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ENGLISH SECTION (Hindi terms in brackets)

Learning Together
Class 7 English * Chapter 1 * Detailed Notes + Important QEA + Board Questions (2026-27)

Chapter Review in Easy Language

1. About the chapter

These Class 7 English Chapter 1 notes on Learning Together walk you through a prose
story, a poem and a factual narrative, all joined by one big idea: everybody deserves the
chance to learn. The story 'The Day the River Spoke' introduces Jahnavi, a curious and
hopeful girl from a coastal Indian village. The poem 'Try Again' teaches the value of not giving
up, and the narrative 'Three Days to See' invites us to value our senses. Together they show
how dreams, courage, gender equality, nature and self-belief can shape a child's future.
Students preparing for CBSE exams can use this guide for the summary, vocabulary, themes,
questions and writing practice of the chapter.

2. Story summary: The Day the River Spoke

Jahnavi likes to sit beside the river when she feels sad, because she is not allowed to go to
school the way her brothers and sisters do. Her mother feels she is still too young. One day the
river, in a soft, sleepy and murmuring voice, answers her sorrow. It tells her not to be afraid
and to follow her dream, and it reminds her that little girls can achieve as much as little boys
if they have courage. The river then gives a gentle idea: why not go to the school quietly and
simply listen to the lessons? The next day Jahnavi gathers her courage, hides near the school
door and listens while the teacher reads out a lesson. That small act is the first step of her
learning journey. Back home she tells her mother what she wants to be when she grows up: a
teacher, so that she can help other girls of her village learn too.

What makes the story special: the writer uses personification, which means giving
human qualities to something that is not human. The river listens, comforts, advises and
encourages like a kind mentor or friend. Because of this, nature becomes an important
character and not just the background. The story's core message is persistence and the right of
every child, whatever the gender, to education.

3. The poem: Try Again

The poem 'Try Again' is built around King Bruce of Scotland. After facing defeat, the king

found fresh inspiration by watching a spider that kept making an effort again and again. The

lesson is simple and powerful: do not give up even after repeated failures; keep trying until
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you succeed. The poem fits well with Jahnavi's story because both show that patience and
continuous effort can turn a hard situation around.
4. Three Days to See and the learning activities

In 'Three Days to See' the author thinks about the wonders we can enjoy through the sense
of touch even without sight. The lesson asks students to recall places they have visited and to
imagine how they would feel if they could not see or hear. The aim is to build gratitude and
empathy towards people with disabilities and to help us value everyday experiences. The
chapter also gives a table that plans three days: on Day 1 the person wishes to see people, on
Day 2 to rise with the dawn, and on Day 3 to observe the city and the people in their daily
lives. Activities before and after reading include listening to the sounds around you, talking
about personal dreams, and sharing experiences with classmates. The 'Let us learn and reflect'
parts build critical thinking by asking you to read the tone of the river, to find the qualities of

the characters and to link your own life with the text.

Exam tip

When you write about the river, use the word personification and give an example of what

the river does (listens, comforts, advises).

Important Words & Terms (Glossary)

Term Meaning

Splashed Fell in drops, making a sound.

Slithered Moved by sliding.

Murmuring Speaking in a low voice.

Startled Surprised suddenly.

Catamaran A kind of boat.

Thicket A dense group of bushes.

Shrieked Made a high-pitched sound.
Personification Giving human qualities to non-human things, like the river.
Perseverance Not giving up even after failure.
Empathy Understanding another person's feelings.

Quick Revision & Key Points

> Chapter 1is Learning Together: a story, a poem and a narrative.
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> Main character: Jahnavi, a girl from a coastal village who wants to go to school.

> The river is a gentle mentor (personification); it says little girls can do as much as boys

with courage.

> Jahnavi listens to the lesson from the school door and decides to become a teacher.

> 'Try Again': King Bruce learns persistence from a spider.
> 'Three Days to See': value your senses; feel gratitude and empathy.
> Themes: dreams, gender equality, nature, self-confidence, perseverance.

> River: affectionate, thoughtful, kind. Jahnavi: determined, courageous, caring.

The Day the
River Spoke

1
1
1
Nature as 1 .
Try Again
( mentor } . ( YAg
< 1

LEARNING
TOGETHER

\

[ Gender ] E [ Three Days ]
equality . to See
l
[ Dreams & ]
courage
Concept map of Chapter 1
Table 1: Characters and their qualities
Character Qualities Role in the story
Jahnavi determined, courageous, caring | dreams of school and of becoming a
teacher
The river affectionate, thoughtful, kRind comforts Jahnavi and suggests listening
quietly
Jahnavi's thinks Jahnavi is too young hears her goal at the end
mother
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Table 2: Three Days to See (as given in the chapter)
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

See the people Arise with the dawn Observe the city and people in

daily lives

Flowchart: Jahnavi's journey

Not allowed ) River . Tells mother:
Sits sadly by Listens at the )
to go to > ‘ » | encourages | » » | Twillbea
the river school door
school her teacher

Important Questionswith Answers (Fromthe Lesson)

1. What was Jahnavi's dream, and why was it significant to her?
Ans. Jahnavi dreamed of going to school and learning like her siblings, and later of
becoming a teacher to help other girls in her village learn. It mattered because she was not
allowed to attend school, so the dream stood for her wish to learn and to open the same
door for other girls.

