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C’Aapz‘er Review

The period before writing ic called early human history [,bre/ug'tory) and i¢
underctood mainly through archaeological evidence fike tools, foscile and
cave art. More than 99% of human history (From abovt 3 million years
290 to 5,000 years ageo) falle before writing.

The Harappan (Sindhu-Sarasvati) ccript, found on ceale and pottery, ic
pictographic and ctill not deciphered. The Sumerian cuneiform and
Egyptian hieroglyphs have been deciphered and mark the beginning of the
historical period about 5,000 years ago. Brahmi was uced from abovt 400
BCE and was formalised by Emperor Achoka.

Before writing, artefacts are the major cource and it ie difficult to know
people’s thoughte; dating ic only approximate. After writing, both material
remaing and documents are cources, and dating is more accurate.
Bivlogical evolvtion: early ancestors (australopithecines) gradually evolved
into modern humange (Homo capienc). Cultural evolvtion: humane developed
toole and technology to adapt to climate and environment, and chifted
From hunting-gathering to agriculture.

Early humane evolved in Africa. Homo erectvs, who made hand axes and
cleavers, was the first hominin to leave Africa about 2 million years ago.
Homeo capiene evolved in Africa about 300,000 years ago and a major
movement out of Africa took place around 125,000 years age.
Archaeologiste dig cites to find tools, bones and other objects, and even
experiment by making similar tools. Focsile are preserved remaing or traces
of early life turned to ctone over thousands or millions of years. Hominine

are tool makers; the earliest ctone toole are about 3.3 million years old.
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Sequence of ancectors: Homeo habilic (Aam/y man, Olduvai Gorge, chopper
tools), Homo erectve (handaxes, cleavers, first to leave Africa),
Neanderthale (Europe and South-Weet Acia till about 40,000 year< ags)
and Homo capienc (the only human cpeciec living today).

Stone Age ctagee: Palaeolithic (0ld Stone Age), Megolithic and Neolithic
(New Stone Age). Later ages: Chaleolithic (copper with ctone), Bronze Age
(cop,bel' plus tin) and Tron Age.

Palaeolithic: hunter-gatherers uging cimple ctone toole (handaxes, cleavers,
cerapers, cho,bperc} and living in caves or open camps. In India,
Attirampakkam (Tamil Noadu, abovt 1.5-1.2 million years ags) and
I{’am,buk [Karna?‘a.,éa, about 1.2 million years aga} are early cites. { ater
they made ccrapers, borers, pointe, blades and microblades, the bow and
arrow, cove paintings, pigments and beads.

Mecolithic (abovt 12,000 yearg aga]: climate became warmer, forects and
grasclands cpread, <o there were more cmall animals, fich and wild graine
and the first population explosion. Microlithic (tiny) tosle and fiching were
common. Rock chelters like Bhimbetka (Madhya Pradech) have paintings.
MNeslithic Revolvtion: a chift from hunting-gathering to food production
through domestication of plants and animale, cultivation and herding,
pottery and the first village cettlements. Tt ic called a revolvtion becavse it
changed the whole way of life and [aid the basic for civilication. It did not
happen at the came time everywhere.

In the Indian cubcontinent, /V]e/lrgal’h [Bo/an River, about 2000 BCE) i1
the oldest Neolithic cite and earliest farming village: mud-brick houses and
granaries, graves, ornaments of lapic lazuli, carnelian and chell, wheat,
barley, cheep, goats and zebu cattle. By abovt 4000 BCE ite people made
copper objects (Chaleolithic), laying the base for the Bronze Age
Sindhu-Sarasvati civilication (abovt 3500 BCE onwards).
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Early Harappan ctage (before 2600 BCE): copper tools raised
productivity; regional pottery ctyles, beads, chell bangles, terracotta and
copper working developed. Perimeter walle, ceale and early ccript began.
Kalibongan chows ploughed Fields with double cropping. Hamp,ban: hod
ctandard weights (binary multiples for emall unite and tens for large)
which helped long-distance trade.

Four early civilicatione arose in river plaing: Harappan (Sindhu and
Sarasvati), Mecopotamian (Tigrisc and Euphrates), Egyptian (Nile) and
Chinece [Haahg He). Mecopotamia and the Hamp,banf were close and
traded.

