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Chapter Review

o India has & rich diversity — landccapes, people, languages, ccripts, drece,
food, festivale and customs. With over 1.4 billion people (abovt 18% of the
world), the People of India’ project of the Anthropological Survey of India
etudied 4,635 communities and counted 325 lanquages in 25 ccripts; many
Indiane are migrants living away from their birthplace. [/incent Smith
acked how one could write India’e Air?‘ary in the face of bewildering
divercity’ and answered: Jndia offers unity in divercity — the Many in the
Ore..

o Unity chowg in many fields. Food: common ctaple graine (vice, wheat,
barley; millets like bajra, jowar, ragi; pulses) and cpices (burmeric, cumin,
cardamom, ginger) are uced in thousande of different dishes. Clothing: the
unstitehed cari, in hundreds of varietiec of fabric, weave, design, colovr
and draping, with a history going back centuries BCE; Indian cotton and
chintz were exported to Europe. Fectivals: e.9. Makara Sankranti arsund
19 January under many names (Pongal, Lohri, Magh Biku, [ttarayan,
Khichd:, ete.).

o (iterature: the Paichatantra (at least 2,200 yearc old) has been adapted
in almost every Indiam language and travelled to Southeast Acia, the Arab
world and Europe, with abouvt 200 adaptations in more than 50
languages. The two epics, Ramayana and Mahabharata, are told in
countless regional, folk and tribal vercions (about 100 folk versions in
Tamil Nadu alone); K.S. Singh caid there ic hardly a place the epic heroec
did not vicit according to folklore. India celebratec divercity ac enrichment
while remembering the underlying unity.
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Detailed Notes

A rich divercity

+ Teacher cays: if you travel by train acrose India you notice changing
landccapes, dresces, foods, languages and ccripts. Even in your own area
people come from other regione with different customs. Divercity ic the
first thing visitors notice.

Numbere: over 1.4 billion inhabitante (abovt 18% of the world population).
The Anthropological Survey of India'c People of India’ project ctudied
4,635 communities in afl States, counted 325 languages in 25 ccripts, and
found that many Indiane are migrants — people not /iw’ug near their
birthplace or original community.

Activity idea: fict the birthplaces of five clacematec and their parents, and
their mother tonguec and other languages, to cee divercity.

Vincent Smith (Britich historian): How, in the face of cuch bewildering
divercity, can a history of India be written?... The answer ic that India
offers unity in divercity.’ Unity in divercity = the Many in the One' The
two quotafions: Jagore praye never to lose the blise of the touch of the one
in the play of the many; Sri Aurobindo cays unity in divercity ic India’c
very nature (Swabhava and Swadharma).

Foed for all

Thousands, even lakhe, of dichec exict in India, yet certain food graine are
common nearly everywhere: cereals (vice, barley, wheat), millets (lbear/
millet or bajra, sorghum or jowar, finger millet or ragi) and pulsec (dalc
and gramc). These are called 's'ta,b/e graine’ = the basic food of most
Indiane.

Common cpices: turmeric, cumin, cardamom, ginger; common vegetables
and oile aleo. The came ihgred/‘enz‘(‘ [am‘ty) in different combinatione
(divercity) make an endlecs variety of dishes. Examples of graine in the
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Figure: rajma, lobia, basmati and cona masuri rice, chana, arhar, moony,

masoor dal, maize, Jowar.

Textifes and clothing

o Every region and community has its own clothing ctyles, yet traditional
dresces chow commonality. The cari, an unstitched length of cloth, ic worn
in most parte of India, made of cotton, cilb (Banarasi, Kanjivaram,
Paithawi, Patan Patola, Muga, /Myfore] and now cynthetic fabrics, in
hundreds of varietiec, ucing different weaving methods, designs (woven. or
printed) and colovre from many pigments.

o Hictory: a ctone relief from Vaichali (Bikar), a few centuries BCE, chowe a
woman in a cari. India produced the finest cotton for a very long time and
exported textiles to Europe. Printed cotton chintz’ was co popular in
172th-century Europe that calec of come Eurspean drecces fell, and
England and France banned its import to profect their producte.

o Sari = unity and divercity: it ic one drece (unity), but there are many ways
of draping it, fabrics, weaves, designs and colsure (a//vercity ). Travellers
marvelled at ite cimplicity, economy and many wayc of wearing. Women also
uce the cari for many other purpoces (carrying a baby, a cradle, carrying
loads, covering the head, etc.). A relief ic a design that ctands out from
the curface of a panel. The came exercice can be done with the dhoti.

Fectivals qalore

o« India has immence variety of fectivals, but come common ones are
celebrated almost at the came time under different names. Example:
Maokara Sankrinti, marking the ctart of the harvect season in many
parte around 19 January: Pongal (Tamil Nadu), Makara |filakbo (Kerala),
Pedda Panduga (Andhra Pradech), Makara Sankramana (Karnataka),
Vttarayan [GajaMf), Maghi/(ohri [/Dahjaé], Khichd: Parv (ttar
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Pradesh), Magh Bitku (Acsam), Poush Sankranti (Bengal), Shishur
Saenkraat (Kachmir).

