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ENGLISH SECTION (Hindi terms in brackets)

The Tunnel

Class 7 English * Chapter 4 * Detailed Notes + Important Q&A + Board Questions (2026-27)

Chapter Review in Easy Language

1. About the chapter

These Class 7 English Chapter 4 notes on The Tunnel take you on an adventure in a quiet
jungle where a railway embankment cuts through evergreen trees. The story has two main
characters: Suraj, a young and curious boy who loves trains and the natural world, and
Sunder Singh, an experienced and calm railway watchman who looks after the tunnel. Their
meeting shows adventure, teamwork, responsibility and respect for wildlife. This guide gives a
Class 7 English The Tunnel summary, character notes, vocabulary, grammar and board-style
questions in simple language.
2. Setting and characters

The story opens around noon in a very still jungle. Railway tracks run along an
embankment and disappear into a dark tunnel through a hill. Suraj loves watching trains and
the surroundings. Sunder Singh lives and works near the tunnel and is shown as watchful
and responsible. He cares deeply for the local animals and for the safety of the trains that pass
through. Before reading, students think about adventure activities, how they spend weekends,
places they would like to explore, their preferred activities and how they feel about teamwork,
which helps them relate to the story.
3. Story summary

Suraj waits near the tunnel to see a train go by. In his imagination the train is a magical
creature, and he notices 'two straight black serpents’, which are the railway lines, and the
smoke from the engine. As the train comes closer its sound grows louder and Suraj senses it
before he sees it; he compares its arrival to the roar of a wild animal moving through the
forest. After the train passes, Suraj explores the tunnel, though he knows there is danger.
Suspense begins when Sunder Singh tells him that a leopard has been spotted inside the
tunnel. The leopard is usually harmless and is only taking shelter there, and Sunder Singh is
concerned that the train may harm it unless it is driven out in time.

The narrative captures both the risks and the beauty of life near the tunnel. Sunder Singh
and Suraj work together, one with experience and the other with enthusiasm, to alert the

leopard and avoid disaster. In a tense moment Suraj finds himself inside the tunnel trying to
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help, but he is afraid. Sunder Singh's presence and guiding voice reassure him. Finally the
leopard leaves the tunnel and the story ends with the train moving safely through.
4. Themes: teamwork, responsibility and living with nature

The Tunnel stresses teamwork: Suraj and Sunder Singh coordinate to protect both wildlife
and the train. Sunder Singh's care for the animals and his sense of duty come out in his
dialogues, for example when he says he has 'lent his tunnel to the Government', which shows
stewardship and respect for both nature and work. He also believes it is 'safer in the forest
than in the town', and he uses examples from his own life to teach Suraj about balance in
nature and how animals and people can coexist. Suraj's bravery, curiosity and love of
adventure are other important themes, and so is the unlikely friendship between a boy and a
watchman.
5. Language skills, writing and extension

Glossary: shimmered means to shine with a moving light; a railway embankment is a wall
made to carry the railway over low ground; instinctively means acting without a plan; a
plume of smoke is a long, thin cloud of smoke. Sound words such as creaking, chatter, rustle,
hissing and puffing appear in the story or connect to train travel and the jungle, and there are
matching and fill-in-the-blank exercises. Grammar: the correct use of '‘would' and ‘used to' to
talk about past routines or habits. Punctuation: colons and semicolons to connect related
ideas and lists, with a descriptive passage on the lanes of Charminar as the example. Writing:
students write about their own train journey, starting with first impressions, describing
sights and sounds and reflecting on emotions. Exploration: the Atal Tunnel under Rohtang
Pass, described as the world's longest highway tunnel above 10,000 feet, and the early history

of Indian railways, including the first passenger train and important railway stations.

Exam tip

Remember the two comparisons Suraj makes: rails as 'two straight black serpents’ and the
approaching train like the roar of a wild animal. Both are similes/comparisons and often
asked.

Important Words & Terms (Glossary)

Term Meaning
Shimmered Shone with a moving light.
Railway embankment A wall made to carry the railway over low ground.
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Instinctively Acting without a plan.

