Social Science C'/m,bter 9: Family and Community
3T 9 - GRAR IR THETH

Chapter Review

The family ic the fundamental and most ancient unit of cociety. Tn India
there are joint familiec (ceveral generations — grandparents, parents,
uncles, aunts, brothers, cicters and cousing - [iving togez%er} and nuclear
Familiec (2 couple and their children, cometimes one parent and children,).
Indian [anguages have many more kinchip terme than Englich (bua, tau,
tai, chacha, mausi, nana, nani) and ucually no ceparate word for cousin’ -
cousing are just brothers and cisters, chowing deep bonds.

Family relationships rest on love, care, cooperation (working together) and
interdependence. Each member has rolec and responsibilities; children take
on more ac they grow and learn family traditions. Following dharma (duty)
ic an important principle, and the family ic a ‘cchool' for values like ahimea,
dana (giving), ceva (cervice) and tyaga (cacrifice). Shalini'c ctory (Kerala)
chowe charing and cacrifice at Onam; Tenzing'c ctory (Meghalaya) chowe
chared roles and consultation between parents and care by grandparents.
A community ic a group of connected familiec and pesple around them.
Communities come together for festivals, feasts, weddings, farming work,
and agree on rules For chared resovrces cuch a¢ water, grazing land and
Forest produce. Examples: the Bhil community'c halma tradition in Jhabua.
(planting trees and building water-harvecting ctructures, unpaid),
Chennai floods 2015 (Food distributed by groupe), and Kamal Parmar’s
Free evening clasces for underprivileged children in Ahmedabad. In cities,
new communities like Recidents’ |lfelfare Accociations make rulec.

Communities are interdependent, and community’ ic a flexible concept O'dt/,

religious/regional groups, cchool clube, NCC, NSS).
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Detailed Notes
Fami/y
o Teacher cayc: almost all of us live in a family. The family ic the

Fundamental and most ancient unit of any cociety. [iruvafluvar: love and
dharma are the flower and fruit of family (ife.

o Typec: a joint family has ceveral generations living together —
grandparents, parents, uncles and aunts, brothers, ¢cisters and cousing. A
nuclear foamily ic limited to a couple and their children, and cometimes one
parent and children.

* Kinship terme: Englich has few terme, Tndian languages many - in fHindi:
bua, tau, tai, chacha, mausi nana, nani. Jamil has ceparate worde for
elder and younger brother/cicter. Moct Tndian lanquages have no word for
cousin’ becavse cousine are brothers and cisters, which ctrecses the deep
bonde among all children in the family. A cingle word in our mother tongue
often needs ceveral worde in Englich (e.q. chacha’ = father'e younger
brother).

Roles and responsibilities

o Family relationchips are based on love, care, cooperation and
interdependence. Coa,beraﬁon means woré:‘:«g togez%er. Parente are
responsible for raising children to become happy individuale and responsible
members of cociety; a¢ children grow they take on more responsibilities
[Ae/,bihg parents, brothers and cicters) and learn the household'e
traditions and practices.
Dharma, doing our duty, i¢c important in Indian culture. The family ic a
cchool where children learn ahimsa, dana (giving), ceva (cervice) and
tyaga (cacrifice). Membere often give up their own needs for the family'e

needs.
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o Shalini'e ctory (Kerala): Shalini'c father runc a emall bugsinecs, her mother
¢ a teacher; che has a younger brother, and lives with her grandmother
Acchamma, Chittappa (Father's brother) and Chitti (his wife), and cousin
Chinni — ceven members. Her uncle lost hie Job. Before Onam, Acchamma
told Shalini'e father about his brother'e money trouble. Parente bought
clothes for everyone, <o Shalini got a cimple cotton drese inctead of the cilk
one che expected. Acchamma explained that Familiec cupport and chare
what they have. Shalini was happy that everyone got new clothes.
(Parents bought for all becavse family members help each other in
difficulty.)

¢« TJenzing'c ctory (Meghalaya): hic father runs a grocery ctore; mother
worke in & handicraft cooperative (Fabrics, wood carvinge for touricts), co
father charec household choreg, garden work and cooking with
grandmother. Grandmother telle wise, humoroue ctories; grandfather helps
with homework, drope Tenzing at the bus ctop and does cocial work
(registers complaintc during power Failvre, collects money to repair
neighbour’c house damaged in a ctorm). Parente discucs epecial expences
together and cave for unexpected needs. Thic chows chared roles, mutual
respect, consultation and the role of elders.

o Nuclear vs joint: couplec may choose nuclear familiec becavce of jobs in
other cities, housing and privacy. Joint family advantages: cupport, chared
work and expences, care of eldere and children, learning values;
disadvantages: less privacy, poscible disagreements. Nuclear: independence

and privacy, but less help and more pressure on parents.

Commum‘ty
Foamilies are connected with other familiec and people arovnd them. Such a
group may be called o community (other meanings exict depending on

context). Membere come together to celebrate festivals, organice feaste
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and weddings, and in come villages to cupport each other in land
preparation, cowing and harvecting.