2. How does the river help Jahnavi build confidence?
Ans. The river listens to her sorrow, speaks softly, tells her not to be scared, assures her
that little girls can achieve as much as boys with courage, and suggests that she can
quietly listen to lessons at school. These kind words give her enough courage to act the
next day.

3. What does the story teach about gender equality?
Ans. It teaches that gender should never stop anyone from learning or dreaming. The river
clearly says that little girls can do as much as little boys, and the story ends with Jahnavi
wanting to help other girls study.

4. In what way does nature play an important role in the story?
Ans. Nature, in the form of the river, becomes a gentle mentor. It comforts Jahnavi,
encourages her and gives her an idea. Through personification the river shows affection,
thoughtfulness and kindness.

5. What did Jahnavi do the day after talking to the river?
Ans. She gathered courage, went to the school, hid near the door and listened to the
teacher reading a lesson.

6. What did Jahnavi tell her mother about her future?

Ans. She said she wanted to become a teacher and help other girls in her village learn.
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7. What is the message of the poem 'Try Again'?
Ans. Never give up. King Bruce of Scotland, after being defeated, got inspiration from a
spider that kept trying, and the poem says we should keep trying until we succeed.

8. What does 'Three Days to See' teach us?
Ans. It teaches us to appreciate our senses and everyday experiences, to feel grateful, and
to be empathetic towards people who cannot see or hear.

9. How does the river's character reflect affection and kindness?
Ans. The river talks in a low, sleepy, murmuring voice, listens patiently and gives hopeful
advice instead of scolding. This shows that it cares for Jahnavi like a loving friend.

10. Why does the writer describe nature in detail in the story?
Ans. The detailed descriptions (sounds, moving water, boats, bushes) help readers picture
the setting and feel the mood of the village by the river, and they prepare us to accept the
river as a real, caring character. (This is an interpretation based on the lesson's reflection

questions.)

Board-Pattern Questions —1Mark  + .~ & |

1. Who is the main character of 'The Day the River Spoke'? (1)
Ans. Jahnavi.
2. Where does Jahnavi go when she is sad? (1)
Ans. To the river.
3. Why is Jahnavi not allowed to go to school? (1)
Ans. Her mother thinks she is too young.
4. Which figure of speech is used when the river speaks? (1)
Ans. Personification.
5. What does Jahnavi want to become? (1)
Ans. A teacher.
6. What does ‘'murmuring’ mean? (1)
Ans. Speaking in a low voice.
7. What is a catamaran? (1)
Ans. A kRind of boat.
8. Which king is the hero of the poem 'Try Again'? (1)
Ans. King Bruce of Scotland.
9. From which creature does the king learn not to give up? (1)

Ans. A spider.
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10. What sense is highlighted in 'Three Days to See'? (1)
Ans. The sense of touch (and the value of all our senses).
11. What does 'startled’ mean? (1)
Ans. Surprised.
12. What is a 'thicket'? (1)

Ans. A dense group of bushes.

Board-Pattern Questions -3 Marks

1. Describe how the river encourages Jahnavi. (3)
Ans. The river listens to Jahnavi's sorrow in a soft, murmuring voice. It tells her not to be
scared, says that little girls can achieve as much as boys if they have courage, and suggests
that she should visit the school quietly and listen to the lessons.

2. What qualities of Jahnavi do you admire? Give reasons. (3)
Ans. Jahnavi is determined because she does not give up her wish to study; courageous
because she goes to the school and listens at the door; and caring because she wants to
become a teacher and help other girls of her village.

3. How does the poem 'Try Again' connect with Jahnavi's story? (3)
Ans. Both stress persistence. King Bruce does not give up after defeat because he sees a
spider trying again and again; Jahnavt does not give up her dream of learning and finds a
way to listen to lessons. Both show that continuous effort leads to success.

4. What do we learn from 'Three Days to See'? (3)
Ans. We learn to value our senses and the everyday sights, sounds and touch we take for
granted. The lesson makes us feel grateful and teaches empathy for people with
disabilities.

5. Explain 'personification’ with an example from the story. (3)
Ans. Personification means giving human qualities to something non-human. In the story
the river speaks in a sleepy, murmuring voice, listens to Jahnavi and advises her like a
friend, so the river is personified.

