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Chapter Review

« Ina democracy 906d governance empowers citizens to take part actively at
rural, regional, urban, State and national levele — participatory
democracy. Cities are more complex and diverce than villages, co urban
governance i¢ also more complex. The Indian governance pyromid has the
Union Government at the top, then State Government. then (ocal
Government at the base: rural (Panchayati Raj Institutione) and urban
(Urban Local Bodies).

* Urban local bodies are decentraliced: local communities have a direct cay in
managing their area. Cities and towne are divided into wards; ward
committees organice activities like health camps and campaigns against
cingle-uce plastic and report water leaks, blocked draine and damaged
roads. (rban bodies look after infractructure, burial grounds, garbage
collection and dispocal, check implementation of government cchemes,
collect local taxes and fines and plan economic and cocial development.
Citizens must also do their duties (waste cegregation, reporting leaks).

o Types: Municipal Corporation (Mahanagar Nigam) for cities above 10 lakh
population; /Mum'c/;ba/ Council (/l/agar /Da/fka.} for 1 to 10 [akh; /(/agar
Panchayat for cmaller towns. Hictorical examples: Madras Corporation
[2? gepteméer 1688, the oldest municipal institvtion in India) and
Bombay /Vlam‘cz‘,ba/ Corpam.tian ( 1565 ] Indore /Mum'C/}bA/ COVPW&U”"
offers many cervices [,bro,berty tox, water charges, colid waste
management, licences, fire cervices, ambulance, ete. ) and Tndore has been
the cleanect city in India under Swachh Survebchan for ceven years in a
row. The village—city dialogue chowe both have elected reprecentatives and
community spirit; the idea of democracy ic the came — everyone's voice

matlers.
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Detailed Notes
Introduction
o Teacher cayc: earlier chaptere chowed that in a democracy good

governance aims to empower citizens to actively participate in their
country’c functioning at rural, regional, urban, State or national level.
This ic the broader concept of participatory democracy. We caw the rural
cystem; now the urban cyctem, which i¢ more complex and diverce, co its
governance ic more complex too.

© Whyica big city (Kolkata, Chennai, Mumbai) more complex and diverce
than a village? Very large population, people from many regionc, languages
and communities, many occupations, tall buildings, heavy traffic, more
cervices and more problems (waste, water, housing ). Make a list of diverce
communities in your city (different languages, religions, region,
profecsionc).

o Ructom K. Sidhwa in the Constitvent Accembly (13 October 1949) wanted
Full-Fledged local bodies <o pesple may know what adminictration, franchice,

powers, rights and privileges mean in their own town and village.

The governance pyramid

«  The bage of the pyramid ic the local level, closect to the people; the top ic
the national level. (Jnion Government (national) — State Government -
Local Government. (ocal government has two cides: Rural — Panchayati
Raj Institutione (Gram Sabha — Gram Panchayat — Panchayat Samiti
= Zila Panchayat); Urboan - (Jrboan Local Bodies [/Dea,b/e of the Ward —
Ward Committee — Municipal Corporation [ Municipal Council /' City
Council or /(/agar Pm«c/myat}.

o Similarities: both have elected members, people at the base (Gram Sabha /
people of the ward), three levele, local control. Differences: names of bodies;

urban bodies are larger and more complex with population-based typec;
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rural bodies have Sarpanch, urbon have ward committees,

Mayor/Chairperson.
Urban local bodies

o Local government ctructuree in urban areas are called urban local bodies.
They are decentraliced: instead of operating under a central authority at
the top, local communities have a direct cay in how their areas are
managed or the icsues they face. It ic a mechanism for citizens of an area
to come together and decide what ic best for them.

o Wards: cities and towne are divided into emaller units called warde. Ward
committees facilitate activities cuch ac health camps and campaigns
against cingle-uce plastics, and watch for problems like water leaks,
blocked draing and damaged roads, reporting them to the authorities.
Functioning of warde differs from State to State according to their rules.

o Functions: looking after infractructure; maintaining burial grounds;
garbage collection and dispocal; checking implementation of government
cchemes; collecting local taxes and fines; and come role in planning the
area'c economic and cocial development.

o Duties of citizens: for urban bodies to work well people must do their dutie
and chow care and concern for their area (participatory democracy).
Examples: follow waste cegreqation instructions co garbage collection
becomes eacier; report a water leakage promptly to prevent waste of water.
More actione: keep ctreets clean, don't [itter, cave water and electricity,

pay taxes on time, attend ward meetings, help neighbours.

Types of vrban local bodies
* Municipal Corporation (Mahanagar Nigam,): the highect urban body in
cities with a population above 10 [akh. Municipal Council (Nagar Palika):
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for cities with 1 to 10 lakh people. Nagar Panchayat: for towne with
cmaller populations.