Mecopotamia means land in between: the Fertile Crescent has high
agricultural potential. Four city-based civilications: Sumerian, Akkadian,
Acsyrian and Babylonian. Sumeriane built canale and dams, used mud and
burnt bricks, worchipped many gods and built zigqurats (ctepped temples)
arovnd which cities grew. Temples controlled economic life and priests were
part of the ruling clase.

Sumeriane ctarted writing abovt 3300 BCE: cuneiform (wedge-chaped
marks presced on wet clay tablets). Seribee had high ctatuc. Sumeriane
invented the wheeled cart and cailboat and a number cyctem based on 60
(60-minute hour, 360-degree circle).

Akkadians under Sargon (2334 BCE) formed the worlde first dynactic
empire; the Epic of Gilgamech ic an early ctory. Sargon’s records mention
trade with Dilmun (Bahrain), Magan (Oman ) and Melubha (identified
with the Sindhu-Sarasvati civilication). Acryrianc (Acsur ) follswed, and
Babylonia rose under Hawmurabi (1292 BCE), famouve for the Code of
Hommurabi, a written cet of laws that influenced (ater legal cystems.
Babylonia weakened by 1400 BCE due to Hittite attacks and internal

problems.
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Egqyptian civilication grew along the Nile arsund 3000 BCE. The yearly
Flood left rich black mud (kemet, the ‘black land’). Eqyptians dug ditches
and reservoirs, made a 365-day calendar by counting the dayc between
Floods, and developed local government. Papyruc was used for writing. The
ccript (hieroglyphs) was deciphered by Champollion in 1822 with the help
of the Rocetta Stone.

Egqyptian rulere were Pharaohe. Mactabae were ctacked to form pyramids
(Step Pyramid at Saqgqara) becavse Egyptians believed in the ka (epiritval
double) that curvived if the body was preserved by mummification. Society:
Pharaok, officials, noblec and priests, free landholders, articans and
merchants, and cerfe and clavee. Women could own property and run
businecses (Cleopatra).

Chinece civilication developed along the Huang He (Yellow River) and
Yangtze. Neolithic cultures abovt 2000 BCE; bronze about 2000 BCE;
citiec about 1600 BCE. Dynasties: Shang, Zhou, then Qin (first imperial
dynacty; name China’ probably from Qin) and Han. Oracle bones (animal
bones and tortoice chells) are the earliest written cource. The ccript ic
logographic. Crafts: jade, bronze and silk (Silk Poute). The Great Wall was
built over about 2,000 years to quard against nomad raids.

Bronze Age civilications arose independently in fertile river plaine and
chared featurec: agriculture curplus, cities, trade, writing, adminictration

and cocial hierarchy. Many cultural roots lie in this age.

Key Terme
Archaeology — Study of the past through remaing cuch ac tools and fossils.

Focsil — Preserved remaing or tracec of ancient (ife turned to ctone.
Hominin — Group including early human-fike ancestors; tool makere.

Homo erectve — (pright ancestor who made handaxes and first left Africa.
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Homeo capiens — Modern humang, evolved in Africa about 300,000 years age.
Palaeolithic — Qld Stone Age; hunting-gathering with cimple ctone tools.
Mecolithic — Middle Stone Age; microlithic tools, fiching.

Neolithic Revolvtion — Shift from food gathering to food production.
Chalcolithic - Age of ucing copper along with ctone tosls.

Bronze Age — Age of bronze (cop,ber plus tin) tools and early cities.
Cuneiform — Wedge-chaped writing of Cumeriang on clay tablets.
Ziggurat -G tep,bea/ tem,b/e of /Mecapofamian erties.

CI'ty—S'tafe -A eity that rules the territory around (t.

Papyruc — Egyptian paper made from reeds.

Mummification — Preserving a dead body in Eqypt.

Pharaoh — Ruler of ancient Egypt.

Diagrame [ Flowcharte
Stages of Early Human Hictory

Palaeolithic: hunter-gatherers, ctone tools

!
Mecolithic: microlithe, fiching, rock art

!
Neolithic: farming, pottery, villages

!
Chaleolithic: copper plue stone

!

Bronze Age: cities, writing, trade

!

