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ENGLISH SECTION (Hindi terms in brackets)
The Age of Reorganisation
Class 7 Social Science * Chapter 6 * Detailed Notes + NCERT-Style Q€A + Board Questions
(2026-27)

Chapter Review (Detailed) |

1. After the Mauryas (F49f & a15)

These Class 7 Social Science Chapter 6 notes on The Age of Reorganisation cover the
centuries after the decline of the Maurya empire. The once-united Mauryan realm broke into
several smaller kingdoms. The last Maurya ruler was overthrown around 185 BCE by his
commander-in-chief, Pushyamitra Shunga, who founded the Shunga dynasty.

Many new kingdoms had earlier been tributaries of the Mauryas but now became
independent powers. The northwestern part of the subcontinent became especially open to
invasions, which led to a series of cultural and political changes.

2. New kingdoms (¢ ¥759)

Prominent dynasties rose in different regions: the Shungas, Chedis, Satavahanas, Cholas,
Cheras and Pandyas. Some began within the subcontinent, while others - the Indo-Greeks,
Shakas (Indo-Scythians) and Kushanas — came from outside. Competition for control brought
warfare as well as peaceful alliances, including matrimonial alliances among royal families
to strengthen partnerships and border security.

3. The Shunga dynasty (g7 §¥)

Pushyamitra Shunga ruled parts of north and central India. He revived Vedic traditions
and performed the ashwamedha yajna to show he was a powerful kRing. The Shunga empire
was smaller than the Mauryan, but Pushyamitra kept it united and resisted invasions.

Sanskrit flourished as a language of philosophy and literature, and Patanjali compiled
the Yoga Sutras in this period. The Shungas also encouraged art and architecture, seen in the
decorative railings and story panels of the Bharhut Stupa.

4. The Satavahanas (Fr7arew)

South of the Shunga domain, the Satavahanas (sometimes called Andhras) ruled a vast
region — present-day Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Maharashtra - from the 2nd century
BCE. Trade and agriculture flourished, especially along the Krishna and Godavari rivers.

Their coins often showed ships, a sign of strong maritime trade with places as far as the
Roman Empire. Satavahana coins found along India’s east and west coasts show lively

internal and external trade.
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In Satavahana tradition sons were named after their mothers, e.g. Gautami Putra
Satakarni. Influential women like Gautami Balashri donated land to Buddhist monks,
showing women’s roles in politics and religion. Inscriptions in caves like Naneghat mention
donations by queens and Vedic rituals, and give early examples of numeral writing. The
Satavahanas supported Vedic, Jain and Buddhist institutions and gave tax-free land to
scholars and monks.

5. Art, architecture and society (e, I SR FHIS)

This era produced rock-cut monuments and cave temples in Maharashtra (Karla and
Pitalkhora caves) and Odisha (Udayagiri-Khandagiri caves, developed by the Chedis). Skilled
artisans could work in many crafts: an inscription credits a goldsmith for a stone sculpture.
Rock-cut architecture showed advanced stone-carving and a rich tradition of patronage for
religions and the arts.

6. Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas (&, i 8ilv qre9)

South India saw the rise of the Chera, Chola and Pandya kingdoms, which stayed outside
Mauryan control. They often competed, yet contributed greatly to culture and trade.
> Cholas - rulers like Karikala built the Kallanai (Grand Anicut), an irrigation dam that

made the Kaveri delta very fertile.
> Pandyas - capital at Madurai; Cheras - in Kerala. Both were prominent exporters of
pearls, spices, timber and ivory, with wide trade links with the Roman world.

The Sangam Age is named after the sangams - assemblies of poets — in the Tamil region.
Their poems and epics, like the Silappadikaram, give rich insight into values of love, heroism,
justice and generosity and show a society shaped by trade and cultural synthesis.

7. The Chedis and Jain influence (22 3l 57 74m@)

After Mauryan power faded in Kalinga (modern Odisha), the Chedi dynasty rose under
King Kharavela. A devout Jain, he respected all religious sects and built the Udayagiri and
Khandagiri caves for Jain monks. The Hathigumpha inscription records his military
victories and benevolent rule and his effort to support all religious traditions - a theme
common to the period.

8. Foreign invaders and cultural fusion (/33%f sFAvIER] ik Wiegpia® Ac)

After Alexander’s withdrawal, Indo-Greek rulers took charge in the northwest, blending
Greek and Indian traditions in art, coinage and governance. The Heliodorus pillar at Vidisha
shows an Indo-Greek ambassador honouring Vasudeva (Krishna), reflecting religious
syncretism. Indo-Greek coins often show both Greek deities and Indian gods like Krishna and
Lakshmi.
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The Indo-Scythians or Shakas replaced the Indo-Greeks; their lasting legacy is the Shaka
Samvat, now the Indian national calendar.