Plume of smoke A long, thin cloud of smoke.

Watchman A person who guards or watches over a place.

Coexist To live together peacefully, as animals and people.

Stewardship Taking responsible care of something entrusted to you.
Q Colon and semicolon Punctuation used to connect related ideas and lists.

Would / used to Forms used for past habits and routines.

W

> Chapter 4 = The Tunnel; characters: Suraj (curious boy) and Sunder Singh (railway
watchman).

> Setting: a still jungle at noon, a railway embankment and a dark tunnel through a hill.

> Suraj sees rails as 'two straight black serpents’ and the coming train like a wild animal's
roar.

> A leopard is inside the tunnel, sheltering; Sunder Singh worries the train may harm it.

> Suraj and Sunder Singh work as a team; the leopard leaves and the train passes safely.

> Sunder Singh 'lent his tunnel to the Government' and says it is safer in the forest than in

Q the town.

> Grammar: would / used to; punctuation: colon and semicolon; sound words: creaking,
chatter, rustle, hissing, puffing.

> Extension: Atal Tunnel under Rohtang Pass; history of Indian railways.
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Atal Tunnel &
railways
Nature &
animals

Suraj

Sunder
Singh

The leopard ]

—

( Teamwork }

Concept map of Chapter 4

Table 1: The two main characters

Character Qualities Role

Suraj young, curious, adventurous, brave | loves trains; helps to alert the
but afraid in the tunnel leopard

Sunder Singh experienced, calm, watchful, railway watchman who checks the
responsible, caring towards tunnel and guides Suraj
animals

Table 2: Sound words and where they fit

Sound word

Linked with

creaking, puffing, hissing

train travel

chatter, rustle the jungle
Flowchart: Events of the story
Train passes; .

Sunder Singh They work Leopard

Suraj waits to Suraj ‘
. > » | warnsofa |» | togetherto | » | leaves; train

see a train explores the ,
leopard alert it passes safely
tunnel

MERIT SPRING — NOTES BY ABHISHEK SIR

More Notes

Game Zone Virtual Labs

Mock Tests

Question Bank Daily Current Affairs Video Lessons

Notes, tests, games & virtual labs for Class 6—-12 — sab kuch free sikho: www.msroh.in

Page 4 of 16


https://msroh.in
https://msroh.in
https://msroh.in
https://msroh.in
https://msroh.in
https://msroh.in
https://msroh.in
https://msroh.in

Class 7 | English | Chapter 4

The Tunnel
Teacher: Abhishek Sir « Free notes at msroh.in

Important Questions with Answers (From the Lesson)

1. Where is the story set?

Ans. In a quiet, still jungle around noon, where a railway embankment cuts through
evergreen trees and the railway tracks disappear into a dark tunnel through a hill.

2. What does Suraj imagine the train to be?

Ans. He imagines it as a magical creature. He sees the rails as 'two straight black serpents'
and notices the smoke of the engine, and he compares the approaching train to the roar of
a wild animal.

3. What danger does Sunder Singh warn Suraj about?

Ans. He says a leopard has been spotted inside the tunnel. The leopard is usually harmless
and is only sheltering there, but the train may harm it if it is not driven out in time.

4. How do Suraj and Sunder Singh work as a team?

Ans. Sunder Singh brings experience and calm guidance, while Suraj brings enthusiasm
and courage. Together they try to alert the leopard so that both the animal and the train
stay safe. When Suraj is afraid inside the tunnel, Sunder Singh's presence and voice
reassure him.

5. What does Sunder Singh mean by saying he has 'lent his tunnel to the Government'?
Ans. It shows his sense of stewardship and responsibility: he looks after the tunnel
carefully, as a duty, and also respects nature and the animals that use it.

6. What does Sunder Singh believe about the forest and the town?

Ans. He believes it is safer in the forest than in the town. He uses examples from his own
life to teach Suraj about balance in nature and how animals and people can coexist.

7. Which values does the story teach?

Ans. Teamwork, responsibility, courage, curiosity, kindness towards animals and respect
for nature.

8. How does the story end?

Ans. The leopard leaves the tunnel and the train moves safely through.