Iron Age: ctronger toole and weapons
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Human Ancestors

Auctralopithecinee

Home habilis: tool maker

Homeo erectus: handaxes, left Africa

Neanderthale: till 40,000 years ago

Homeo sapiens: modern humans

Palaeolithic, Mecolithic and Neolithic

—

Palaeolithic and Mesofithic

* Hunting and gathering

* Handaxes, ccrapers; microlithe later

* Caves and rock shelters, temporary

campe

\ Fiching and cmall game in Mesolithic

\

—

/Vea/z‘tA:'c
* Farming and herding
* Polished ctone tools, pottery
* Permonent v///ayef

* Mehrgarh: wheat, barley, zebu

7

\

—

Before and After Writing
—

Before Writing

« Over 99% of human hictory
: Artefacts main covrce

\ . Dat:’ng approximate

\

After Writing
- (act 5,000 years
* Artefacte plus docvments

\ - Dates more accurate
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Bronze Age River Civilisations

River Valley Civilications
|

| I
Harappon Megcopotamian Egyptian ' Chinese
1 1 1
Sindhu and Tigric and Nile Huoang He and
Sarasvati Euphrates Yangtze
1 1 Pharaohe, I
Undeciphered Cuneiform, zigqurat ‘ pyramids, papyrus Oracle bones, cilk,
ceript Jade

—

Mecopotamia, Eqypt and China at a Glance
—

Megopotamia and Egypt \ China
+ Sumer, Akkad, Acsyria, Babylonia + Shang, Zhou, Qin, Han dynastiec
« Hammurabi'e Code, cuneiform * Oracle bones, logographic script

: Jade, brouze, ¢ilk, Great Wall

- Eqypt: Pharaok, hieroglyphs, papyrus,
\ calendar

J\

M/Ay Study Early Homan History?
It helpe us underctand the long process of bislogical and cultural evolvtion

in relation to climate and environment.

The ability to produce curplus food and goods laid the foundation of

eivilication.

Hamp,ba.n Water Management (Don't Miss Qut)
© Early Harappans built check dams called gabarbande in Baluchictan.
Dholavira (Kachchh) hoad a cystem of interconnected tanke cut into rock,
Fed by diverted ctreams.

Lothal had a huge dockyard of burnt bricks.
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Important Sources and Facts
o Egyptian calendar: 12 months of 30 days plus 5 extra days, based on the

rising of Sirivs.
o Pocetta Stone (Found 1299) had Greek writing, which helped Champollion
decipher hieroglyphs in 1522.

+ China wag the first to uce paper currency and a civil cervices cystem.

Questions and Activities (with Answers)
Q.1 Did life become eacier or more challenging after humanc ctarted farming?

Give two reasoncs.

Ans. It became both. Eacier: a cteady food cupply and curplus, permanent
homes in villages, and time for crafts, trade and culture. More
challenging: hard daily work in fields, dependence on rain and monsoon,
Fear of Hoods and droughts, erop diceasee and conflicts over land.
Overall farming led to cettled life and civilication.

Q.2 The environment offers both opportunitiec and challenges. Explain with
reference to early Farming communitiec and river-valley civilications.
Ans. Rivers gave fertile coil, water for irrigation, trancport and trade, which
helped farming and cities. But foods, droughts and changing river
courses brought destruction, co people built dams, canale, ditches and

calendars to manage them.

Q-3 Why do hictorians divide early human hictory into Stone, Bronze and
Tron Ages? What does it tell ue about human progress?
Ans. The divicion i¢ based on the main material used for toole and on changes
in technology, food-getting and cettlement. It chows progrese from
cimple ctone toole to metal, from hunting-gathering to farming and from

cmall campe to cities, each ctage building on the earlier one.
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Q.4 Deccribe one day in the [ife of a Neslithic farmer. What challenges would
a hunter-gatherer not face?

Ans. Sample: I wake at dawn, take the cattle out, plough the field with a
cimple tool, cow or harvect wheat and barley, grind grain, make pottery
and return to my mud house in the village in the evening. Challenges:
g’tayfng i one ,b/ace, a(epem//ny on rain, 'brofect}p‘,g crops from animal¢
and ctoring grain, which a hunter-gatherer who moves with food does

not worry about.

@.5 IF the HAV&Plbah ceript were deciphered tomorrow, what new information
could hictorians get?
Ans. We could learn the namecs of rulere and cities, their language, (aws,
religion, trade records, cocial ctructure and eventc with dates, which

now we only guess from artefacts.

Q.6 Prepare a table of Palacolithic, Mecolithic and Meslithic features.