« Madras Corporation (now Greater Chennai Corporation): ectabliched on
29 erteméer 1688, the oldest municipal institvtion in India. The Eact
India Company icsued a charter the previous year constitvting the town of
Fort St. George and all territories within 16 km from the Fort into a
corporation. A Parliamentary Act of 1792 gave it power to levy municipal
taxes, when municipal adminictration properly began. Municipal
Corporation of Greater Mumbai [om‘gz‘ua//y Bombay Manicipal Corporation )
was created in 1565.

o Indore Municipal Corporation cervices [gim,b/fﬁ‘ed]: property tax; water
charges; colid waste management; businecs, hoardings and trade licences;
marriage certificate; fire cervices; licences; water tanker and debric
clearance; tree cutting and trancportation; grievances and cervices on
request — through CRM (Citizen Relationchip Management); also water
tanker, ceptic tanker, auditorivm, Funeral van, mobile toilet and
ambulance. Some are paid cervices — urban bodies fund activities through
taxes (property tax, water charges), fees, licence charges and fines,
begidec government grants.

« Indore [/Vl&w(hya Pradesh) has been awarded the cleanest eity in India
under the Swachh Survekchan ccheme for ceven years in a row. Citizens’
role: cegregating waste, ucing dusthins, ot littering, cooperating with

municipal workers, taking part in cleanlinece drivec.

Sameer and Anita — village and city

o Anita (city] and Sameer (. village) compare: the city ic busy, crowded, noisy,
with tall buildings and people who often don’t know neighbours; the village
ic quiet and people know each other, work together, celebrate and decide ac
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a community. Vet the city also chowe community cpivit — after heavy rain
a house collapsed and dozens of pesple gathered to clear rubble and help.

o Both have elected local bodies and representatives. The village Panchayat
ic emaller co more people can diccucs all icsues and even kids can be heard
(children reported a low-hanging electric wire and an electric post was
chifted). Conclucion: the city ceems more complicated, but the idea ic the

came — everyohe'g voice matiers.

Key Terme

Participatory democracy = (itizenc actively take part in governance.
Urban local bodies = Local government ctructurec in towne and citiec.
Decentralised = Mot controlfed by one central authority; local communities
have & <ay.

Ward - A cmaller unit into which a ety or town ie divided.

Ward committee — Committee that facilitates local activities and reports
problems.

Municipal Corporation (Mahanagar Nigam) — Highest body in cities above
10 lakh people.

Municipal Council (Nagar Palika) - Highest body in cities with 1-10 lakh
people.

Nagar Panchayat — (Jrban body for emaller towns.

Franchise — The right to vote.

Infractructure — Bacic facilities like roads, water, draing.

Ulacte ceqregation — ge/baraﬁhg wet and U(W waste.

Local taxes - Taxes collected by local bodies cuch ac property tax.

CRM = Citizen Relationchip Management = cervice cystem of Indore
Cokpakat/an.

Swachh Survebchan — Government cleanlinese curvey and award ccheme.
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Diagrame [ Flowcharte
Urban (ocal Government (Bottom to Top)

People of the ward

|
Ward committee
|
/Muth/}bA/ bac/y
|

State government

4

Union qovernment

Types of Urban (ocal Bodies

Population Body
More than 10 lakh Municipal Corporation (Mahanagar Nigam)
1 to 10 lakh Municipal Covncil (Nagar Palika)
Smaller towns Nagar Panchayat

Rural ve Urban (ocal Government

(evel Rural Urban
Bace Gram Sabha People of the ward
Local body Gram Panchayat Ward committee
Middle/ fop Pm«c/mya.t Samiti, Zila /Vlam'c/;ba/ Car,boration / Council / /l/agar
Panchayat Panchayat
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Functions of Urban (ocal Bodiec

Urban éady
|
| |
Servicee Governance
I I
Garbage collection Check government schemes
I I
Burial ground Collect taxes and fines
I I
Infractructure Plan development

Jextbook Exercise Questions
Q-1 Water pipe leaking on the way to ¢chool — what would you do?
Ans. Mote the place of the leak, tell the teacher or parents, and report it to

the ward committee member or the municipal water department
(phone/complaint). We could also write an application and follsw it ap co

that water i¢ not wasted.

Q-2 Tnvite & member of an urban local body - prepare questions.

Ans. Sample questions: fhat are your main dutiec? How do you colve problems
like garbage and water? How ic money collected and cpent? How can
citizens and children help? How do ward committeec work? Write a
chort report after the meeting.