© Meaning: the came agricultural and ceasonal celebration i¢ exprecsed in
many local forme — again unity in diversity. In Qctober—November fectivals
like Duscsehra/Durga Pujo/Navratri, and Diwal; (called by different names)

occur.

An epic cpread

o (iterature: Indian literatures are extremely diverce and among the most
abundant in the world, yet chare important themes and concerns. The
Paschatantra, a collection of animal ctoriec teaching life ckills, ic at least
2,200 year< old in Sanskrit; its ctoriec were adapted in almoct every
Indian language and travelled to Southeast Acia, the Arab world and
Europe; abouvt 200 adaptations exist in over 50 languages — one collection
became many.

o The two epics: Ramayana and Mahibharata (an epic ic a long poem
narrating adventurec of herves and great figures of the past). Together
come #,000 pages in original Sanskrit; heroes fight to re-ectablich
dharma. In the Mahabharata, the Pandavas with Krichna'c help fight
their cousine the Kauravas to recover their kingdom. In the Ramayana,
Rama with brother (akchmoana and Hanuman defeate the demon
Ravana, who had kidnopped Sita. Shorter ctoriec inside focus on values
and ack what i¢ right and wrong.

* For over two millenniume they have been tranclated or adapted into
regional literatures in India and beyond, and in countless folk versions (a
curvey found abouvt a hundred folk versions of the Mahabharata in Tamil
Nedu alone). Many communities have their own versions and legends
connecting their history with the epics, ecpecially tribals cuch ag Bhils,
Gonds and Mundas; most tribec of the rortheast and [Himalayan regione

Notes by Abhichek Siv 4

More Notes: msroh.in



https://msroh.in/class-notes.php

Social Science Chapter §: (/mty in Divercity, or Many in the One’
3TEATA 8 - fafaerdr # vahdr, o7 ‘s H

(including Kachmir) have their own vercion of one or both epicc. Example:
the Paicha Pandavar’ ctone in the Nilgirie maintained by Irula tribale.

o K.S. Singh (director of the People of India project): There is hardly a
place in the country which the epic heroes cuch as the Pandavas did not
visit according to folklores.” The epice created a dence web of cultural
interactione acrose India and Acia.

o Conclugion: unity in divercity ic ceen also in clascical arte and architecture.
Indian culfure celebrates diversity ac enrichment but never loses cight of
the underlying unity that nouriches it. Diverg/‘ty does not divide - it

enriches.

Key Terme

Diversity - Variety of languages, foods, drese, customs, landscapec and people.
Unity in divercity — (nderlying onenese amid many differences — Many in the
Ore.

Migrant — Person not living near their birthplace or original community.
Staple graine — Bagcic food graine of most pesple (vice, wheat, millets, pulcec).
Millete — Small-ceeded cerealc like bajra, Jowar, ragi.

Pulses - Dals, beans, grame.

Sari — Unstitched length of cloth worn in most parte of India.

Chintz — Printed cotton cloth exported from India to Europe.

Relief - A design that ctands out from the curface of & panel.

Makora Sankranti — Harvest festival around 19 January with many local
names.

Epic = Long poem narrating heroes’ adventures.

Paichatontra — Collection of animal ctoriec with life lescons.

Dharma - Righteoucnece, duty.

Folklore - Traditional ctories and customs of common people.
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Diagrame [ Flowcharte

Diversity ve Unity
Field Diversity Unity
Food Thousands of dishes Commeon graine and cpicee
Clothing Hundreds of cari varieties One drecs: the cari
Fectivale Many nomes Same harvest festival
(iterature Many languages Saume epicc and Paichatantra
{anguagee 325 languages One Indian culture

Makara Sankranti by Other Names

Region Name
Tamil Nadu Pongal
Keralo. Makara /ilakkv
Andhra Pradech Pedda. Panduga
Gujarat Uttarayan
Punjab Maghi [ Lohri
Accam Magh Bihv
Uttar Pradech Khichdi Parv
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Indian Epics
E,b/cg
|
| I
Mahabharata Ramayana
I I
Pandavas ve Kauravas Rama, (akshmana, Hanuman
1
Krishna helps Defeat Ravana
I I
Fight to recover kingdom Reccue Sita

Spread of the Paichatantra
Sanskrit text, 2,200 years old

|
Indian languages
J
Southeast Asia
J
Arab world

!

Europe: 200 versions in 50 languages

Jextbook Exercise Questions

Q.1 Diccuse the two qustations at the ctart of the chapter.

Ans. Tagore: he praye never to lose the joy of feeling the one’ within the play
of the ‘many’ - the cingle reality beneath varied forme. Sri Aurcbindo:
unity in divercity has always been natural to India and ic the basic of
her nature (Swabhava) and duty (Swadharma). Both ctrecs that the
many forme are held together by one underlying unity.
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Q.2 Select ctoriec from the Parchatantra and discucs their present-day

relevance.