9. What is the difference in use between ‘would’ and ‘used to'?

Ans. Both are used to talk about past routines or habits. The chapter gives practice in
filling blanks with either form and seeing them in example sentences. (The chapter notes
do not state further rules, so check your textbook for the finer points.)

10. What is the Atal Tunnel?

Ans. As given in the chapter's exploration section, it is the tunnel under Rohtang Pass,

highlighted as the world's longest highway tunnel above 10,000 feet.
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Board-Pattern Questions-1Mark |

1. Who is the young boy in 'The Tunnel'? (1)
Ans. Sura).
2. Who is the railway watchman? (1)
Ans. Sunder Singh.
3. What animal is spotted in the tunnel? (1)
Ans. A leopard.
4. What does Suraj call the railway lines? (1)
Ans. 'Two straight black serpents..
5. What does 'shimmered’ mean? (1)
Ans. Shone with a moving light.
6. What is a railway embankment? (1)
Ans. A wall made to carry the railway over low ground.
7. What does ‘instinctively’' mean? (1)
Ans. Acting without a plan.
8. Name two sound words from the lesson. (1)
Ans. Any two of creaking, chatter, rustle, hissing, puffing.
9. Which forms talk about past routines? (1)
Ans. 'Would' and ‘used to"
10. Under which pass is the Atal Tunnel? (1)
Ans. Rohtang Pass.
11. Which punctuation marks connect related ideas and lists in this chapter? (1)
Ans. Colons and semicolons.
12. What does a ‘plume of smoke' mean? (1)

Ans. A long, thin cloud of smoke.

Board-Pattern Questions — 3 Marks
1. Describe Sunder Singh's character. (3)

Ans. Sunder Singh is an experienced, calm and watchful railway watchman who lives
near the tunnel. He is responsible and cares deeply about animals and the safety of the
trains. He guides Suraj with wisdom and reassures him when he is afraid.

2. How does Suraj describe the approaching train? (3)
Ans. Suraj imagines the train as a magical creature. He notices 'two straight black

serpents’ (the railway lines) and the engine's smoke. He senses its arrival from the growing
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sound and compares it to the roar of a wild animal making its way through the forest.

3. Why is the leopard in the tunnel a problem? (3)

Ans. The leopard is usually harmless and has gone into the tunnel only for shelter. But a
train is about to pass and could harm it, so Sunder Singh and Suraj must drive it out in
time.

4. What does the story teach about teamwork? (3)

Ans. It shows that experience and enthusiasm together can solve a problem. Sunder
Singh's calm knowledge and Suraj's courage combine to protect both the animal and the
train.

5. What does Sunder Singh say about the forest and the town, and what does it show? (3)
Ans. He says it is safer in the forest than in the town. It shows his belief that animals and
people can live together in balance with nature, and his respect for wildlife.

6. How does the chapter connect the story with real-life India? (3)

Ans. In the exploration activities students read about the Atal Tunnel under Rohtang Pass,
the world's longest highway tunnel above 10,000 feet, and about the early history of Indian

railways, including the first passenger train and important stations.

Board-Pattern Questions — 5 Marks

1. Write the summary of 'The Tunnel' in your own words. (5)
Ans. Around noon in a still jungle, Suraj waits near a railway tunnel to see a train. He
imagines the rails as two black serpents and the approaching train as a wild animal's
roar. After the train passes he explores the tunnel, where Sunder Singh, the watchman,
tells him a leopard is sheltering inside. Worried that the train might harm the animal,
they work together to alert it. Suraj is afraid inside the tunnel, but Sunder Singh's voice
reassures him. The leopard finally leaves and the train passes safely.

2. Discuss how the story shows respect for nature and wildlife. (5)
Ans. Sunder Singh cares deeply for the local animals, and his main worry is that the
leopard may be hurt by the train. He treats the leopard as a harmless animal seeking
shelter and tries to drive it out safely instead of harming it. His statement that it is safer
in the forest than in the town and his idea that animals and people can coexist show
respect for balance in nature. By helping him, Suraj also learns this respect.