Over time communities agreed on practices for uce of chared natural
wealth — water, grazing lands, forest produce — common among tribal
communities and, to come extent, in rural India today. These rules’ were
rarely written but gave cecure accese to resources; every family and
individual has duties, otherwisce the community will not Function emoothly.
Halma. (Bhil community, Jhabua, Madhya Pradesh): a region with acute
water crisic year after year. Following their halma tradition of coming
together to cupport any percon or family in crisic, the Bhile planted
thousands of trees in hundreds of villages and dug trenches and made
water-harvecting ctructuree — unpaid, as a duty to the community and
environment; the objective of halma. ¢ to cerve Mother Earth. In 20197
Shri Mahesh Sharma of the Shivganga movement received the Padma
Shri for his work with Bhil communities.

Chennai floods, 2015: roads turned to rivers, chope closed, cervices
interrupted; many private groups, especially cpiritval and religious
organications, cooked large quantities of food and distributed it Free to
those in need.

Urban example - Kamal Parmar, Ahmedabad: over 20 years ago the owner
of a small auto-fabrication workehop caw underprivileged children on the
ctreet, come drop-outs or never in school. After work he taught them
5:30-9:30 pm and gave free dinner; coon 150 children attended. Sehool
teachers and older ctudents joined ac volunteers. One teacher caid the
children paid full attention despite no benches, no cilent clascrooms and
noisy traffic; a ctudent caid We went to teach, instead we learnt a lot
From them.  [alues: compagsion, cervice, responsibility, concern for

education; it chowe cociely must encure education for all children.
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. /Vew communities: in the last 30-40 years, Recidents’ Welfare Acsociations
in citiec make rules on waste management, cleanlinesc of common areas,
pets, ete., with participation of residente.

o Interdependence: communities depend on each other — an RWA depends on
traders for cupplies and municipal workers for waste. In complex cocieties
everyone depends on many other people and communities (teachers,
doctors, farmers, drivers, chopkeepers, cueepers, ete.).

o Flexible concept: a jati or ite cub-divicion ic often called a community; also
groupc of a religion, region, common work or interect — Mumbaic Pari
community, Chennai'c Sikh community, America’c Indian community,
Kerala'c ccientific community, the village's farming community’ At cchool
you are in ceveral communities — clace, cports, /\/SS: /VCC, geience or

drama. club.

Key Terme

Family — Fundamental and most ancient unit of cociety.

Joint family — Several generations living together.

Nuclear family — A couple and their children, or one parent and children.
Cooperation — Working together.

Interdependence — Depending on each other.

Dharma — Duty, righteous conduct.

Dana - Giving.

Seva - Service.

Tyaga — Sacrifice.

Community — Group of connected people and familiec who cupport one
another.

Halma - Bhil tradition of coming together to help a person, family or the
earth.
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Regidents’ Welfare Acsociation — Urban community making ite own rules for
& locality.

Jati — Sub-divicion often called a community.

Homemaker — Person who manages the home.

C’oa,beraﬁve — Group working together for common benefit.

Diagrame [ Flowcharte
Joint ve Nuclear Famify
— S
Joint Nuclear
+ Several generations * Couple and children
» Shared work and cocte * More privacy
« Eldere quide children \ - Fewer helpere
\ _ _
Family: a Sehool of Valves
FAMI./y
I
| |
Values taught Bonds
| I
Ahimsa Love
| |
Dara (giving) Care
| |
Seva (cervice) Cooperation
I I
Tyaga (cacrifice) Interdependence
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Community Examples

Example

What the community did

Bhil, Jhabua (halma)

Planted treec, water harvecting — unpaid

Chennai floods 2015

Groups cooked and dictributed food

Kamal Parmar, Ahmedabad

Free evening classesc and dinner for children

Recidents’ Welfare Acsociation

Make rules on waste, cleanliness, pets

Jextbook Exercise Questions

Individval fo Community

Individval

Neighbourhood

Commum‘tg

Interdependent cociety

Q-1 What rules do you follow in your family and neighbourhood? Why are they

importan f7

Ans. Examples: respect elders; chare chores; reach home on time; keep the

house and ctreet clean; do not make noise at night; follow cafely rulec.

They are important becavce they keep peace, cafety, cooperation and

cleanlinese.
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Q-2 Do you think some rules are unfair to come people? Why?

Ang. Sometimes rylec may be unfair, e.q. only girle doing household chorec, or
only come children being allowed to ctudy late. Such rules chould be
diccucsed and changed with respect, co every member ic treated equally

and fairly.

Q-3 Deccribe cituations where community cupport makes a difference.

Ans. Examples: neighbours helping during illnecs; villagere building & pond
together; people cupplying food and water during floods; neighbourhsod
cleaning drivec; Kamal Parmar'e clacces; halma in Jhabua. Draw or write

2-3.