The Kushanas came from Central Asia and ruled large areas of northern India and
Central Asia in the 2nd century CE. Their most famous king, Kanishka, was called ‘King of
Kings’ and showed both the Buddha and Shiva on his coins, reflecting religious diversity. The
Kushanas controlled key parts of the Silk Route, boosting trade between India, Central Asia
and the Mediterranean.

9. Gandhara and Mathura art (TR SiR 7T Hefl)

Kushana rule led to the flourishing of the Gandhara and Mathura schools of art.
Gandhara art blended Indian themes with Greco-Roman techniques, giving realistic Buddha
statues with detailed drapery. Mathura art, made in red sandstone, showed Hindu and
Buddhist deities in fuller, traditional Indian forms. Both styles set the stage for later temple
architecture.

10. Legacy of the age (35 FT P1 3R

Despite political instability, the era fostered wide cultural exchange: new forms of art,
literature, currency and administration developed, and major Sanskrit texts like the
Mahabharata and Ramayana gained importance. Inland and overseas trade thrived, bringing
prosperity. The period’s greatest legacy is perhaps the assimilation and blending of various

traditions, a hallmark of Indian civilisation.

Important Terms (Glossary)

Term Meaning

Age of Reorganisation Post-Maurya period when India broke into many kingdoms.

Pushyamitra Shunga Commander who overthrew the last Maurya (~185 BCE);
founded Shunga dynasty.

Ashwamedha yajna Vedic ritual performed to assert kingly power.

Yoga Sutras Text compiled by Patanjali in the Shunga period.

Bharhut Stupa Stupa with decorative railings and story panels (Shunga
art).

Satavahanas (Andhras) Dynasty of Andhra, Telangana, Maharashtra from 2nd c.
BCE.

Gautami Putra Satakarni Satavahana ruler named after his mother.
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Naneghat

Cave with inscriptions on queens’ donations, Vedic rituals

and early numerals.

Karla, Pitalkhora

Rock-cut cave sites in Maharashtra.

Udayagiri-Khandagiri

Caves in Odisha developed by the Chedis for Jain monks.

Kharavela

Chedi king of Kalinga; devout Jain who respected all sects.

Hathigumpha inscription

Records Kharavela's victories and benevolent rule.

Kallanai (Grand Anicut)

Irrigation dam by the Cholas making Kaveri delta fertile.

Karikala Famous Chola ruler.

Madurai Capital of the Pandyas.

Sangam Age Age named after assemblies (sangams) of Tamil poets.
Silappadikaram Tamil epic showing values of love, heroism, justice,

generosity.

Indo-Greeks

Greek-origin rulers of the northwest; blended Greek and

Indian traditions.

Heliodorus pillar

Vidisha pillar - Indo-Greek ambassador honouring

Vasudeva (Krishna).

Shakas (Indo-Scythians)

Replaced Indo-Greeks; gave the Shaka Samvat.

Shaka Samvat

Now the Indian national calendar.

Kushanas Central Asian dynasty of the 2nd c. CE; controlled Silk Route
parts.
Kanishka Famous Kushana king - ‘King of Kings’; Buddha and Shiva

on coins.

Gandhara art

Indian themes + Greco-Roman techniques; realistic Buddha

statues.

Mathura art

Red sandstone; fuller, traditional Indian forms of deities.

Quick Revision Points

> Last Maurya overthrown ~185 BCE by Pushyamitra Shunga — Shunga dynasty.

> New dynasties: Shungas, Chedis, Satavahanas, Cholas, Cheras, Pandyas; outsiders: Indo-

Greeks, Shakas, Kushanas.

> Shungas: ashwamedha, Vedic revival, Patanjali’s Yoga Sutras, Bharhut Stupa.

> Satavahanas: Andhra-Telangana-Maharashtra; ship coins; mother-named sons; Gautami

Balashri; Naneghat.

> Caves: Karla, Pitalkhora (Maharashtra); Udayagiri-Khandagiri (Odisha, Chedis).
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timber, ivory.

Route.

> Cholas: Karikala, Kallanai; Pandyas: Madurai; Cheras: Kerala; exports — pearls, spices,
> Sangam Age: Tamil poets’ assemblies; Silappadikaram.
> Kharavela (Chedi, Jain): Udayagiri-Khandagiri; Hathigumpha inscription.

> Indo-Greeks: Heliodorus pillar (Vidisha); Shakas: Shaka Samvat; Kushanas: Kanishka, Silk

> Gandhara (Greco-Roman, realistic Buddha) vs Mathura (red sandstone, Indian forms).