6. Write the key lessons of the chapter 'Learning Together". (3)
Ans. Believe in yourself and follow your dreams; gender should never be a barrier to
education; nature can comfort and inspire; never give up; appreciate your senses and feel

for others.
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Board-Pattern Questions - 5Marks

1. Write a summary of 'The Day the River Spoke' in your own words. (5)
Ans. Jahnavi, a girl from a coastal village, is not allowed to go to school because her
mother thinks she is too young. She sits by the river and the river, in a low murmuring
voice, comforts her, tells her not to be afraid and says that little girls can do as much as
boys if they are brave. It suggests that she should go to the school quietly and listen. The
next day Jahnavi hides by the school door and listens as the teacher reads a lesson. At
home she tells her mother that she wants to become a teacher and help other girls of the
village to learn.

2. Discuss the themes of the story: dreams, gender equality and nature. (5)
Ans. Dreams: Jahnavi's wish to study and teach shows that dreams give us direction and
courage. Gender equality: the river says that little girls can achieve as much as little boys
and the story argues that every child, regardless of gender, has the right to education.
Nature: the river acts as a gentle mentor through personification, comforting and guiding
the girl. Together the themes show that confidence, encouragement and equal opportunity
help children grow.

3. Compare the messages of 'The Day the River Spoke' and 'Try Again'. (5)
Ans. Both texts are about never giving up. In the story Jahnavi faces the obstacle of not
being allowed to attend school, but she gains courage from the river and finds a quiet way
to learn. In the poem King Bruce of Scotland faces defeat but learns from a spider that
keeps trying. In both, encouragement (from the river or from the spider) helps the
character to continue. The story adds the message of equal education for girls, while the
poem focuses on persistence in general.

4. Write a paragraph on 'Why is it important to be grateful for our senses?' using ideas from

'Three Days to See'. (5)
Ans. Our senses let us enjoy daily life, such as seeing people, rising with the dawn and
observing the city, which the lesson lists as the experiences a person might wish for in
three days. People often forget how valuable these are until they imagine life without sight
or hearing. Thinking about this makes us grateful and teaches empathy for people with
disabilities, so we treat them with respect and help them. The lesson also asks us to recall

our own memories of visiting places, which shows how much our senses give us.
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T G TaT Gl I AT AR T@=T (HETar & |

9. TET AT I T A IIATAAT FY (qE@TAT & ?
I T&T IHT, STI<r, FRISTAT SAGNT H AT Fdl &, 93 T AT 5 A SteT dir
TR AT T HATE 24T & | 9 TAT ST & o a8 & ey (0 #if avg sredr
EIRLCI BRI

10. TGS ETAHT H TRH{d ST (AT T T AT 8 ?
37 : faega auI=T (SMaTet, AT I, AT, ATSTT) Tedi il g9 i ded =T T
AT &Y ffaT & T & T AT AEGH R H Aas Hld &, AL &H A&l &l Udh
FTEA(adh, TaTE HT aTed 9T & €7 H ST Sl & ([0 qI & 5 | (T8 T8 &
HaT-gwaT o ST =T )

gedeaysA_(8fw s~ ==~ 7w
1. 'The Day the River Spoke' &I & ITX &I & ? (1)
3L ATmar |
2. IS §I U SATGAT et Srar g 2 (1)
I &l & I |
3. SIT&AT & Thet ST @l ATATT FT a1 & 2 (1)
ITC: I I &l AT & (6 95 a5 Ber 7 |
4. ST KT qTAAT & ar diT-Ar A w2 (1)
I ATGIHI |
5. STEd T FT I9+=T ATRaT & 2 (1)
I : furferar |
6. 'Murmuring'ﬁwai'ﬁ'%?(l)
I : ITHT SMETST J areA=T |
7. FEHTHTR? (1)
3T : Tdh Tl A1 |
8. &faaT 'Try Again' T qTI® Si=7-AT T & 2 (1)
I : FRIEAS @l T 74 |
9. AT e g & ETX T AT Grear & ? (1)
IO HERST T |
10. 'Three Days to See' ﬁaﬁ-r-ﬁr?&'qawﬁn%%? §))
ITC: TqI7 Fl 35T (N gHTT TIT STt &1 75 ) |
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11. 'Startled' &T 4T 3T¥ & ? (1)
I AT AR |

12. 'Thicket' #T® ? (1)
I ATSAT & 94T FHF |

ey r -3¢

1. Fui F fof 2T ST @ 9 NcaTied e | (3)
I : AL ATRdl AT G4 HIAA, JagaTAT AT H AT & | T8 I ST & qAT ®eell
%, FEdl & [ AT89 &7 a7 BIET ASthdl YT ASHT STa-T & Gahdl & AT AT &
fo a8 FI=TT T SR 91 G |

