Chapter 1: A Triumph of Surgery
Class 10 English - Footprints without Feet (Supplementary)

Chapter Review
o This ctory ic by James Herriot, a veterinary curgeon, from hic book All

Creatures Great and Small’ It ic a humorous tale abovt a pampered dog.

o Mrs Pumphrey, a rich widow, has a Pekingece dog named Tricki Woo. She
loves him too much and feeds him cream cakes, chocolates, malt, cod-liver
0il and Horlicks.

o Tricki becomee fat like a bloated causage, lazy and breathlese. He refusec
to eat, vomite and [ies on a rug panting.

o Mrs Pumphrey ic worried and calle Dr Herriot. He underctands at once
that the dog ic only overfed and has vo exercice.

o He telle Mrs Pumphrey that Tricki needs hospital treatment, and takes
him to hic clinic. He cuts dowe the food, and the dog gete exercice and the
company of other dogs.

o Meanwhile Mrs Pumphrey keeps cending gifts like eggs, wine and brandy,
which Dr Herriot and his partrers enjoy. He ic tempted to keep Tricki
longer.

o In two weeks Trick becomes lean, active and Fit. When he i¢ cent home he
leaps into Mrs Pumphrey'c lap.

o Sheic delighted and cays it ic a triumph of surgery, though no curgery

was done. Dr Herriot only used common cence.

Key Terme

Pampering — Treating with too much indulgence.
Lictlecs — ithout enerqy or interect.
Pekingece — A emall breed of dog from China.
Bloated — Swollen with tos much food.
Veterinary curgeon — An animal doctor.
Tactful — Careful not to hurt others’ feelings.
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Dictravght — lfery upset and worried.
Indulgent - Too ready to give what i acked.

Diagrame [ Flowcharte

Tricki'e Story

Mrs Pumphrey overfeeds Tricki

!
Tricki becomes fat and lazy

J
Dr Herriot treats him with diet and exercise

!

Tricki recovers in two weeks

!
Mrs Pumphrey calls it a triumph of curgery

Dr Herriot ve Mrs Pumphrey
—

. )

Dr Herriot Mrs Pumphrey
* Wice and tactful * Rich, lonely, loving
: Not as rich « Foolishly indulgent
\ + Uces common cense, no surgery \ « Spoile Tricki with food

About the Author
o James Herriot (1916-1995) was the pen name of Al Wight an Englich

veterinary curgeon and writer. fic booke about country vets are very

popular.
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Theme [ Message

o6 much love and pampering can harm. A balanced diet and exercice are
best for health, whether for pets or children.

o Tact, kindness and common ¢ence can colve Prob/gmg without hurting

m«géaa/g.

Humovr in the § fory

o The title ic ironical: there was no surgery at all.

o Deccriptionc like 2 bloated causage with a leg at each corner’ are funny.

o The doctor enjoying the eqggs, wine and brandy ic a light humorous touch.

Jextbook Exercise Questions
Q.1 Why ic Mrs Pumphrey worried about Tricki?
Ans. Tricki was not eating anything, even his favourite dishes. He had bouts

of vomiting, lny panting on a rug and chowed no interect in walks.

Q.2 What does che do to help him? I¢ che wice?
Ans. She gave him extrac like malt, cod-liver oil, Horlicks, cream cakes and
chocolates, and gave no exercice. Thic was wnot wise: Tricki became fat

and lazy and more ill.

Q.3 Who does T vefer to?
Ans. T referc to Dr James Herriot, the veterinary curgeon.

Q.4 Ic the narrator ac rich ac Tricki'e mictresc?
Ans. No. He could not give a luxurious life like cosy beds, toys and bowls, or an
entire ctaflf. He made a bed for Tricki in a warm looce box next to the

other dogs.
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Q.5 How does he treat the dog?
Ans. He cut down his food, gave a controlled and balanced diet, and let him

exercice. Trick: recovered withouvt medicine.

Q.6 Why ic he tempted to keep Tricki ac & permanent quest?

Ans. Mrs Pamphrey kept cending egge by the dozen and bottles of wine and
brandy for Tricki. The doctor and his partners enjoyed them, co they
were tempted to keep [ricki longer.

Q-7 Why does Mrs Pumphrey think the recovery ic a triumph of curgery’?

Ans. She thought Tricki was ceriously ill, and when he came back healthy and
leapt into her lap in two weeks, che thought it was due to curgery. She
praised the doctor.

Q.8 What kind of percon ic the narrator? Jc he tactful and full of common
cence?
Ans. Yec. He underctood the dog was only overfed and cured him without
curgery, and withouvt oﬁz'eha//‘ug Mre PampArey.

Q-9 Do you think Tricki was happy to go home? What will happen now?
Ans. Ve, he loved his mistress. We hope Mrs Pumphrey will now watch his

diet and give him exercice.

Q.10 Real-life epicode or fiction?
Ans. Tt ic a mixture. Rich people overfeeding pete ic real, but a vet telling a
ctory of curgery to cave the pet ic likely fiction.

Q.77 Are cuch people merely <illy or can they cause harm? Are there parents
like Mre Pumphrey?

Angs. Their actione can harm. Mrs Pumphrey nearly ruined Tricki'e health.
Yec, come parents cpoil children with tos much food and pampering.
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Board Exam Questions (Important)
Q.7 Write a character cketch of Mrs Pumphrey. (100 words)

Ans. Mrs Pumphrey ic a rich, lonely and kind-hearted widow who loves her dog
Tricki Woo very much. But her love (¢ foolich and blind. $he overfeeds
him and givec no exercice, co he falle cick. She ic a worried but grateful

lady, and trusts the doctor completely. Her ctory chows that love

without cence may horm.

Q.2 Why ic the title A Triumph of Surgery’ironical?
Ans. No curgery was done. Tricki was cured by a cimple diet and exercice. Mrs
Pumphrey believed it was curgery, co the title ic humorous.

Q.3 How did Dr Herriot handle Mrs /Damp/lreg? What does it chow about
him?
Ans. He did not tell her that che was at fault. He told her that Trick must
stay for treatment. It chowe his tact and understanding.

Q.9 Reference to context: ‘Mrse Pumphrey was a vich, lonely woman...” [f/hy ic
che called lonely?
Ans. She had no family except her dog, and gave all her love to Tricki. That ic
why che over-pampered him.

Q.5 Value-based: What lescon does the ctory teach about love and care?
Ans. Real love meanc care, not indulgence. Proper food, exercice and discipline

are necescary for health.
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