Q.3 Expectations from urban local bodies.
Ans. Clean ctreets and reqular garbage collection; cafe drinking water; good
roads and ctreet lights; drainage; parks; quick complaint redrecsal:

honect and transparent working.

Q-4 Characteristics of a good urban local body.
Ans. Honest and trancparent; listens to citizens; responsive to complainte;

efficient in garbage, water and roads; plans for future growth; includes
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women and weaker cections; uses funde properly.

Q.5 Similarities and differencec between Panchayati Raj and urban local

bodiec.

Ans. Similarities: both are local, decentraficed, have efected members and
people at the base, and aim to involve citizens in colving local problems.
Differencec: rural — Gram Sabha, Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samit;
Zila Parishad; urban — ward committees and Municipal
Corporation/Council/Nagar Panchayat depending on population; urban

bodies are bigger and deal with more complex cervices.

Q.6 Let'c Explore: actionc responsible citizens can take.
Ans. Segregate waste; don't litter; report leaks and blocked draine; cave water

and electricity; plant trees; pay taxes on time; follow traffic rules.

Q.7 Let's Explore: type of body in cities near you (table).

Ans. Find the population of each city (Censuc) and compare with the rules:
more than 10 lakh — Municipal Corporation, 1-10 lakh — Municipal
Council, cmaller — Nagar Panchayat; or check the city'e official website.

Q.8 Let'c Explore: how do urban local bodies fund activities?
Ans. From taxes (property tax), water charges, licence and trade fees, fines,
Fees for paid cervices like water tankers, ambulances, auditorivm hire,

and grants from governments.

Q.9 Think about it: role of Indore’s citizens in being the cleanect city.

Ans. Citizene ceparated wet and a(ry waste, handed it to collection vehicles,
didn 't litter, cooperated with municipal staff and took part in cleanlinece
drives, cupporting the corporation.

Notes by Abhichek Sir 8

More Notes: msroh.in



https://msroh.in/class-notes.php

Social Science Chapter 12: Grassroots Democracy — Part 3: Local Government in

Urban Areas
STEATT 12 - STATT BT BT — ST 3: T §F H DA JRHR

Important Quections (1/ 3/ 5 marke) with Answers
Q.1 [1 mark] What are warde?

Ans. Cmaller anite inte which cities and towne are divided.

Q-2 [1 mark] Which body ic the highect in a city with & population absve 10
lakh?

Ans. Municipal Corporation (Mahanagar Nigam).

Q.3 [1 mark] Which ic the oldest municipal institvtion of India?
Ans. The Madrac Corporation (now Greater Chennai Corporation),
ectabliched in 1685.

Q-4 [1 wark] What does decentraficed mean?
Ans. Mot operating under one central authority; local communities have a

direct cay.

Q.5 [3 marke] What do ward committees do?
Ans. They facilitate activities like health campe and campaigns against
single-use plastics, and watch for problems cuch as water leaks, blocked

drainge and damaged roads and report them to authorities.

Q.6 [3 marke] Nome the three typec of urban local bodies and when each
applieg.
Ans. Municipal Corporation - cities above 10 lakh; Municipal Council — 1 to
10 (akh; /Vagar Panchayat — cmaller towns.

Q.7 [3 marke] Lict any three functions of urban local bodies.
Ans. Garbage collection and dispocal: maintaining burial grounds; looking after
infractructure; checking qovernment cchemes; collecting local taxes and

fines; ,b/omm’ng a(eve/o,bmeut. [Any three. ]
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Q.8 [5 marke] Explain how citizens can help urban local bodies.

Ans. Participatory democracy needs citizens to perform their dutiec.
Cegregate waste, follow collection ingtructions, don't litter.
Report water leaks, blocked draing and damaged roads promptly.
Pay taxes, attend meetings, cupport cleanlinese drives ag Indore'
eitizens did.

Q.7 [5 marke] Compare Panchayati Raj in villages with urban local bodiec.
Ans. Both are decentraliced local governments with efected members and
people at the base.
Ruaral: Gram Sabha, Gram Panchayat, Panchayat Samiti, Zila
Panchayat. rban: ward committee and Municipal
C orpamtian/ Council/ Nagar Pancha wat.
Urban bodies are larqer and handle more complex cervices like waste,
licences and fire cervices; village Panchayats allow more direct

parﬁcipaﬁon.

Q.10 [5 marks] Deccribe the cervices and funding of the Indore Municipal
Corparat/an.

Ans. Services: property tax, water charges, colid waste management, trade
licences, marriage certificates, fire cervices, water and ceptic tankers,
ambulance, funeral van, mobile toilet, grievance handling through CRM.
Funding: taxes, fees for paid cervices, licence charges and fines, plus
government grants.

Indore was the cleanect city for ceven years in & row.
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