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Chapter Review

o Introduction: Democracy ic considered the bect form of qovernment, but
how do we agsese it? In this chapter we acsece the outcomes of democracy
on ceveral counte: the quality of government, economic well-being,
inequality, cocial differences and conflict, and Finally freedom and dignity.
We compare democracy with other formg of government, cince people make
cuch claime by comparing it with its alternativec.

How do we accece democracy’e outcomes? Demacmcg i¢ ceen to be better
than other forme of qovernment, and & better form of government than
dictatorship in many respects: it promstes equality among citizens,
enhances the dignity of the individual, improves the quality of decicion
making, provides a method to recolve conflicts, and allows room to correct
mistakes. Some of these expected outcomes are not always achieved in
practice, $0 we chould not judge democracy only by expectations; we must
look at its actual performance. Also, democracy i¢ a Form of government
and can only create conditions for achieving comething; citizens have to
take advantage of thosce conditione and achieve those goals. Further, if the
outcomes of democracy are not up to expectations, we chould look at the
way democracy ic practised, rather than reject it. A comparicon with

dictatorchip also chows that democracy has a chance of improving itcelf.
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© Accountable, recponsive and legitimate government: There ic one expected
outcome of democracy that ic not in doubt: that it produces a government
that follows procedvres and (¢ accovntable to the citizens, and responsive
to the needs and expectations of the citizens. People have the right to
choose their rulere and they have control over the rulere. Whenever
poss<ible and necescary, citizens chould be able to participate in decicion
making, that affects them all. Therefore, the most basic outcome of
democracy ic that it produces a government that ic accovntable to the
citizens, and responsive to their needs and expectatione. Democracy
ensuree that decision making ic based on norme and procedvres; a citizen
who wantc to know if a decicion was taken through the correct procedvres
can find this out. Che has the right and the means to examine the process
of decision making. This ic known ag Lrancparency. This i¢c what
distinguiches a democratic government from a non-democratic one. The
government may be clow, less efficient, not always very responsive or clean,
but democracy ic better than any other form of government ac it ic a
legitimate qovernment: it may be clow, inefficient and corrupt at times, but
it is the peoples own government. That ic why there ic an overwhelming
cupport for the idea of democracy all over the world. Moreover, democracy
has a mechanicm of free elections, a free prece, open discucsion, and a
system of checks and balances that make the government more
responsible, and a democratic government i more likely to take decisions

that people want.
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o Economic growth and development: IF democracy ic co good, ic it alco good
For the economy? Economic development depends on ceveral factors: the
countryc population cize, global cituation, cooperation from other
countries, economic priovities adopted by the country, ete. However, the
difference in the rates of economic development between countries cannot
be explained by their forms of government alone. Dictatorial regimes have
hod a <lightly better record of economic growth: between 1950 and 2000,
the rate of economic growth in dictatorships was 9.92 per cent, while in
democracies it was 3.95 per cent. But when we compare their record only
in poor countries, there ic virtually no difference (4.34 per cent in
dictatorships and 4.28 per cent in democracies). Overall, we cannot cay
that democracy ic a quarantee of economic development. But we can expect
democracy to be not very far behind dictatorchip in this respect. Thus
democracy i¢ preferred becavse it has ceveral positive outcomes, and the
difference in growth rates ic emafl compared to the other gains of

