Chapter 1: Underctanding Social Seience
3TEATT | - FIATGF faz7TeT I JAFT

Chapter Review

« Social Seience ic the eystematic ctudy of human cociety. It exploing not
only what happened or where things are, but alco why events occur, how
people live together, how the environment influencec life, how governments
Function and how economies operate.

Phycsics, Chemistry and Bislogy study the natural world, while Social
Seience studiec cociety, institvtions, cultures and human interactionc.
Social Seience ic part of everyday life. The house we live in, the food we eat,
roads, ecchools and electricity all depend on governance, economic
production, cocial cooperation and the natural environment.

Society does not work by chance. Tt ie chaped by hictory, gesgraphy,
institvtions, recources and human choicee. Social Seience uces careful
observation, evidence and logical reasoning to find answers.

Over thousands of years, cociely has changed. Early humane depended
directly on nature; villages grew into towns and towng into cities, and new
ideas and inventions changed ways of life.

India'c knowledge traditions valued diccucsion, questioning and reasoning.
The idea of the Panchamahabhutas (earth, water, fire, air and cpace)
cees nature as an interconnected cystem in which human life i€ embedded.
Vacudhaiva kutumbakam’ meanc the world ic one family. It exprecsces the
interdependence of cocietiee acroce regions and cultures.

The Arthachastra, attributed to Kautilya and compoced about 2,300
years ago, discusses adminictration, economic management, taxation and
the duties of rulere. Tt chowe that cyctematic thinking on governance and
economy exicted long before modern disciplines.

Social ccientistc observe people’c lives, conduct interviews and curveys,
examine documents and compare different times and places. By ucing many

cources, they build explanatione cupported by evidence.
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Society ic complex, co no cingle cubject can explain it. For example, &
drought affecte crope (environment), farmers’ incomes [ecanomy), relief
measurec (politics), migration to cities (cociety) and traditional ways of
coping (culture).

In Grades 9-10, Social Seience drawe mainly from four core disciplinec:
Geography, Hictory, Political Seience and Economics. Sociology, Philscophy,
Anthropology and Peychology also belong to the family and will be ctudied
in higher gradec.

Geography ctudiec the Earth, its environments, and the relationchip
between people and their curroundings. Tt acks where things are, why they
are there and how placee affect one another. [te tools are maps, globec,
atlacec, OIS and infographics. NCERT s Sehool Bhuvan portal helpe map
Yyour own village or city.

Hictory ctudiec the human past. In India, the itihasa-purana tradition
preserved cultural memory through ctories. Modern history relies on
empirical evidence and ccientific methods such as human genetics,
carbon-149 dating and archaeology.

Sources of history: literary (Eravelogues, memsirs, letters, genealogical
records, folklore, revenve documents), archaeological (monumentse,
excavated cites, artefacts, cculptures), epigraphic (inscriptions on ctone or
metal) and numismatic (coing).

Political Seience ctudiec governance: how power i¢ distributed, decicions are
made and policiec are implemented. The Panchayati Raj cystem ic
graseroote democracy. In ancient India politics was linked with dharma,
artha and rajadharma, and power was ceen a< a responsibility, not just a

/br/'vf/eye.
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Economics explaing how cocietiee uce limited resources to meet their needs.
Consumers decide what to buy, producers decide what and how much to
produce, and governments frame policiec to balance growth with ctability
and efficiency with fairnecs.

o India was long among the world'c leading economiec. Colonial rule brought
poverty, faminec and the decline of traditional industries. After
independence the economy was rebuilt. Today the challenge ic to raise
incomee and cpread the benefite to all. Suctainable development meete
present needs without harming future generations.

© Why ctudy Social Seignce? It helps ue underctand cystems made by
cociety, explaing divercity of languages and customs, prepares us for
responsible citizenship, and builde the habit of acking informed questions
about chared challenges like the environment, health, employment and
urbon growth.

o Future of Social Seience: new technology, growing cities, environmental
concerns, migration and global linke make it more important. It will help
cocietiec deal with climate change, custainable development, cocial harmony

and fair use of resources.