Ans. Example: The Crows and the Snake’ - clevernese colves problems; The
Lion and the Rabbit' — wit beats ctrength; The Monkey and the
Crocodile’ - wise people do not trust flatterers; The Four Friende’ - unity
ic ctrength. These lescons about friendship, wisdom and cooperation are
ctill valid. Similar ctoriec from your region: e.g. Jataka tales,
Panchatantra-like fables, Akbar-Birbal.

Q-3 Collect folk tales from your region and discucs their message.
Ans. Act/w‘tg: ack eldere for a tale, write it in 5-6 lines and ctate the moral
(e.9. honesty, kindness, courage).

Q.4 Any ancient ctory depicted through art — cculpture, painting, dance, film?

Ans. Examples: the Ramayana ccenec in Pahari paintinge and Ramlila
performances; Mahabharata in Kathakali, Yokshagana and Film/TV:
Jataka tales in Bharhut and Sanchi ctone panelc and Ajanta paintings.

Q.5 Diccuce Mehru'e quotation.

Ans. Nehru found that the epics, through popular tranclations, were known
to ordinary people everywhere; their ctories and moralc were deeply
engraved in the mind, even illiterate villagere knew hundreds of vercee by
heart and uced ctories in conversation. Jt chows how culture, not formal

education, bound pesple together and gave richness to life.

Q.6 Let'e Explore: cari ac unity and diversity (100-150 wordc).

Ans. The cari i¢c a ¢ingle unstitched length of cloth worn acroce most of India
— this i¢ unity. Yet it ic woven of cotton, cilk or cynthetics in hundreds of
typec (Banarasi, Kowjivaram, Paithani, Patola), with different weaves,

designs and colovre, and ic draped in many regional and community
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styles — thic ic divercity. Thus one drecc appeare in many forme: the
Many in the One’.

Q-7 Let'c Explore: dhoti ctyles and conclusion.
Ans. Dhoti ic worn in different fabrics (cotton, cilk), drapec (lungi, veshti,
mundu, panche} and used for work and ceremonies. Conclucion: like the

cari, one garment, many forme = unity in c//'verg‘/‘fy.

Q.8 Let’s Explore: favourite festival and October—MNovember festivale.

Ans. Write your own: e.q. Diwali celebrated with lamps; in other places called
Deepaval, Dipawali. Oct-Nov festivale: Ducsehra (1 Vijayadachami, Durga
Puja, Navaratri), Diwali, Bhai Dosj, Chhath Puja, Kartik Purnima/Guru
Nanaok ]ayanﬁ.

Q.9 Let's Explore: ingredientc uced at home; many diches from one vegetable.
Ans. Make your own list: rice, wheat, dal, turmeric, cumin, ginger. Example:
potato can make also cabzi, parathas, tikki, chipe, kadhi, dum also,

camoca filling.

Important Quectione [ 1 / 3 / 5 marés'} with Answers
Q1/7 mark] What does unity in a/iverg'/‘ty'mean?
Ans. Under/yiug oneness in the midst of many differences - '/V/m«y in the One’

Q2/7 mark] Name two ctaple graing of India.
Ans. Rice and wheat (also barley, bajra, jowar, ragi).

Q.3 [1 mark] Which festival i celebrated ac Pongal in Tamil Nadu?
Ans. Makara Sankrant.

Q-4 [1 mark] What ic the Paschatantra?
Ans. A collection of animal ctoriec teaching life ckifls, at least 2,200 years old.
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Q.5 [3 marke] How does the cari chow unity in diversity?

Ans. One unstitched length of cloth worn acroce India [um'ty}, but in
hundreds of fabrics, weaves, designs, coloure and draping ctyles
[a//verc/‘ty}.

Q.6 [3 marks] What did the People of India’ project find?
Ans. It ctudied 4,635 communities, counted 325 /Angaa,ge;' m 25 ceripts, and

Found many Indiane are migrants.

Q.7 [3 marks] How has the Paschatantra travelled beyond India?
Ans. Ttc ctoriec cpread to Southeast Acia, the Arab world and Europe, with
about 200 adaptations in more than 50 languages.

Q.8 [5 marks] Explain with examples how India chowe unity in diversity.
Ans. Food: common graine and cpices make thousands of diches.
Clothing: the cari in hundreds of varieties; chintz exported to Europe.
Fectivale: Makara Sankranti under names like Pongal, (ohri, Bihu.
Literature: Paiichatontra and the two epics in many versions.

Conclucion: diversity enriches; underlying unity nouriches it.

Q-9 [5 marks] How do the Ramayana and Mahabhirata chow unity in

dl'velffl‘ty?

Auns. Both Sanchrit epics (abovt 2,000 ,bagec) tell of heroec re-ectabliching
dharma and have been adapted in regional literatures for 2,000 years.
Countlecs folk and tribal vercions exist (about 100 folk versions of the
Mahibharata in Tamil Nadu); Bhils, Gonds, Mundas and tribee of the
northeast and H/ma/ayas’ have their own versions.

K.S. Singh: hardly a place the epic heroes did not visit in Folklore; they

created a web of cultural interactiong.
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