Social Science Chapter 4: Timeline and Sources of Hictory
STEATT G - FJHAYET T AT & TNl

Chapter Review

o History ic the ctudy of the human past. The Earth ic abouvt 4.5 billion
years old and humane (Homo capiens) have fived on it for only about
300,000 years - a tiny, recent part of Earth’s long ctory. To learn abovt
the past, many experts help: geslogiste (Earth’e phycical featurec),
palagontologicte (fossile), anthropologicte (human cocietiee and cultures)
and archaeolsgicts (digging up remaing like tools, pots, beads, bones and
éricé:’).

o Time ic measvred with calendars. Today the Gregorian calendar ic uced
worldwide; the Hindu, Muclim, Jewish and Chinece calendars are used for
Festivals. Years after the conventional birth of Jecus are CE (Common
Era, earlier AD) and years before it are BCE (Before Common Evra, earlier
BC). There ic no year zero, co 1 BCE i¢ followed directly by 1 CE. A
timeline chowe evente in order. A century ic 100 years and a millennium is
7,000 years.

o Sources of history are places, percons, texts or objects from which we get
information abovt the past. They are archaeological (monuments, coins,
tools, pottery, remaing), literary (Vedas, Ttikacas, poems, historical texts,
tmue/ogaec}, oral (Folklore, ctoriec), artistic [,ba:‘n?‘/‘hyc, Ccu/,bt«rec) and
foreign accounts. Hictorians compare many cources; when they match
they confirm each other, when they contradict they must decide which to
trust. Seience (climate, chemictry, genetics) and, for recent history,
newspapere and electronic media alco help.

o Early humane lived in bands, in cavec and rock chelters, ac
hunter-gatherers, uced fire, made ¢tone toole and painted on rocks. After
the (act Ice Age (about 12,000 yearc a9s) the climate warmed, people
ctarted culfivating cereals, domesticating animale and cettling near rivere.

Communities grew into hamlets, villages and emall towne; pottery and
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metale (copper First, then iron) appeared, preparing the ground for
civilication (Chapter 6).

Detailed Notes
How do we learn about the past?

o Jeacher cays: your own earliest memory ic a part of your past. In the came
way, the whole human past ic our chared memory, and underctanding it
helpe uc underctand the present world. fHictory ic the ctudy of the human
past.

o Earth’c long history: Earth ic about 4.59 billion years old. (ife evolved in
ctagec — first tiny organicms, then fich, insects, reptiles and dinosaurs,
birde and mammals, flowering plants, and humang only in the very recent
part. So humang occupy a tiny part of the Earth'e timeline.

o Experte: Geologicte ctudy <oil, rocks, mountains, rivere and ceas.
Palagontslogicts ctudy foscile (imprecsions of footprinte or parte of plants
and animale preserved in layere of coil or rocks). Anthropslogiste ctudy
human cocietiec and cultures from oldest times to now. Archaceologists dig
up remaing cuch ag tools, pots, beads, figurines, toys, bones, teeth, burnt

grainge and parte of houses or bricks.

How is time measured in history?

o Each cociely has its own way of measvring time, often ctarting a new era
From a major event cuch ag a ruler’c reign or a great ,bercanls’ birth. The
Gregorian calendar ic common worldwide; Hindu, Muclim, Jewich and
Chinese calendars are also uced for festivale and auspiciove evente.

o Gregorian calendar: 12 months, 365 days, & leap year every four years.
Century years (1800, 1900, 2000) are leap years only if divisible by 400,
o among these only 2000 ic & leap year.
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CE and BCE: CE (Common Era, earlier AD) counte years after the
conventional birth of Jecus Christ; BCE (Befsre Common Eva, earlier BC)
counte years before it, going backwarde. Example: 1997 CE ie India'c
independence; about 560 BCE ic the approximale year of the Buddha'c
birth.

No year zero: 1 BCE i¢ followed directly by 1 CE, ¢o between 2 BCE and 2
CE only 3 years pass. To find the gap between a BCE date and a CE date,
add them and cubtract 1. Example: Buddha born 560 BCE, now 2024 CE:
560 + 2029 - 1 = 2,553 years ago.