2. STT&dT & feeT T &Y GH TRET FLQ &1 2 & AT 1 (3)
I : TATedT 56 & FT((h 98 T & S=T Al SISAT; AR & FT ([ a8 Fhed
STRT TTET IL AT 7 3 AT ST e aTeAT & FT 1 g [Srfeqant aas T af
gAY ASTRAT dil 7ET AT AT8EAT & |

3. ®f9dT 'Try Again' AT&RAT # HETHT § 9 Jsare 2 (3)
I AT FRAT I I 2l & | TAT 9 &1 & 18 T AHST &l G- TITT Hd
SHERT &L Aol AT ; ATemdl GIE &l 94T T8l SISdl AL IS A &l T
HISTdT & | ST [eETer & fof S 99 § S6eAdT [Hedr & |

4. 'Three Days to See' § g7 FT TG & 2 (3)
I : 5 ATAT SGIT AT 3T USTHI & 94T, AT AT TII dl &g wdAT GG &
= &9 98T 919 o & | 918 &5 FA a4 & AT [N AN & Tid Garia
GEECIGIR

5. FETAT & QTG & 'HIAG R0 g | (3)
I : AT T 3T & AAGT T § AT 0T (@ | FEFT H AT 34T,
TEIETAT AT H ATeTdT &, STeRd T dl godT & 3 [ #i avg aeirg &ar &, gafaT
TET T AT A0 F3T & |

6. 31T 'Learning Together' & &0 are e | (3)
IO T I (q9are @r 2 9941 & G, FoAr; [T forsfr § it arar 781 =
IITET ; Thfd Fea=T 3T TTUT & Thall & ; T FTC HT M ; I SI5aT 6l dg
FIT 3T GEL Tl HTAATAT l qH=AT |
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TeYesty9 -5«

1. 'The Day the River Spoke' &T ST YT W&a| # for@T | (5)
I ST T T AT AT AT AT Thed AT I ATHIT A&l & FATR Il AT Al
AT & [ a8 BIEr & | 8 4T [ Sedl & 3T Tar S8 gagardr AEnT § 39
HIeg=T 34T &, ST & J4T ®7aT & 37 ST & (& GTedr af ar Srer asfaat o¥r
ASHl (TqT T TGl & | T8 HAT & (o ATeedl FIATT Fhel AT G | 3T &
STeadl TheT & &3aTal & T (G IHT [rerdh &l 918 4T & | 9¥ I a8 Af G dadl &
for a7 forfarar a==T <07 i i TEET ASfRdT @ qE" § 788 HLAT S8 & |

2. HETT & (AYGT I TAT U : I, AR GATSAT T TR | (5)
AT I : STl il T8 A IR &f §9a7 fe@rar & o 9a= &4 fewr e arsq
TAE | AT THTEAT: TET Rl & (6 Sl AStRdl VT B¢ AShl (STaaT ST Tha]
& 3T FETT FEdl & (6 &0 = &, 918 (o 7 &g |7 v, foram & esrfusr 5 | yafa:
AT EIT TEl AT ARSI ST Asahl Sl Gica-T 27 78 fe|rdr & | |9
foeee o favr fewra & fF ereafawar™, TeaTa oY 991 a9y a=41 &l AN
TR & |

3. 'The Day the River Spoke' 31T 'Try Again' & H&WIT &l TAAT HU | (5)
IO : TEAT 10 & T AT & a0 H & | FEFTH ATeedl il Shotl A Ol AFHIT T
fre i araT &, 9% ST F 9TE9 IR a8 S fT gIETT T @t AT & | el
T TR S & TNIT §9 &f &1 [l & ¢ a8 AaE T919 &al AhsT & qrEdr & |
AT T AR (AT IT HHhST &) 9T & A0 964 § J88 S7dT 5 | el asiadi
i TET (9relT ST S T SrSdr & S9is wiadr GET €9 T g@dr 97 figd & |

4. 'Three Days to See' & fa9TXr 'WW%WW@T@N%‘?' W TH

IT=aE feEr 1 (5)
I BHT S5 AT 81 &fde ST &7 AE o aal &, ST& AN &l S =T, 1T &
T AT 3T TEY & aa41T, 5= 91 i feat & fear safea v aanfaa s=sret
FETH GIEE FLAT & | TG d 57 (G497 g1 T ST & G il Fed=T Tal Fd,
Sl T T AT & | T8 =T 85 Sl a=Tar 8§ A7 [T A & Jid
AR faETar &, (999 87 394 9T G891 & 997 3A7d 307 37T 788 & & |
TS EHH & EU S &l FAIAT F1a AT qTHAT HA &l Fgdl 5, (EE TdT IAdT & (6
AT STt &9 AT aara |
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