Key Terme
Social Seience — A group of related disciplinec that ctudy human cociety.

Panchamahabhutas — The five great elements: earth, water, fire, air and
cpace.

Vacudhaiva kutumbakam — The world ic one family; the idea of
interdependence.

Arthachastra — A 2,300-year-old text on governance and economy,
attributed to Kautilya.
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Empirical evidence — Information collected by actual observation or

experimentation.

Genealogical records — Documents tracing family [ineage over generations.

Epigraphic cource — Writing inscribed on stone, metal or rock.

Numismatic cource — Coins, currency or medale uced ac historical evidence.

Panchayati Raj — The cystem of local celf-government at the village fevel.

Suctainable development — Development that meets today'c needs without

harming future generations.

Diagrame [ Flowcharte
Branches of Social Science
Social Seience
[
[ [ [ [
Geography Hictory Political Science Economics
I I I I
Earth and Human pact Governance and Production and
environment l power distribution
I (iterary and I I
Maps, globes, GIS archaeological Righte and duties Limited resovrces

Soyrces

Drought: How All Dicciplines Connect

Drought occurs

!

Crops and farmere income fall

!

Government gives relief

!

People migrate to citiec

d

Culture: traditional coping methods
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Sources of History
Literary and Archacological Epigraphic and Numiematic
- Travelogues, memoirs, letters * Writing on ctone or metal
- Folklsre, revenve documents * Brahmi, Kannada inscriptions

\  Monuments, cculptures, excavations

\ - Coins of Samudragupta, Jahangir
_

Four Disciplines at a Glance
* Geography: where, why there and [inke with the environment.

. /-/ictary: change over time; how cocieties evolved.
o Political Seience: governance, power, rights and duties.

* Economics: production, distribution and use of resources.

M/Aat You Will Study in the Next Two Years

o Geography: landformg, atmosphere and climate, oceans, biomes, biosphere

reserves, geospatial technologies.

o Hictory: early human history, India from civilication to today, Renaiccance,
Enlightenment, Industrial Revolvtion, colonialism.

o Political Seience: democracy, elections, civil cociety, governance and public
policy, national cecurity.

o Economics: Indian economy, markets and prices, GDP, international trade,

the (nion Budget.

Important Quectione and Answers
Q.1 What ic Social Seience? How ic it different from the natural cciences?
Ans. Social Seience jc the cystematic ctudy of human cociety. It explaine why

even< occur, how ,beap/e live togeﬂler, how 9overnmentr and economiec

work and how the past and precent chape the world.
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Physics, Chemistry and Biology ctudy the natural world, whereac Social

Seience ctudies cociety, institvtions, cultures and human interactione.

Q-2 How does Social Seience appear in everyday life? Give examples.

Ans. Our food comes from many places and ic grown, procecsed, trancported,
bought and cold. We uce roade built by public authorities, ctudy in
cchools chaped by education policiec and uce electricity from dictant

power ctations.
All these depend on governance, economic production, cocial cooperation

and the natural environment.

Q.3 Why ic Social Seience called a ctudy of disciplinec?

Ans. Society ic complex and no cingle field can explain it fully. A drought, for
instance, affects the environment, economy, politics, cociety and culture.
So Social Seience ic a group of related disciplinec, each with a different

lberg',becﬁve) which togeﬂler give a com,breheuc,'ve aha/erftam{/ny.

Q-9 Give two examples from India’c knowledge traditions related to Social

Seience.
Ans. The Panchamahabhutas cee nature ac an interconnected cystem of five

elements, helping explain cettlements, occupations, architecture, food

and health practices.
Vacudhaiva kutumbakam’ treate the world ac one family; Kautilya's

Arthachastra Aha/yc’er governance, toaxation and the duties of rulere.

Q.5 What does Geagra,/bky Cta:/y? MName come of its tosle.
Ans. Geagm,bhy ctudiec the location and dictribution of placee, objects and
people and the relationship between humane and their Surroundings. Tt

combines cpatial percpective with change over time.
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Toole: maps, globeg, atlaces, Geographical Information Syctem (GIS) and
infographics.