a/emacro.cy.
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Reduction of inequality and poverty: Economic growth alsne ic not enovgh;
the dictribution of benefite also matters. There can be a very high degree
of inequalities within democracies. In democracies, all individuals have
equal weight in electing representatives (one percon, one vote), but in the
process of bringing individuale into the political arena on an equal footing,
we find growing economic inequalities. A emall number of ultra-rich enjoy a
highly disproportionate chare of wealth and incomes, and their chare in
the total income of the country has been increacing. Those at the bottom
of the cociety have very little to depend upon. Their incomes have been
declining; cometimes they find it difficult to meet their bagic needs of lite,
cuch ac¢ food, clothing, house, education and health. Tn actual [ife,
democracies do not appear to be very cuccecstul in reducing economic
inequalities. In countries (ke India, a large number of people are poor; in a
democracy, the poor are a large proportion of voters, and no political party
can ignore them, but in actual practice, the poor do not get their due. In
come caces the poor in a a/emacm.cy are even worse off than in
dictatorchips, e.g. Bangladesh, which faced & famine jn 1979 despite being
a democracy. Hence there ¢ often inequality of opportunities available to
the poorer cections of the cociety, and democracy by itcelf cannot reduce
inequality; the government must take ctepe for the came.
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Accommodation of cocial divercity: Democracies usually develop a procedvre
to conduct their competition. This reduces the possibility of thece tencions
becoming explocive o violent. Mo cociety can fully and permanently resolve
conflicts among different groupc. But we can learn to respect thece
differences and we can evolve mechanicme to negotiate the differences.
Democracy ic best cuited to produce this outcome. Non-democratic regimes
often turn a blind eye to or cuppress internal cocial differences. Ability to
handle cocial differences, divisions and conflicts ic a plus point of
democratic regimes. But the example of Sri (anka chows how a democratic
government can failto handle differences when the majority (Sinhala)
imposeg ite will on the minority (Tamil). Belgivm chowe the cuccees of
democracy in accommodating differences through power charing.
Demacmcy wmust Fulfil two conditions in order to achicve thic outcome: (1)
the majority alwaye needs to work with the minority co that governments
Function to reprecent the general view, and (2) rule by majority does not
become rule by majority community in ethnic or religious terme; rule by
majority means that in case of every decicion or in case of every election,
different persons and groupe may and can form a mafority. Democmcy
remaine democracy only as long ac every citizen has a chance of being in
mafority at some lbofnf of time. IF comeone ic barred from being in
majority on the basic of birth, then the democratic rule ceases to be

accommodative for that person or group.
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Dignity and freedom of the citizens: Demacmcy ctands much cuperior to
any other form of government in promoting dignity and freedom of the
individual. Every individual wante to receive respect from fellow beinge.
Often conflicts arice among individuals becavse come feel that they are not
receiving due respect. The passion for respect and freedom are the basic of
democracy. Democracies throughout the world have recognised this, at
least in principle. This has been achieved in various degreec in various
democracies. For cocietiec which have been built for long on the basic of
cubordination and domination, it (¢ not a cimple matter to recognise that
all individuals are equal. Take the case of dignity of women. Moct cocieties
acrose the world were historically male dominated cocieties. The long
ctrugglec by women have created come censitivity today that respect and
equal treafment of women are necessary ingredientc of a democratic
cociety. But recognising thic principle ic not the came ag making it a
reality. The came i¢ true of caste inequalities. Demacmcy in India has
ctrengthened the claime of the dicadvantaged and diccriminated castec
for equal ctatuc and equal opportunity. There are instances of caste-based
inequalities and atrocities, but there ic alco a widespread legitimacy for the
principle that all individuals are equal. Most individuals today believe that
their vote makes a difference to the way the government ic Fun and to

their own celf-interect.
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Expectatione and complainte: Democratic examination never gets over. Ac
it passes one test, it produces another test. Ac people get come benefite of
democracy, they ack for more and want to make democracy even betfer.
That ic why when we ack people abovt the way democracy functions, they
come up with many complaintc. The fact that people are complaining ic
itself a testimony to the cuccecs of democracy: it chowe that people have
developed awarenecs and the ability to expect accovntability from those in
power. The outcome of democracy can therefore never be judged once and

for all; every democratic expectation brings new expectations.

Key Terme

Accountable Government — A government that ic ancwerable to the citizens
for its actions.

Responcive Government — A government that responds to the needs and
expectations of citizens.

(egitimate Government — A government that ic the people’c own government,
with their a,bprava./.

Transparency — Right and means of citizens to examine the process of
decicion making.

Dictaz‘okr/u',b — A form of government in which one percon or group holde all
power, without Free elections.

Economic Growth — Increace in a countrye production and income over time.
Inequa/ity - Uhe7ua/ distribution of income, wealth and o/apartum'ﬁeg’ Among
people.

Ultra-rich — A small number of very wealthy people who hold a huge chare of
the wealth.

Social Diversity — Differencec among groups in language, religion, caste and

region.
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Majority and Minority — Groups formed on any basic; in a democracy every
eitizen chould get a chance to be in the majority.