3. Compare Suraj and Sunder Singh. (5)
Ans. Suraj is young, curious and adventurous, full of enthusiasm and imagination, and he

is brave but afraid inside the tunnel. Sunder Singh is experienced, calm and watchful, and
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he is responsible and caring towards animals and trains. One brings enthusiasm and the
other experience, and their unlikely friendship makes the rescue successful.

4. Write a paragraph on your own train journey, using the guidance in the chapter. (5)
Ans. Start with your first impressions, for example: "The moment I stepped on to the
platform, the smell of tea and the noise of the crowd made my heart beat faster. Then
describe the sights and sounds of travel, such as the creaking and puffing of the train and
the rustle of fields outside the window, and finish with how you felt, for example excited, a

little nervous, and sad when the journey ended. (This is a model written by me; the chapter
only gives the guidance.)
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I : G (48 AT AT I ARSI ATdT &, A G0 IcATE AT G186 | 910
e & AU &l dded diT &l RITIST LA & dT(eh STa? A ST IHT gaed 75 |
T G GO H S7AT & ar ga¥ (g & Ioferfd i ey 39 JoET adr & |

5. '€ & 29T € T A e’ FgH X 48 T FJT AT 8 2
I : IE AT TG AT T &6 qTa=T &9TTaT 8 : 8 T Al ideT & €T H
TTTITT & 0T AT & S TR 4T IHHRT STANT FEA aTed I Al T
T aears |

6. ST 3T IET & T F Y g |TATAAT & 2
I : T8 AT & [ IET H ST H TId OaT 8 | T8 A9 S(1a+ & ISTge0i
IS &l TR & QA AT AL T AT & 98 -0 & a1 F [qEmar s |

7. FETAT -9 JoF fa@Tare ?
I S -ah, e, |Ted, [T, Sawt & Jid @37 30T THhid & G917 |

8. FETII &I AT A aIAT & ?
I : AT GO F (e SITAT & 7% ST FEFare aTe Srar & |

9. 'would' 3fIX 'used to' ¥ TIT H FIT 7T E ?
ITC: TAT ANl (=TT AT MEAT & (AT TANT &1 & | 3T ad = §
TS VT & Y 30T SETEL0-aTea T § 374 &% &l SN &dT & | ((TeAT-Ted
AT & (97 TET TATd, SATAT aRRAT & (AT AT TeT &I a4l 1)

10. AT GUTFTR ?
I : ST i @I & AT T URANT &2 & 19 &l T &, 5@ 10,000
T & FIT Fl AT &l G AT TTHNT AT TqTET 4T 7
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ey -1
1. 'The Tunnel' &T JaT ASHT D & ? (1)
ST |
2.3 St AT e 2 (1)
SRS LA A
3. GUT H FIT-HT ATAG €T 74T ? (1)
ﬁ'{‘:ﬁ'@lﬂ
4. QI XA &l TeIET w T FT FgdT & 2 (1)
IC: T AT A A F19T |
5. 'Shimmered' &T FT A & 2 (1)
I : fEeaa T T & 5 |
6. XA-qEsT F TR 2 (1)
3T AT STHI A of I & [0 a=1 &9 |
7. 'Instinctively' T FIT 3 &2 (1)
I : foAT FSAT & FT FAT
8. qTe | &I sqf«-qrsg aqren | (1)
I : creaking, chatter, rustle, hissing, puffing T REaET
9, AT Fl feeT= T AT a7 &T HeT-T & 2 (1)
I 'Would' 37 'used to'|
10. FeT gorfag R F T2 (1)
ST UEANT &L & - |
11. ST AT § Gaia e i gi=at & ae-8 fas g Ssa €2 ()
IAC: ATAT AT HIR AT |
12. 'Plume of smoke' HT T 3¢ & ? (1)
3T : U & AT, TqAT I8 |

CIER CCR o )

1. §=X fg & Sfer @ ava #2001 (3)
I Ha? HE O7 & I W& aTAT STHET, I 1Y G917 T Sialee & | a8
e & oY SHast T WS Ar fir graT T TR aTE T 8 | 98 s 8
GTST &7 g FewTa T & oY 27 9T 98 YT AT |

