to the Marathas?
Ans. They controlled routes, sheltered the army in guerrilla war and let the state survive
decades of invasion, as Amatya's Adnyapatra says.

6. What are chauth and sardeshmukhi?
Ans. Taxes of 25% (chauth) and an extra 10% (sardeshmukhi) collected from provinces not
directly ruled, in return for protection without interference.

7. Why did Maratha power end?
Ans. Internal disunity and the British's superior organisation and technology led to defeat
in the three Anglo-Maratha wars (1775-1818).

8. What did Ahilyabai Holkar and Serfoji II contribute?
Ans. Ahilyabai ruled wisely, built temples, ghats and wells, rebuilt Kashi Vishwanath and
Somnath, and promoted Maheshwar weaving. Serfoji Il patronised arts, started a printing

press and Dhanwantari Mahal, and shaped Carnatic music and Bharatanatyam.

Board-Pattern Questions — 1 Mark
1. Where was Shivaji crowned? (1)
Ans. Raigad, 1674.
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2. Who were Shivaji's parents? (1)
Ans. Shahji and Jijabai.
3. What is Swarajya? (1)
Ans. One's own sovereign rule.
4. Who is the Peshwa? (1)
Ans. Prime minister of the Marathas.
5. Name the weapon used against Afzal Khan. (1)
Ans. Wagh nakh (tiger's claw).
6. Who recaptured Delhi in 1771? (1)
Ans. Mahadji Shinde.
7. Which Maratha admiral challenged European cartaz? (1)
Ans. Kanhoji Angre.
8. How many ministers were in the Ashta Pradhan? (1)

Ans. Eight.

Board-Pattern Questions - 3Marks ~ * -~ &

1. List features of Shivaji's civil administration. (3)
Ans. Abolished hereditary posts and land assignments, paid salaries from treasury,
transferred officials, pensioned soldiers' widows, forbade oppression of subjects, and had
an Ashta Pradhan council.

2. Describe the Maratha military organisation. (3)
Ans. Three wings: infantry, cavalry (bargirs and shiledars) and navy. They used swords,
lances, guns and rockets; later tried European-style disciplined troops (Mahadji Shinde);
forts were central.

3. Explain the Maratha judicial system. (3)
Ans. Justice was mainly by the local panchayat with appeal to a Maratha chief; kotwals
kept order in towns; capital punishment was used sparingly.

4. How did Shivaji promote culture? (3)
Ans. Sanskrit seal, Rajya-Vyavahara-Kosha to replace Persian words, rebuilt temples,

patronised Sanskrit and Marathi literature, respected other faiths.
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Board-Pattern Questions —-5Marks |

1. Describe Shivaji's rise and achievements. (5)
Ans. Born 1630 to Shahji and Jijabai, he captured forts from age 16 and dreamt of
Swarajya. He built a navy, used guerrilla warfare, killed Afzal Khan, raided Shaista Khan's
camp and sacked Surat. After the Treaty of Purandar he escaped from Agra, was crowned
at Raigad in 1674, conquered parts of the south, and ran a just administration with an
Ashta Pradhan council.

2. Trace the expansion and decline of Maratha power after Shivaji. (5)
Ans. After Sambhaji's execution, Rajaram and Tarabai continued the fight and Aurangzeb
died in the Deccan without subduing them. Peshwas Bajirao I and Nanasaheb expanded
across India. After the 1761 Panipat defeat they recovered under Madhavrao I and Mahadji

Shinde took Delhi in 1771. Disunity and British organisation ended Maratha power in the
three Anglo-Maratha wars (1775-1818).
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1. fraTSIr 3 ST AT ITATSIET HT T | (5)
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