Dignity - Recpect and honour that every individual wantc and deserves.
Famine — Extreme ccarcity of food leading to widespread hunger and deathe.

Diagrame [ Flowcharte
Why Democracy is Better than Dictatorchip

Promotec equality among citizens

|
Enhances t//‘gmfy of the individual

4
Improves quality of decicion making

!
Recolvee conflicte peacefully

!

Allowe room to correct mistakes

Economic Growth Rate 1950-2000 (%)

Group Dictatorship Democracy
All countriee 4.92 3.95
Poor countries 4.3¢ 4.28
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Outcomes of Democracy

Democracy

|
Government Economy Society ' Individval
I I I
Accountable Growth slightly Accommodatec Dignity
I lower diversity I
Recpongive 1 1 Freedom
l Inequality remains Recolvee conflict
Legitimate
Demacmoy ve Dictatorship
— \ —
Dewmocracy Dictatorship
* Accountable government « Slightly higher growth, but wot in poor
* Transparent decicions countries

* Handles diversity peacefully
* Protects dignity and freedom

\ _

« Supprecses differences
- Little room to correct mictakec

\ « Limited freedom

Two Conditions to Accommodate Divers’ity

/Vlajar/‘fy works

with the m/nam‘fy

!

Majority is not fixed on

birth, religion or ethnicity

!

Every citizen con be in the majority cometime

Jextbook Exercise Questions

Q.7 How does democracy produce an accovntable, responsive and legitimate

govern ment?

Ans. In o democracy pesple have the right to choose their rulere and have

control over them, and citizens can participate in decision making. So
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the government ic accovntable to the citizens and respongsive to their
needs and expectations. Decision making ic based on norme and
procedures, and a citizen has the right and the means to examine
whether a decicion was taken through correct proceduvres; thic ic
trancparency. Free elections, a free press, open discussion and checks
and balonces make the government responsible. Even if democratic
government i¢ clow, less efficient or not alwaye clean, it ic legitimate

becavse it ¢ the people’s own government, chosen by them.

Q.2 Under what conditions can democracy produce a government that ic

accommodative of cocial a/ivercity?

Ans. Demacmcy can accommodate ocial divercity under two conditions. First
the majority alwaye needs to work with the minority co that
governments function to reprecent the general view. Second, rule by
majority chould not become rule by a majority community in ethanic,
religious or linguictic termg; it means that in every decicion or election
different persons and groups may form a majority. Demacracy remaing
democracy only ac long ac every citizen has a chance of being in the
majority at come point of time. Belgiom’s power charing chowe cuccess,

while Sri (anka's maforitarianiom chowe failvre.

Q.3 Give arquments to cupport or oppoce the Following assertions: (2)
Industrialiced countries can afford democracy but poor countries need
dictatorchip to become rich.

Ans. This accertion ic wrong. Data for 1950-2000 chow that in poor
countries the rate ofgrowth under dictatorship was 4.34 per cent and
under democracy 9.28 per cent, which jc virtually no difference. So
dictatorship ic not necescary for poor countries to get rich. Many

dictatorships have failed to develop their economies, and democracy has
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other advantages cuch a¢ accovntability, freedom and the ability to

correct mistakes.

Q9 (t) Democracy cannot reduce inequality of income between different

citizens.

Ans. The assertion ic largely true in practice. In democracies a small number
of ultra-rich enjoy a disproportionate chare of wealth and income whife
those at the bottom have very (ittle, and their incomes have been
declining. Though every person has an equal vote, democracies have not
been very cucceceful in reducing economic inequalities. But democracy
gives the poor a voice and & vote, <o governments can be preccured to
adopt policiec for them; it ic therefore not aceurate to cay democracy

can never reduce inequality, but it does not do ¢o automatically.

Q.5 (¢) Governmente in poor countries chould cpend less on poverty reduction,

health, education and cpend more on industry and infractructure.

Ans. This arqument i¢ not acceptable. Economic development requires healthy,
educated people, co cpending on health and education ic itself an
rmvestment in growth. The poor are & /Arye proportion of votere in a
democracy and have equal right to dignity and basic needs. A
democratic government (¢ expected to reduce poverty and give equal
opportunities, co the poor chould not be neglected for the cake of

industry and infractructure; a balance ic needed.