Shungas ]

Art &
culture

Indo-Greeks,
Shakas, Kushanas

[ Satavahanas ]

Cheras, Cholas,
Pandyas

Chedis }

Concept map of Chapter 6
Table 1: Major dynasties at a glance

Dynasty Region Known for

Shungas North & central India Pushyamitra; ashwamedha; Yoga Sutras;
Bharhut Stupa

Satavahanas Andhra, Telangana, Trade, ship coins, Naneghat, tax-free land to

Maharashtra monks

Chedis Kalinga (Odisha) Kharavela; Hathigumpha; Udayagiri-
Khandagirt

Cholas Tamil region (Kavert) Karikala; Kallanat

Cheras / Kerala / Madurati Exports of pearls, spices, timber, ivory

Pandyas
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South Indian kingdoms

e N\ [ N\ [

CHERAS CHOLAS PANDYAS
\, J/ \. J/ \.
. \ [ \ [

Kerala Karikala Capital Madurati
pearls, spices, Kallanai dam pearls, spices,
timber, vory Kaveri delta timber, vory

. J J

Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas

Foreign rulers in the northwest

e N\ N\
INDO-GREEKS > SHAKAS > KUSHANAS
\. J . J .
e N N\
Greek + Indian Replaced Indo-Greeks Central Asia, 2nd c. CE
Heliodorus pillar Shaka Samvat Kanishka, Silk Route
. J J J

Indo-Greeks — Shakas — Kushanas

Table 2: Outside dynasties and their legacy

Dynasty Origin Legacy

Indo-Greeks After Alexander, Greek + Indian blend; Heliodorus pillar; coins
northwest with Krishna, Lakshmi

Shakas Indo-Scythians Shaka Samvat - national calendar

Kushanas Central Asia Kanishka; Buddha & Shiva on coins; Silk Route;

Gandhara, Mathura art

Table 3: Gandhara vs Mathura art

Point Gandhara Mathura
Influence Indian themes + Greco-Roman Traditional Indian forms
techniques
Material - Red sandstone
Style Realistic Buddha, detailed drapery Fuller figures of Hindu & Buddhist
deities
Table 4: Art and monuments of the age

Monument Place Linked with

Bharhut Stupa - Shungas - railings, story panels
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Karla, Pitalkhora caves Maharashtra Rock-cut cave temples
Udayagiri-Khandagiri Odisha Chedis; Jain monks
Heliodorus pillar Vidisha Indo-Greek ambassador honouring

Krishna

Kallanai dam Kaveri delta Cholas - irrigation

Flowchart: after the Mauryas

Shunga
New Invaders:
Last Maurya dynasty; . _ _
_ ' kingdoms in Indo-Greeks, Blending of
overthrown tributaries o
N, Deccan, Shakas, traditions
(~185 BCE) become
, South Kushanas
independent
Flowchart: trade and prosperity
Coasts & rivers: Links with Roman
_ ) Silk Route under Prosperity &
ships on coins, | » > | world & Central | »
Kushanas ‘ cultural exchange
exports Asia

NCERT-Style Exercise: Questions & Answers

Q1. Why is the post-Maurya period called the Age of Reorganisation?
Ans. After the Mauryan empire declined it broke into several smaller kingdoms, many of
them former tributaries that became independent powers. The last Maurya ruler was
overthrown around 185 BCE by Pushyamitra Shunga.

Q2. Who was Pushyamitra Shunga? What did he do?
Ans. He was the Maurya commander-in-chief who overthrew the last Maurya and
founded the Shunga dynasty. He ruled parts of north and central India, revived Vedic
traditions, performed the ashwamedha yajna and resisted invasions.

Q3. What cultural developments took place under the Shungas?
Ans. Sanskrit flourished for philosophy and literature; Patanjali compiled the Yoga Sutras;
art and architecture were encouraged, as in the railings and story panels of the Bharhut
Stupa.

Q4. Describe the Satavahanas - region, trade and society.
Ans. They ruled present-day Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Maharashtra from the 2nd

century BCE. Trade and agriculture flourished (Krishna, Godavari); coins with ships show
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maritime trade even with the Roman Empire. Sons were named after mothers (Gautami
Putra Satakarni); Gautami Balashri donated land to Buddhist monks; they supported
Vedic, Jain and Buddhist institutions and gave tax-free land to scholars and monks.

Q5. What do the Naneghat inscriptions tell us?
Ans. They mention donations of queens and Vedic rituals and give early examples of
numeral writing that predate modern numbers.