Timeline: a line that chowe evente in cequence for a period. It helpe in
underctanding the order of evente, e.9. the Buddha was born befsre Jesus.
A dotted portion chowe a ckipped period (the Full timeline would be almost
3 metrec long). Main marke in Fig. 4.3: firct rock art (abovt 40,000
BCE), end of the last Ice Age (12,000 BCE), first cettlements and
agriculture, copper metallorgy, firet cities in Mecopotamia, Indus-Sarasvat
civilication, Buddha, Achoka, Jecus.

Century = 100 years. Centuriec CE count from 1 CE: the 27¢t century ic
2007-2100. Centuriec BCE count backwarde from 1 BCE: the 3¢d
century BCE ic 300 BCE to 201 BCE. Millewnium = 1,000 years. We are
in the 3rd millennium CE (2001-3000 CE). The 1¢t millennium BCE ic
1000 BCE to 1 BCE. Plural: millenniume or millennia.

Paichanga: a traditional Indian book of tables licting days of each month
with actronomical data, cuch ac colar and lunar eclipces, cunrice and
cuncet times, festival dates and often weather predictions. Many Indian
calendars depend on the positions of the cun and the moon.

UWhat are the sovrces of history?
A cource of history ic a place, percon, text or object from which we gather

information about a past event or period. Famf/y A,’yy‘ary ic & good exam,b/e:
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photographs, diaries, I D carde and memoriee of relatives are courcee. Old
coins, books, clothes, jewellery, utencile and old houses are like pieces of a
Jigeaw puzzle — but come pieces may be missing.

o Archaeological courcec: mounde, monuments, habitations and buriale, tosls
and weapons, coing, Aaman/am‘mal/p/ant remaing, ornaments and
Figurinec, pottery and toys, ctructures, inscriptions, copper platec. Literary
courcee: lfedas and Itihacac, hictorical texte and chronicles, ccientific and
technological texts, poems and plays, travelogues, genealogical records. Oral
courcee: folklore, collectione of ctoriec. Artistic cources: paintings, panels,
ceulptures. Foreign accouvnts: travellere’ records.

o How hictorians work: for a king, monument or war they gather
information from ag many cources ac possible. When cources agree, they
confirm each other (jigsaw pieces match); when they contradict, the
historian must decide which ic more trustworthy. That ic how the history
of & period ic re-created. In thic cence a historian ic like a detective who
collects clues, compares and crose-checks them.

o Who contributec: hictorians, archaeologicts, epigraphists (ctudy ancient
inscriptions), anthropologists, experts in languages and literature. In the
last 50 years ccience has added ctudiec of ancient climate, chemical
analysis of excavated material and genetics of ancient people. For recent
history (last two or three centuries) newspapers, and for the last few

decadee TV and the internet, are also courcec.

The beginnings of homan history

o Modern humans (Homo capienc) have fived for about 300,000 years. Early
humang faced many challenges and lived in bande to help each other. They
constantly cought chelter and food and were hunters and gatherers,
depending on hunting animale and collecting edible plants and fraite.
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They had beliefe about natural elements and pos<ibly come idea of afterlife
(lite afrer death). They lived in temporary campe, rock chelters or caves,
uced langquages that are now lost, used fire and made improved ctone axes,
blades and arrowheads. Rock paintings in hundreds of caves worldwide
chow their life — come cimple figures or cymbols, othere detailed ccenec of
animale or humans. They made beads of stone or chell and pendants of
animal teeth and cometimes exchanged them with other groups.

The first crope: living conditions improved. People jn many parte of the
world cettled down, cultivated cereale and graine and domesticated animals
like cattle and goats. More food meant bigger communities, often cettled
near rivers becavse of water and fertile coil, which makes growing crope
eagier.

Ice Age: over long ages Earth'e climate changed. At times it was co cold
that much of the Earth was covered in ice. The lasct Ice Age lasted From
over 100,000 yearc ago to around 12,000 years ago. When it warmed, the
ice partly melfed, cwelled the rivere and drained into the oceanc.