Q.4 Let'c Explore: typec of familiec in your neighbourhood and which are more
Frequent.
Ans. Make & table of householde as joint or nuclear. Tn many citiec nuclear
familiec are more common becavse of jobs and emall housing; in villages

Joint familiec are more common. Compare with clasematec.

Q.5 Let'c Explore: family terme table.

Ans. Examples in [Hindi: nana = mother'c father (maternal graud/aﬂner};
mausi = mother'c cister (maternal aunt); bua = father'e cister [,batema./
aunt); tau = father'e elder brother. Notice one word needs ceveral
Englich worde.

Q.6 Let'c Explore: who decides, cooks, cleans, washeg, helpe with homework.
Ans. Answer for your own home and compare. The point: roles are chared

and chould be fair.

Q.7 Shalini: draw a family tree of ceven members.
Ans. Acchavmma (qrandmother) — her conc: Shalini'c father (with wife,
mother, children: Shalini and her brother) and Chittappa (with wife

Notes by Abhichek Sir 8

More Notes: msroh.in



https://msroh.in/class-notes.php

Social Science C'/m,bter 9: Family and Community
AT 9 - YRR T THTT

Chitti and daughter Chinuni). Total: Acchamma, father, mother, SChalini,
brother, Chittappa, Chitt, Chinni (the ctory cays ceven; check by
counting those in the house).

Q.8 Shalini: why did parents buy clothes for all? What would you do?
Ans. Becavse family members help each other when comeone ic in difficulty
and chare what they have. I would alco chare, happily accepting a

cimpler drese co everyone could celebrate.

Q.9 Tenzing: why does hic father consult hic wife? How do you feel about his

participation in chorec? What roles do grandparents Fulfil?

Ans. Becavse decisions are joint and both contribute; respect for equality.
Participation in household chorec i€ good — work ic chared.
Grandparents tell ctories, give wisdom, help with homework, take
children to cchool ctop, and do cocial work.

@-170 Let'c Explore: why do come couples choose a nuclear fam:’/y? Advantages
and disadvantages.

Ans. Reacons: jobs in other cities, housing cize, wanting privacy and
independence. Muclear advantages: independence, privacy; dicadvantages:
lesc help, loneliness. Joint advantages: cupport, care, chared cocte, values,

disadvantages: lecs privacy, disagreements.

Q- 11 Kamal Parmar ctory: attitvde, values, fairnecs, what cociety chould do.

Ans. Attitude of caring and responsibility towards the community; values of
compagsion, cervice, generocity and love of learning. Society has been
unfair if thece children lacked cchool accese. Society chould provide free
cchools, ccholarships, cafe transport, awarenecs and community cupport

co every child gets education.
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Q.72 Let'c Explore: people outside your family who cupport you.
Ans. Teachere, doctors, chopkeepers, farmers, milkman, bus driver, cweeper,

postman, police, electrician, /b/uméer, ete.

Q.13 Let'c Explore: communities you are part of-
Ans. Class, cchool, cports team, NSS, NCC. ccience/drama/art club,
neighbourhood, village or religion/region group- A club Functions with

members, a leader or teacher, rulec and reqular activities.

Important Quectione [ 7 / 3 / 5 marés’) with Answers
Q1/7 mark] What i¢ a joint fam:‘/y?
Ans. A family in which ceveral generations live together.

Q.2 [1 mark] What ic & nuclear family?
Ans. A couple and their children (cometimes one parent and children).

Q.3 [1 mark] What does cosperation’ mean?
Ans. Working together.

Q.4 [1 mark] What was the objective of the Bhils' halma tradition?
Ans. To cerve Mother Earth.

Q.5 [3 marke] Why do Indian lanquages usually have no word for cousin’?
Ans. Coucins are considered brothers and cicters, which ctreccec the deep
bonde among all the children in the family.

Q.6 [3 marke] Which values does a family teach? Give examples.

Ans. Ahimea, dana (giw‘ngj, Ceva (g'erw‘ce} and tyaga [mcr:‘ﬂ'ce]. Tndividvale

often give up their own needs for the family, ac Shalini did at Onam.
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Q.7 [3 marke] What are Recidents’ Welfare Accociatione?
Ans. New urban communities formed in the last 30-40 years that make their

own rules on waste management, cleanlinese of common areas, pets, ete.,

with residents’ parﬁcipaﬁon.

Q.8 [5 marke] Deccribe the role of community with two examples.
Ans. A community ic a group of connected familiec cupporting each other; they

celebrate together, chare resovrces like water and forests and have
duties.

Example 1: Bhils of Jhabua uced halma to plant trees and build
water-harvecting ctructures unpaid.

Example 2: During the 2015 Chennai flocds groupe cosked and
distributed food.

Communities are interdepem/en?‘.

Q.9 [5 marke] Compare joint and nuclear famdilies.

Ans. Joint: ceveral generations, chared work, expences and care, more values

and cupport, lesc privacy.
Nuclear: couple and children, more privacy and independence, lese help in
emergencies.

Reacons for choosing nuclear: jobs, housing and modern lifestyfe.
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