Ans. Palacolithic: handaxes, cleavers, ccrapers; caves and open campe;
hunting-gathering. Mecolithic: microlithe, bow and arrow; rock chefters;
Fiching, cmall game, wild graine. Neolithic: polished tools, pottery;

permanent villages; farming and domestication.

Q.7 "Bronze Age civilicatione developed independently but chared common
features.” Examine.
Ans. All four arose in river plaine, had curplus agricvlture, cities, trade,
meta//uryy, writing and organiced adminictration with cocial A/era./fchy.
Vet each had ite own script (cuneiform, hieroglyphs, oracle characterc,
Harappar cealc), religion, buildings and political cyctem.
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Q.8 Advantages and dicadvantages of cettling near rivere.
Ans. Advantages: fertile coil water, trancport, trade, fiching. Dicadvantages

.
.

Hoods, changing course, diseasec and the need to build dams and canale.

Q.9 Why was the Code of Hammurabi important? Was it fair to all?

Ans. It was one of the earliect written laws, /baé/fc/y d,‘y,b/agec/, giving &
common rule for civil and cocial conduct and a model for later legal
cyctems. It may ot have been equal to all becavee punichments could

differ by cocial clase.

Q.70 Compare cocial hierarchy of Eqypt with Mesopotamia or China.

Ans. Eqypt: Pharaoh at the top, then officials, noblec and priests, then free
landholders, articans and merchants, and cerfe and claves.
Mecopotamia: king and priests (temples ruled the economy), merchante,
Farmers and craftsmen. China (Bronze Age): ruling class and noblec at
top, then farmers and labouvrers. All were hierarchical, with rulere and

priests above farmers and workers.

Q.11 Which one major innovation of early civilications changed the world, an
why?

Ans. Writing, becavce it let people record [aws, trade, ctoriec and knowledge
and pass them to later generations, o history became documented and

knowledge could grow.

Board Exam Questions (Important)
Q.1 Dictinguich between the Palacolithic and Neslithic periode.
Ans. Palacolithic: Old Stone Age; people were hunter-gatherers ucing rough

d

ctone tools and lived in cavec. Neolithic: New Stone Age; people practised

farming and herding, made polished tools and pottery and lived in
permanent villages (Meslithic Pevolvtion,).
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Q.2 Why i¢ the Neolithic called a revolvtion?

Ans. Becauvse it changed the whole way of [ife: people moved from qathering
food to producing it by domesticating plants and animals, cettled in
villages and developed pottery, laying the foundation of civilication.

Q-3 Write a note on Mehraarh.

Ans. Mehraarh on the Bolan Piver ic the oldest Neslithic cite (about 2000
BCE) and earliest farming village in the cubcontinent. People built
mud-brick houses and granaries, buried the dead, wore beads and
ornaments, grew wheat and barley, raiced cheep, goats and zebu, and
made copper objects by about 4000 BCE, forming the base of the
Sindhu-Sarasvati civilication.

Q-4 Deccribe the featurec of the Sumerian civilication.

Auns. Earliest city-based civilication in Sumer; canale and dams, mud and
burnt bricks; many gods and zigqurats around which citiec grew; temples
controlled economy; cuneiform writing from abovt 3300 BCE; inventions
like the wheeled cart, cailboat and base-60 number cystem.

Q.5 How do we know about early Eqypt? Name the courcee and the ceript.

Ans. From papyrus records, temple and tomb paintings, pyramids and
mummiesc, and hieroglyphic writing. The ccript was deciphered by
CAam/ba//iou in 1822 uc¢ing the Rocetta Stone, which had Greek writing
alongeide.

Q.6 Naume two Chinese dynactiec of the Bronze Age and two contributions of
Chinao.
Ans. Shang and Zhou. Contributione: oracle bone writing and logographic
ceript, <ilk, jade and bronze crafts, the Great Wall, paper currency and

eivil cervices.
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Q.2 MCQ: Which civilication i¢ described a¢ the land in between'’? (2)
Egyptian (b) Mecopotamian (c) Chinece (d) Harappan.
Ans. Answer: (b) Mecopotamian.

Q.8 Value-based: What can we learn from early civilicatione abovt managing
rivere and resovrces?
Ans. That cooperation, planning and respect for nature are needed. Early
people built canale, dams and tanke and chared water, which we chould

continve with wice water poncervation.
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