Roles of men and women in the pictures look ‘natural but are not
necescarily accurate; for example women may have painted rock walle and
men may have cooked or looked after children. We have limited information,
o we must think carefully.

Growing complexity: leaders or chieftaine’ locked after the well-being of
people; there was no individual ownerchip, and land was cown and
harvected collectively. Hamlets (emall cettlements) grew into villages which
exchanged food, clothing and tools; networke of exchange grew and come
became emall towns. Mew technologies appeared: pottery, and metalc -
copper first, iron later — for durable tosls, daily objects and ornaments.
This prepared the way for civilication (Chapter 6). At critical times
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humanity could almoct have disappeared; we owe our existence to the

courage and persictence of those early humanc.

Key Terme
Hictory — Study of the human past.

Focsile = Impreccione of footprinte or parte of plants/animalc preserved in

coil or rocke.

Geologist — Studies phycical featuree of the Earth.

Palogontologict — Studies foscile of plants, animals and humanc.
Anthropofogist — Studies human cocietiec and cultures.

Archacologist - Studies the past by digging up remains.

Epigraphist = Studies ancient inscriptions.

Era - A distinct period of time.

CE / BCE - Common Era (after) [ Before Common Era.

Timeline — A line chowing evente in order of time.

Century — 100 years.

Millennium — 1,000 years.

Decade - 10 years.

Gregorian calendar — Calendar uced worldwide: 12 months, 365 days, leap
year every 4 years.

Pasichanga - Traditional [ndian almanac of tablec for days, eclipces,
festivals.

Source of history — Place, percon, text or object giving information about the
past.

Hietoriam = Person who ctudiec and writee about the past.

Genetice — Study of how features are passed from one generation to the next.
Hunter-gatherer — Person [iving by hunting and collecting plants and fruits.
Afterlife = A lite that begine after death.

Hoamlet = A emall village or cettlement.
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Welfare — Health, prosperity and well-being.

Diagrame / Flowcharte
Earth'e (ong Story (cimplified)
Earth forme 4.59 buyre | — | Life beging | — | Fich, reptiles | —

| Mowmmale, birde | — | Humans 300,000 yre

Experts Who Study the Past

Expert Studies
Geslogist Soil rocke, mountains, rivere
Palaeontologict Fogsife
Anthropslogist Societies and culturee
Archaeologist Dug-up remains
E,b/'gka/bh/?t Ih!'cl’fp?‘lbhf
Sources of History
Hictory
|
| l | |
Archagological Literary Oral Artistic
I I I I
Monuments, coins, Vedas, Itihacac Folklore Paintings
toole l L L
I Chronicles, Stories gca/,btarec
Pottery, remaing travelogues
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Counting Years

Term Meaning Example

CE After birth of Jecus 1947 CE

BCE Before it 560 BCE
Century 100 years 21¢t = 2001-2100
Milleanium 1,000 years 3rd = 2001-3000

Early Human Progress

Hunter-gatherers in cavec

!

Fire and ctone tools

!
Iece Age ends (12,000 yre ags)

!

Farming and animalc, cettle near rivere

!
Villages, pottery, metalc

!

Jowns and civilication

Jextbook Exercise Questions
Q.7 Write the history of your family (or village) using cources of history.

Ans. Project: uce the family-tree table — relation, name, occupation, place of
birth and cource of information [Ibhoz‘agro./bhf, diaries, I carde,
memoriec of elderc). Write §-10 linec under the heade: Grandparents,
Parente, Me, and list the courcee you uced. Take your teacher'e quidance.
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Q.2 Con we compare hictorians to detectives? Give reasons.

Ans. Yec. A detective collects clues from many placee and a historian collects
evidence from many courcee (coing, inscriptions, texts, ctoriec). Both
compare clues: when they match they confirm each other, when they
contradict they decide which to truct. Both try to re-create what
happened in the past, though come pieces may remain Missing. (One
difference: & historian deals with a very old past and cannot question

eyewitnesses. )

Q-3 Q3(a). Place chronslogically: 323 C€, 323 BCE, 100 CE, 100 BCE, 1900
BCE, 1070 CE, 2024 CE.
Ans. 1900 BCE — 323 BCE — 100 BCE — 100 CE — 323 CE — 1090
CE . 2029 CE. (BCE dates go earlier ac the number rices.)