Q6. Name some rock-cut monuments of this era and where they are.
Ans. Karla and Pitalkhora caves in Maharashtra; Udayagiri-Khandagiri caves in Odisha
(developed by the Chedis). They show advanced stone-carving and patronage of religions
and arts.

Q7. What was the Kallanai? Who built it?
Ans. The Kallanai (Grand Anicut) is an irrigation dam undertaken by the Cholas under
rulers like Karikala; it made the Kaveri delta highly fertile.

Q8. Write about the Pandyas and Cheras and their trade.
Ans. The Pandya kingdom had its capital at Madurai and the Cheras ruled in Kerala. Both
exported pearls, spices, timber and ivory and had wide trade links with the Roman world.

Q9. Why is it called the Sangam Age? What do its works show?
Ans. It is named after sangams, assemblies of poets in the Tamil region. Poems and epics
like the Silappadikaram show values of love, heroism, justice and generosity and a society
shaped by trade and cultural synthesis.

Q10. Who was Kharavela? What is the Hathigumpha inscription?
Ans. Kharavela was the Chedi king of Kalinga, a devout Jain who respected all sects and
built the Udayagiri and Khandagiri caves for Jain monks. The Hathigumpha inscription
records his military victories and benevolent rule and his support to all religious
traditions.

Q11. What does the Heliodorus pillar show? What did Indo-Greek coins show?
Ans. At Vidisha, it shows an Indo-Greek ambassador honouring Vasudeva (Krishna) -
religious syncretism. Indo-Greek coins often showed both Greek deities and Indian gods
like Krishna and Lakshmi.

Q12. What is the Shaka Samvat?
Ans. The lasting legacy of the Shakas (Indo-Scythians); it is now the Indian national

calendar.
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Q13. Who was Kanishka? Why was the Silk Route important?
Ans. Kanishka was the most famous Kushana king, called ‘King of Kings’; he showed both
the Buddha and Shiva on coins, reflecting religious diversity. The Kushanas controlled key
parts of the Silk Route, boosting trade between India, Central Asia and the Mediterranean.

Q14. Compare Gandhara and Mathura art.
Ans. Gandhara art blended Indian themes with Greco-Roman techniques and produced
realistic Buddha statues with detailed drapery. Mathura art used red sandstone and
showed Hindu and Buddhist deities in fuller, traditional Indian forms. Both set the stage
for later temple architecture.

Q15. What was the greatest legacy of this period?
Ans. The assimilation and blending of various traditions — a hallmark of Indian
civilisation - along with new art forms, literature, currency, administration and thriving

trade.

Board-Pattern-Quesfions -1Mark  ~ & |

1. Who overthrew the last Maurya ruler? (1)
Ans. Pushyamitra Shunga.
2. Which yajna did Pushyamitra perform? (1)
Ans. Ashwamedha yajna.
3. Who compiled the Yoga Sutras? (1)
Ans. Patanjali.
4. Which stupa has decorative railings and story panels? (1)
Ans. Bharhut Stupa.
5. What did Satavahana coins often show? (1)
Ans. Ships.
6. Name a Satavahana ruler named after his mother. (1)
Ans. Gautami Putra Satakarni.
7. Where are Karla and Pitalkhora caves? (1)
Ans. Maharashtra.
8. What is the capital of the Pandyas? (1)
Ans. Madurai.
9. Which dam did the Cholas build to make the Kaveri delta fertile? (1)

Ans. Kallanai (Grand Anicut).

MERIT SPRING — NOTES BY ABHISHEK SIR Page 9 of 23

More Notes Game Zone Virtual Labs Mock Tests Question Bank Daily Current Affairs Video Lessons

Notes, tests, games & virtual labs for Class 6—-12 — sab kuch free sikho: www.msroh.in


https://msroh.in
https://msroh.in
https://msroh.in
https://msroh.in
https://msroh.in
https://msroh.in
https://msroh.in
https://msroh.in

Class 7 | Social Science | Chapter 6

The Age of Reorganisation
Teacher: Abhishek Sir « Free notes at msroh.in

10. Which Tamil epic is from the Sangam Age? (1)
Ans. Silappadikaram.

11. Which Chedi king built Udayagiri-Khandagiri caves? (1)
Ans. Kharavela.

12. Where is the Heliodorus pillar? (1)
Ans. Vidisha.

13. Which calendar is the legacy of the Shakas? (1)
Ans. Shaka Samvat.

14. Which Kushana king was called ‘King of Kings'? (1)
Ans. Kanishka.

15. Which stone was used in Mathura art? (1)

Ans. Red sandstone.

Board-Pattefn Questions - 3 Marks =~ 7~ + =

1. List the new kingdoms that arose after the Mauryas. (3)
Ans. From inside: Shungas, