Chapter 10: The Book That Saved the Earth
Class 10 English - Footprints without Feet (Supplementary)

Chapter Review
"The Book That Saved the Earth” ic a humorous play by Claire Boiko, cet
in the future. It ic a ccience-fiction comedy.
In the twenty-fifth century, a Hictorian of the future telle how in the
tweuty-ﬂ‘rrf century, Martiane tried to invade the earth, but a book caved
it. The twentieth century was called the Era of the Book’
The Martiane’ leader ic Think-Tank, a Martion with a huge ballson-like
brain, and hic acsictant ie Noodle. The Martian ch/}b lande on Earth and
finds a book, the nurcery-rhyme collection Mother Gooce.
Think-Tank thinks the book ic a candwich. Moodle politely corrects him,; it

i¢ for communication, first for the ear, then for the eye.

Think-Tank reads the rhymes ac threats. Mictrecs Mary’ means earth
people grow rare metale and explocives; Hey Diddle Diddle’ means they
teach animale cpace travel: Humpty Dumpty’ loske like his own ballson
head, <o he fears they are after him.

He decidec to abandon the invasion and eccape, leaving the dangerous’
book behind. The Martiane Hee.

The Hictorian ends by caying that the book caved the earth. The play ic a
comedy of misunderstanding and chows the value of books.

Key Terme
Era - Along period in A/.«'z‘ary.

Invade — To enter a country to take it by force.
Martian — A percon from Mars.

Think-Tank — The Martian leader with a huge brain.
Nursery rhyme — A traditional children's poem.
Adulate - To praice too much.

Misinterpret — To understand wrongly.
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Mother Goose — A famovs book of nursery rhymes.

Diagrame [ Flowcharte
Plot of the Play
Martiane land on Earth

l
Find the book Mother Gooce

!
Think-Tank micreade the rhymes ac threats

!
He fears the Earth ic tos powertul

!
Martians flee, the book savee Earth

Think-Tank ve Noodle

— L Y-

Think-Tank Noodle
+ Leader with huge brain * Acsistant, practical
* Proud, jumpe to conclucions - Polite, flattere first
\ Micinterprets everything \ Corrects gently

About the Author
o Claire Boiko i¢ an American writer of plays for children and young people.

Theme [ Message

* Books are precious and teach ug to think. Micunderstandings and

arrogance con lead to wrong conclusions.

o Humour: the play makes fun of those who read too much into things.
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/I/I:s’rea.c/mys by Think-Tank

Mictrecs Mary: Earthlinge grow rare metale and high explocivec.
o Hey Diddle Diddle: they taught animale music and cpace travel: even dogs

have & ¢ence of humour.

o Humpty Dumpty: the picture looks like hic own big brain, <o he thinks they
know him and plan to capture Mars Central Control.

Jextbook Exercise Questions
Q-1 Why was the twentieth century called the Era of the Book’?

Ans. There were bosks on everything, from anteaters to Zulus. Books taught

how, when, where and why, and were illustrated and decorated.

Q.2 Who tried to invade the earth in the twenty-firet cen f«ry?
Ans. The Martiance.

Q.3 What queccec does Think-Tank make about the bosks?
Ans. Firet he thought they were candwiches. Noodle cuggected they were
communication devices, then for ear communication, and finally for eye

communication.

Q.4 How does Noodle avoid offending Think-Tank but correct his mistakes?
Ans. He first praicec him, then cays hic own thoughts are only ingignificant
bite of data, ¢o that Think-Tank doesn't feel corrected.

Q.5 How would you handle Think-Tank's mistakes?
Ans. I would politely cuggect the right answer after giving him respect.

Q-6 Are books being replaced by electronic media? Coan we do away with
books?
Ans. E-books and online clacces are cpreading, but books have their own

,'mparta,nce, TAG Fee/ Olfa book can't be rep/aced.

Notes by Abhichek Siv



Chapter 10: The Book That Saved the Earth
Class 10 English - Footprints without Feet (Supplementary)

Q.7 Why are books referred to ac a man’s best companion?
Ans. They quide, teach, entertain and never leave ug; they give knowledge and

wisdom.

Q.8 How does Think-Tank micinterpret nursery rhymes?
Ans. He read Mictrecs Mary as growing explocives, Hey Diddle Diddle’ as
animale trained for cpace and Humpty Dumply’ ac a hint of his own

capture.

Q.7 Do the aliens cpeak Englich? What could their language be?
Ans. No. They cannot understand the book, calling the worde ‘cquiggles and
dots’ They would have a Martian language.

Board Exanm Questions (Important)
Q.7 Write a character cketch of Think-Tank. (100 worde)
Ans. Think-Tank ic the Martion leader with a huge brain. He ic proud and

believee he knowg everything. He misreads cimple nurcery rhymes ac

dangerous threats. fe ic fearful and decides to run away. (Hic arrogance
and misunderstanding cave the earth, o he ic the comic centre of the
play.

Q.2 How does the book cave the earth?

Ans. The Martiane micunderstand its innocent rhymes ac ¢igne of Earth's

great power and withdraw from the invacion.

Q.3 Reference to context: "Books are communication devices.” Who cays thic
and what does it chow about the cpeaker?
Ans. Noodle cays this. Tt chowe he ic more cencible than Think-Tank and
tactfully corvects him.
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Q.9 Value-based: Why chould we read books?
Ans. Books give knowledge, develop thinking and imagination, and keep ue

company. They can even cave civilications, ac thic play chowe.
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