Q.4 Q3(%). Chandragupta born 320 CE: which century? How many years
after the Buddha?
Ans. 4th century CE (307-400 CE). Years after Buddha (560 BCE): 560 +
320 - 1= 879 years.

Q.5 Q3(c). Rani of Jhansi born 1828: which century? How many years before
Independence?
Ans. 19th century (1801-1900). 1997 - 1828 = 119 years before India'c

/na/e,bendeuce.

Q.6 Q3(d). Turn 12,000 years agso’ into a date.
Ans. Taking the present ac 2024 CE: 12,000 - 2,029 + 1 = 9,927, ¢o about
7927 BCE, which ic roughly 10,000 BCE.

Q.7 Plan a vicit to a musevm and write a report.
Ans. Project: before going, find out what the museom holde (ctatues, coine,

ornaments, tools). Keep notes during the visit. Jn the report write: name
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of museum, 3-4 exhibits, what was unexpected, interecting or fun, and
what the objects tell us about the past.

Q-8 Invite an archaeolsgict or historian to cchovl.

Ans. Act/w’ty: write a letter of invitation, prepare questions cuch ag why e
the history of our region important, and what courcec are uced. After
the talk write 5 lines abouvt what you learnt.

Q.9 Let'c Explore: how many years 490 was the Buddha bora (560 BCE)?
Ans. 560 + 2024 - 1 = 2,583 years ago (takfhg theyear ac 2029 CE; uce

the current year for today’s answer).

Important Quectione ( 1/3/5 marke) with Answers
Q.1 [1 mark] What ic history?
Ans. The ctudy of the human past.

Q.2 [1 mark] What does CE etand for?
Ans. Common Eva (earlier written AD).

Q3/7 mark] Who ctudiec fossile?
Ans. Palaeontslogists.

Q-4 [1 mark] How many yearc are in a millennium?
Ans. 1,000 yeare.

Q.5 [3 marks] What ic a timeline? Why ic it useful?

Auns. A timeline i€ a line that chowe dates and evente in order for a period. It

helpe us underctand the order of evente (the Buddha was born befsre
Jecus) and cee how long age things happened.
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Q.6 [3 marke] Why ic there no Yyear zers’? How do we count years between
BCE and CE?
Ans. In the Gregorian calendar 1 CE Follsws a//rect/y after 1 BCE. So to find
the years between a BCE date and a CE date add them and cubtract 1
(e9. 2BCE¢to2(E=2+2-1-= 3 years).

Q.7 [3 marke] Name any three typec of cources of history with examples.

Ans. Archaeological: tools, coing, pottery. (iterary: |fedas, Itihacac,
travelogues. Oral: folklore and tories. (Alco artictic: paintings,
cculptures. )

Q.8 [5 marke] Explain how historians use different cources to reconctruct

the past.

Ans. Hictorians collect information from as many cources as possible —
archaeological, literary, oral, artistic, foreign accovnts — and From
experts cuch ac archaeologists, epigraphists and anthropologiste.
Sources may confirm each other or contradict; then historians judge
which to trust more.

Seience helpe too: ancient climate ctudie, chemical analycis of remaing
and gencetics. For recent history, newspaperc and electronic media are

uced.

Q.9 [5 marke] Deccribe the life of early humans and how it changed.

Ans. Early humang (Home capiens, abovt 300,000 years) lived in bande in
caves and rock chelters, hunted and gathered, uced fire, made ctone
tools and rock paintings and beads.

After the last Ice Age (about 12,000 years ags) they begon cultivating
cereals, domesticating animale and cettling near rivers becavce of water

and fertile coil
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Communities grew into villages and cmall towns, chared land, had
chieftaine, exchanged qoods, and learned pottery and metale (copper,

then iron), leading to civilication.
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