Q.6 (d) In democracy all citizens have one vote, which means that there ic no
domination and conflict.
Ans. This ctatement ic wrong. One vote for every citizen gives political
equality, but it does not remove domination and conflict, becavse cocial
and economic inequalities, differences of religion, caste, language and

region. ctill exist. Democracy provides a method to negotiate and resofve
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conflicts peacefully, through elections, dialogue, power charing and laws,

but it cannot com,b/ete/y and permanenz‘/y remove domination or conflict.

Q.7 How does democracy promote dignity and freedom of the citizens?

Ans. Democracy ic cuperior to other forme of government jn promoting dignity
and freedom of the individual cince the passion for respect and Freedom
ie the bagic of democracy. The long ctruggles of women have created
cencitivity that respect and equal treatment of women are necescary in
a democratic cociety. Democracy in India hags ctrengthened the claime
of disadvantaged and discriminated castec for equal ctatus and equal
opportunity. Mot individuale believe that their vote makes a difference
to the way the government ic run. Though caste and gender inequalities
ctifl exist, there ic wide legitimacy for the principle that all individuale

are eqaa,/.

Important Board-Pattern Questions (with Solutionc)
Q.1 [1 mark] What ic meant by a legitimate government?
Ans. A government that ic the people’c own government, chosen by them.

Qz2/7 mark] Mame the country that faced a famine in 1979 even though it
was a a/emacmcy.

Ans. Bangladesh.

Q.3 [3 marks] Why ic democracy considered better than dictatorship?
Ans. Democracy promotes equality among citizens, enhances dignity of the
individual, improves the quality of decicion making, provides a method to

resolve conflicte and allows room to correct mistakes.
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Q.4 [3 marke] Why can c{emacracy not quarantee economic growth?

Ans. Economic growth depends on population cize, global cituation, cooperation
From other countries and economic priorities. Between 1950 and 2000,
dictatorchips had a clightly higher growth rate (4.42 per cent) than
democracies (3.95 per cent), though in poor countries there was almost

no difference. So democracy i€ not a gquarantee of growth.

Q.5 [3 marke] How does democracy accommodate ocial differences?

Awns. Democracies develop procedures to conduct competition, which reduces
the chance of tensions becoming violent. They need the majority to work
with the minority and rule by majority chould not mean rule by a
particvlar community. Belgivm cucceeded through power charing,

whereas Sri (anka failed where majoritarianicm was imposed.

Q.6 [5 marks] Evaluate the outcomee of democracy in terms of economic

growth, inequality and dignity.

Ans. Growth: dictatorchips had clightly better growth overall, but the
difference ic almost wil in poor countries. Inequality: democracy has not
reduced inequality; a few ultra-rich hold a large chare while the poor
face declining incomeg. Dl‘gm'fy: a/emacracy i Superior in promoting
Freedom and dignity, ctrengthening claime of women and disadvantaged
castec. Overall democracy ic preferred for its accovntability, legitimacy

and ability to improve iteelf.
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fARerRe (392eTHY) FRBR - Uft FThR ol FIRe! it HAABATSN 3AIT IS
T ST gl

AT FIHTT — U TR ) AT 1 et e & TR forer Jareht Iefipta fAe!
&l

UIRETRIaT — [AUIA-IfHaT 1 oier Fat T RS HT JAfAFHR 377 ATerT|
qIITRNET — IRHR HT ag ¥ ot Ub cafd o1 g & IRy ARY ¥fh gidft & o
A ]

el FAglg - FFT o T T & IdrgaT AR T F i

SFAATSIAT — AN 3 T, e T JaeR) a7 FHATT 20T

HA-ersft - Ft 317 g7 SR TN folaran UK efT o7 SgT aST T &l

HTAIGAS Tafarerar — AT, &, TTd 37T 85 & 3R WR JHg! & o [’
TgHTAE 37T ICTHTI S — 153 oft ATeR UR et Fpagg; oNbAT H & ARE Y
§EAT H &l 7 FAFR [RAAT FTRE

IARAT — ag FFATT 37 37T &F &2 feh ATEdT & 37 foraiahT 98 &heT? &l

SFBTET — Tl H1 AT FHH! foraar HIH §FaHS I A7 &)

