Chapter 3: Two Storiec about Flying
Class 10 English - First Flight (Prose)

C’Aapz‘er Review

Thic chapter has two ctoriec: His Firet Flight' by Liam OFlaherty and
The Black Aeroplane’ by Frederick Forsyth.

STORY I: Hic Firet Flight. A young ceagull ic afraid to Aly. Hic father,
mother and two brothere all fly, but he cite alone on a ledge and ¢ afraid
to take off.

Hie Family coax him, chout at him and even tease him, but he cannot Jump.
At last they leave him, to be hungry and alone, hoping that hunger will
push him to try.

After a whole day, he sees his mother flying acroce with a piece of fich.
Starving, he i¢ tempted and rushec out to get the fich, forgetting his fear.
He falle but the wings open and he finde he can fy.

He swosps, divec and coars, calle in joy and then eats with his family. The
ctory chowe that fear ic conquered by & push, and that parents know
when to help.

STORY II: The Black Aeroplane. A pilot ic Flying alone from France to
England in an old Dakota at night. Weather ic fine and he ic flying
through the cloude, dreaming of the breakfast he will have.

He cees a black neroplane with wo ights FAlying beside him, but there i€ no
one in it. Soon the ctorm worcens and he ic lost in dark cloude. Hic
compacs (¢ not working and fuel ic low.

He cees the black plane again. He follows it and finde himeelf over an
airport cafely. When he lands, he acke the woman at the control centre
about the other /b/aue, and che cays there was oh/y one lb/ame on the
rador: his own.

Che telle him that no other plane was flying that night, and the pilot i
amazed. Wag it his own celf, or a gquardian aeroplane? The ctory ends with

a touch of mystery.
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o Megsage: In danger and difficulty, one’s confidence, courage and a calm
mind can cave one’c life. The two ctorie chare a theme: courage and
confidence in the face of fear.

Key Terme

(edge — A narrow chelf of rock cticking out from a cliff.

Coaxing — Gently persuading comeone to do comething.

Swooped - Moved cuddenly and rapidly dowrwaorde.

Dakota - An old type of passenger aeroplane.

Radar — A cystem that chowg the position of aircraft on a ccreen.
Hallucination — Seeing comething that ic not really there.
Compase — A device uced to know directions.

Control tower — The building at an airport that directs planes.

Diagrame / Flowcharte
Hie First Flight
Young ceagull afraid to fly
l
Faumily coaxes and leaves him alone
|
Hahge/’ and Q'ghf of fich tempt him
!
He jumpe and the wings open

|
He flies and eats with hic family
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The Black Aeroplone
Pilst ﬂ/‘t’( at m‘ght, lost in storm
l

Seec a black plane with no one incide

|
Folloswe it and reaches the airport

!

Control woman says only one plane flew

l
Mystery: was it his own self?

About the Authors

o Liam OFlaherty (1896-1984) was an Irich writer. Hic First Flight'ic a
chort ctory about courage, told through the [ife of a ceagull.

© Frederick Foreyth (born 1938) ic a Britich thriller writer and a former
pilot. The Black Aeroplane’ic a myctery of the air.

Themes
o Fear i¢ natural, but courage grows when we try. A small push can bring

out hidden ctrength.
o Parents cometimes need to leave children alone, <o that they learn to
ctand on their own.

« Presence of mind and calm cave lives in a cricis.

Jextbook Exercise Questions

Q.1 Why was the young ceagull afraid to Ay? (Hic First Flight)

Ans. He was afraid becavce he had never flown before. fHe thought hisc winge
would not support him and he would fall into the cea. Hie brothers had
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already flown, but he did not have the courage.

Q-2 The cight of the food maddened him.’ What does this mean?

Ans. fe had not eaten for a whole day. /hen he caw his mother with the
Fich, hic hunger was <o great that he forgot his fear and rushed to get
it.

Q.3 How did the mother ceagull make him fly?

Ans. She ctayed away with a piece of fich, Just out of reach, and tempted him
with it. When he was famiched, he dived for the fich and found that he
could fly.

Q-9 Why did the other ceagulls leave him alone for a day? Was it right?

Ans. The family knew coaxing had failed. They hoped that hunger and
loneliness would make him brave enough to try. It was a tough but wise
method, a¢ it worked.

Q.5 What was the pilst dreaming of ac he flew? (The Black Aeroplane)
Ans. He was dreaming of the breakfast he would have in England. He was
happy and relaxed, Flying through a calm night.

Q.6 What did the pilot cee that curprised him?
Ans. He caw a black aeroplane flying beside him, withovt any lights, and
there was nobody in the cockpit. It was a ctrange and mysterious cight.

Q.7 How did the black aeroplane help the pilst?

Ans. When the pilot was lost in the ctorm with low fuel and & failed compags,
the black plane flew ahead and led him to the airport, where he landed
cafely.
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Q.8 What did the woman at the control centre cay to him?
Ans. She caid there was wno other agroplane in the cky that night. She had

ceen only his plane on the radar.

Q-9 What do you think happeved? WWac it the pilot'c own celf that helped him?
Ans. Probably the pilot'c own celf helped him. In fear, he might have been
hallucinating. He was a good pilot and his own courage and instinct may

have quided him. The ctory deliberately leaves it unsolved, as a mystery.

Board Exam Questions (Important)

Q.7 Compare the two ctoriec: what ic common between them? (4-5 lines)

Ans. Both ctoriec deal with fear and courage. The ceagull overcomes the fear
of Flying with the push of hunger, and the pilot overcomes the danger of
the ctorm with presence of mind.

In both, a mysterious force or hunger helps us find the courage that

was within ug.

Q.2 Why does the author cay the pilste face was ac white ac a cheet’? / How
did the pilot feel when he heard the woman? (Short)
Ans. The pilst was chocked and amozed to hear there was no other

aeroplane. He had ceen and followed it for a long time, co the news made
him feel both fear and awe.

Q.3 Write a note on the father of the seagull. What was his role?

Ans. The father was the one who quided the young ceagull, along with the
mother. [1e encovraged the young bird with food and with words.
Eventually the parents’ decision to leave him alsne made him fly.

Q-4 Value-based: Yhat does Hic First Flight' teach u¢ about overcoming fear?
Ans. It teachee that fear ic mostly in the mind. When we are pushed into a
cituation, or when we want comething Strongly, we find the ctrength to
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do it. We chould try new things instead of ctaying in our comfort zone.

Q.5 Reference to context: Probably, it was the narratorc own celf that
helped him through the ctorm.’ Explain.
Ans. The pilot'c own courage and ckill tosk him through the danger. Having no
other aircraft on the radar, it cuggects that he imagined the biack
plane in his fear, or that hic mind found a way to cave him.
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