2. IS AT g5 TTET HT TS F war 8 2 (3)
I IS TS Al TGS Sl q¥8 HeaqT HAT & | T8 & G0 &rel T (A Ff
Tefvat) ST ST T A T F | TEAT AT & TE JA AT BTG FIA R
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AT IHEHT AT TITA H ITEAT T STAT SAAY il T818 J Har & |

3.UTH Ao anear & 8 2 (3)
ITC: TG ITH: BT & & 3T hael AT & (A0 G H AT 7 | 92 ST I
ATAT & 3T I THAT T5 AT Gl &, SHAT Ga? (G7 AT I Al I q0T TT
e AT 7

4. FETAT E7-T & T F47 femrar 82 (3)
3% 7% fe|Tdr & ff 1T 31 IcqTs fAees a9eaT g 9&d & | 987 9 &
I ST AT G &l ATad (HART a7 A IATST aHT af T8T Fd & |

5. ST A TEC & I H e g FTFgAT R A I FTIWATR 2 (3)
3T : T8 FRAT & [ I&L § ST H ATId LT & | T8 39T ([q9aTd 9iar & [
SHEY AT AT TR & Gr GqeA- H 97 18 G &, AL IS a1 & Tid IHET
HHTT |

6. I FETAT Sl TR WG & v Srsars 2 (3)
I FerITratatadr #§ faegmift TganT &t & A= 3 T, ST 10,000 Hie &
FUT I AT A qEE AT TSHIT G 7, 3T TEAT ITAT TTET 9T T S S I+
AiEd IdT T & TR I6 Sfaad & ¥ H 9&d & |

e -9 I9 - 5 3«

1. 'The Tunnel' HT G 39« Te2T & for@T | (5)
I TNTRT o AEITE I TIA H G T -G dh I ST TG Sqf T Hear & |
5 TFT HT &7 A 1T ST ATAT ST A SOTAT STEaY il G/TS ST ded =T
FIAT & | ST I 92 a8 GOT H G7aT 7, T&l Sele §a7 [Hg 39 aarar & (@
JIAY U g ST of 5T & | ST & (& ST a7 &l THaET 15T dadl &,
AU T (A 39 ddh Fed & | G397 § g7af S3aT & I gav (48 &l SanT 39
ITET 24T & | A dg3 (et SITaT 8 1Y ST geied o S |

2. 9T & o FETT TR S TIS(GT & TTd GHATT F (<€t & | (5)
I : Ha¥ 98 ST SAaeT &6 T84T I9aT8 &vdT & A 39al 97 Har & &
ST & dgU &l 91 T &30 | 98 dgU &l AT GIoTd T gd Sa? qdT & 37
I R TR AT & ST LW TR [FARTAT Al SIS FAT & | IHAR T8 FYT
foh wrET & STt H e gYMT ' ST SaY § AT 919 7F 96d &, Th(d &
AT & T T [G@Tar & | S9! A8 diteh G991 ¥T I8 T drEdr = |

3. GIT S o< fag & goer &r | (5)
I : GISA 4T, (3T, 1 TH= 0T &, ITAT8 AT HcdA T § 97T, AT TagL 8 I
I H ST £ | a7 (g AET, S 307 JS0T &, 30 SAail a Tsar & yid
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=T auT 5T | Us SoaTE ATaT & ST g9 AW, AT I AT &
IS & G I4TAT & |

4. ITATT & ATTEY T ITAIT T TAT LA -ATAT I TF A=aa for@r | (5)
ITC: AT THAT BT F & O, TH 2 A &L H ASHIH T TR =T, T GG
AT IS & I & T &et at St T | [/ IT3T & g1 = ATy &7 aue
FIL, S ITST 6 TITES AT TRAT A el & IT8T @i fir Gai8e, AT AT
T AT AT TATSAT, TH IoAT(E T, AT TELIT 247 AT ITAT GHI &1 0
3T | (FE HIT [T T9AT 7 ; 3T haef ANTE9 &aT & 1)
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