H | e

NBIT ITATME A ST Fa)
ARG & JATAIT T S&TaT
|
Afb @) AT T2 &

l

faofay &) aorear Femar &
J

2T Tifaqed FersraT &

!
AT et T FoTrger
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el FHafg 77 1950-2000 (%)

AT ararendt b
Tt gor 49.92 EXXy
AT gor 4.34 428

NS % YR

I I THATAIGTT I
foarmERe ‘ FIFTAT &l &t . T}
' ¢ ZHNT T AT
o
oNbdsT g1 JT=Tendt
. CICTE  div ararendt
+ STATIGE FRFR . TAgZ Nt i, T de #F it
- grgeff fafar « FOIFIATSN BT GHA
- fafaerar @i erifa I Jererar < AT Jerat H FH JATST
- IIRAT ST STETet Y 28T \~?ﬂﬁaaﬂa7a°r
_/
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fafaerar & FATAISTT #) 2 o
TG F IUTIIL o T HH BT

!
SEHIT GIoH, & AT SATHAT U 1A T8

!
& AR it qgHT # & Toh

UTEIYETd AT T

.| ol 3 CIaTaRE, folediery 3R ey IRFR girar 27

I ciwds H e B ST AE G T IEHR 3R I U [RFIT grar & 3R
TR [AUTT-almer # AT o Fohl &1 AT IHR FFRF! % i AaTaeE
37T 3Teh) FTACADRAISHAT TIT SIS % T fedehere &t &1 faviar amgs) &k
TiaaTen U Srenie @1 & 377 Seilen @ TE fieet T bR ST ATeT §
125 faofar @it afar @ foram arar = s =gt uregfelar &) wads i, Tads
U, Foit T4t 377 [RAT0-Tigerer TRHR FI [#IgR ST &1 Sadiw IRFR
efl#l, FHH HoTer AT EHIT Za=es 7 St &, fOhe o1t oer & wanifayr T arerar #1 st
IR &, &Iy I gRT et IS &l

.2 e YRRz # edds ararfers fafaear w1 JAACT et aTell JHR §
FehelT &7

ITT- Eal gF ordl UR FIfole RIAeaT o FmfarT a7 Fwar & e, ggesis
FI TGT FTITTF & HTY [Retahy BT el ERI dfas FIHI TTATH FT T
gidftaa 9| gardl, TgHeT T O AT, LifFian AT SIS TT H TEHSF
THETT 57 I o7 9 0 STHT I & 35 & 100 o7 gl F SeTT- 37T
it 3R THg TgHT Tl Tl &) ol dF IF el & oIa dah & A
Y HAT 7 et TgAT H &Nt T AT g SfcorHH B FAT-AHER FtherdT
317 HsichT T TeHTAHAIE faherar =T &
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v.3 RaEfcifia #ya & uer a7 faugr # a& Ffap: (@) Jlafad Fr endds a1 I
38T Fhd & T AT 29N Y SIHRT aeiat & Teir rarengt wnRe
IJTT- UE HUT Terd & 1950-2000 3 3iiehe BT & 1o arfla 2o & araenet #
Talz g7 4.34 UIAeIT 3R FAencds & 4.28 lderd e, ATeft FTarsiar HIS Jiaw
& gl T g B JFHI Faiat & AT qrerrenet 31 et &S qrarenfear
STt IPIATHIT faefT et 3 fawer %t & SR ey & cTaTege, sieargt
317 AT JERaT ) GHACT Sy 37 ormsT ot 8

9.4 (F) olihds fafer TEIRE! & oe ST £ STHATIIT 1 HH Jet HT TehdT)

IR~ AR 3 TE 72 bl &7 o e &) apaia) # gt o Ala-eretl ey AR
HT 7 ST T yrey & afan fa=ior I8 & URT aga &9 & 7 bt
31T gt a7 &1 &7 AfH & T AIE Flat W St lied T b SFAATATT
gzTer g IeT FET & §1 TR e IS FY aTet a7z ave ¢ & AT
TIHR) G2 I Tl AT Si9aTTer T ZETT ST o7 Thell & I TE FHgall
&t et far s it STTHATATT & T2T Fehell, U TE e ST DT gt
T