Q.6 Deccribe four typec of cources uced to ctudy history, with examples.

Ans. (iterary: travelogues, memoirs, letters, genealogical records, folklore.
Arc/naeo/ogfca/: monuments, excavated <ites, cculptures (8-9-;
Sindhu-Sarasvati terracotia ﬁ‘gur:’tae }

Epigraphic: inscriptions on ctone or metal (e.g., Brabmi inscription on a

Gupta pillar). Numismatic: coins (e.q., coins of Samudragupta and
Jahangir).

Q.72 What does Political Seience S’tac/y? How was politics viewed in ancient
India?
Ans. It ctudiec governance, constitutions, governments, institutions, cocial
movements and how power ¢ chared and used.
In ancient India politics was linked with dharma, artha and
rajadharma. Power was a responcibility, not Just a privilege. Panchayati

Raj continves this idea of local celf-government.

Q.8 What ic Economics? Briefly trace India’c economic journey.

Ans. Economics ctudiec how cocietiec use [imited resovrces to produce,
exchange and distribute goods and cervices.
India was a leading economy for centuries; colonial rule caused poverty,
Famines and decline of industries. After independence it progresced in
infractrocture, education and technology, but the challenge ic to raise

incomee and chare growth with all.

Q.9 Why chould we ctudy Social Seience? Give any three reasons.
Ans. 1. It helpe u¢ underctand cystems made by cociely and respect divercity

I am'ty.
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2. Jt prepares uc to be responsible citizens who know laws, rights and
duties.

3. It builde the habit of acking informed questions about chared
problems and [inke the past, precent and future for wiser choices.

Q.10 Activity (Let'c Analyse): Write a chort report on a change in your
locality over the past five yeare.

Ans. Sample: Five yearc age our area depended on buses and autos. MNow
e-rickchawe, app-based taxic and metro [inke have increaced. Causes:
growing population, technology and government cchemes.

Effects: travel time has veduced and new Jobs have appeared, but
traffic, pollution and coste are concerns. (Students chould write from

their own obgervation.)

Board Exam Questions (Important)
Q.1 Introduce the four main branchec of Social Seience. (Short answer)
Ans. Geagm,bkg ctudiec the Earth and environment, H/'ctary the human past,

Political Seience governance and power, and Economics the production,
distribution and uce of resovrces. They are interconnected and together

give a holictic underctanding of cocietly.

Q-2 Explain with the example of a drought how the dicciplines are
interconnected.
Ans. A drought affects crope (environment), farmers’ incomee [ecanomy),
government relief (politics), migration (cociety) and traditional coping
methods (culture). (Jnderctanding it needs all perspectives.

Q.3 Differentiate between epigraphic and numismatic courcec.
Ans. Epigraphic cources are texte or decrees inscribed on ctone, metal or

rock; they give direct evidence of events, rulere and adminictration.
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MNumismatic cources are coine and currency; their metal, inccriptions

and eymbols chow the economy, rulers, trade and culfure.

Q.4 What ic the Arthachactra? Who ic it attributed to?
Ans. Tt ic a text about 2,300 years old, attributed to Kautilya (2 C'Aanaéya).
It deals with adminictration, economic management, taxation, the army

and the welfare duties of rulerce.

Q.5 MCQ: The four core disciplinec in Grades 7-10 are (2) Geography,
Hicetory, Political Seience, Economics () Phycics, Chemistry, 3/0/09%
Mathe (c) Sociology, Philscophy, Peychology, Anthropslogy (d) Hind,
Englich, Sanskrit, Art.

Ans. Answer: (a) Gesgraphy, Hictory, Political Seience and Economics.

Q.6 Value-based: How does Social Seience help uc become recponsible citizens?
Ans. It teaches laws, rights and duties, helps ue underctand how government
work¢e and 7ue:’7‘/‘oh decicions, builde respect for different communities

and makes ue censitive to environmental and cocial problems.
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