9.5 (31) IS gor Ht FHRI FI IR TET, T, T U HH 3717 JeNT AT
HTERT T W JHfe Fel FHT <A1

Iv- TE dd et 7@ &) e Db & for s i Rf@T aer =T,
sfele IR IR ST T T=F i gy & fAoer &1 ey & e
FagTarar T 93T feT g & 37 3o IIRAT T glaaret sraar w1 FerT
SIRBR 2| b TIHR I 3T & far ag Tt T2Te 3117 IHTT 3752 3,
AT IAT R arereege @ & forp e Y 3w o Qe e wge
o7t &

.6 (51) oliwds & Tt FEIRD) @57 U oY 8T &, STHT 373 & far deT #1§ aaed
T zamrar & @
I g HIT oI &) & ARG T U a1 JAciAlidd JATIT ¢l &, YT Ig aaed
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SATfS, $TST 37ie &I 1 FAFATC aft Tl &) eliohds gaia, Hag, JIT-ATHERT
R B & FRT 2T F1 Sifdqsas JAFTT 1 fafe T & W a8 aefed AT
2T I T TRE 1T GHOIT & 1610 FIH gt 2 FabheiT|

.7 oliehclsT ATRe! @) IIRAT 371 3TTeTidh & Far gerar ¢ar &7

3T aldhaT Al bt IRAT 3117 AT Hr TZTaT G5t 7 3777 TT TG F 45 &
FANfah TFAIT IR 3TTeTId F ATE SAebdsT T IR &) FAlRerman & ois Fes oF
g JagaolterdT §1s 13 FAleetlsll T TFHTT I JHTT SaER chlehl b
THTT F TGTH &) 9RT H ellebas ot afeld 31T Sesma §ioret arefl afazy &
AT Fot SR 37T B g HAGT T &1 STRFBIT &7 Aliar & 1o Jaiab die
I AR oty & ThHF W Beh UzaT & ST R etfaid Saeeians s o
& w3z At eafbar & Tt el & Agia &) o derar &

IS vzt & Agoul T (o7 AfRA)
9.l [) 3] oer TRFHR I AT AT &7
ITV- U T &Iy StaT 1 39 TRFBIT & 37T Itk gRT et IS &

9.2 [| 3ieh] olichas &1 80 ST 1974 H 12T gor o 37ehTel {ear?
ITT- FiIegel

U.3 [3 3ich] ollabds I JIsrendl & agqw @) AT oATdT &7

3T Aihdls ARG & FHIIT Y FZTaT 3T &, St @) ARAT 5@7ar &, fAvir &
UG JERT &, ZahIa Al o7 fafer o & a7z Ieradr gerer @) gerger
gar &l

7.4 (3 3iwp] cliebd e dglg #F et 7 et & e’

I IS Ty AAHAT & SR, A (R, 3797 el & FeaAT I 3ffes
TrifBendrstl g7 1397 FRdT €11950 3 2000 & o= JraTenfear ¥ Jalg 7w
(4.92 gfera) @rewasr (3.95 giderT) I sist siféla of, wrefor s gont A
SIS IS iy Tt 971 ST N Fglg a1 amvet 7t )
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.S [3 3] ooy FleTfois feansiy & #d JHEerT F3aT &7

IR Sliehdd Fldeaet & 1Tt 1 GiFHATD AT v &, folers Jama e grer
F} JATTAT Tadlt §) STH TgHEA Y ITCIAEAD % T FIF el &7 & R
SEAT FT 1T Tt Tah THGTH T oIt T grar =T afcois#d
- 3 e T Tt st 3 sgEEmaTE A R @ AT
faeth

9.6 [S 3i] 371 Fglg, SFAFAIT HIT TRAT & HE3T H oliencls & UROTAT T
HelahT AT

Iv- Talg: TIRNRAN ) Halg ot Ao At 8eaR &, U AT Foit F HR
TR STgt & SIHATAT: NBdT STHHATAAT TETt H Fhel 1g} Ty e Jfa-erft
NN 52T AT 75 & wiafay aidlar 1 I g2t &1 aIRAT: b FadsaT 3
TRHAT hr T&TaT o= F 5 2, § ARl JIT afea anfaA & g1 Aerad e
& o1 THeTTehe STaTaRel, oerdr ST s @b JERT o JHIT & HRUT ofidheisT
&I g fahar 1T &l
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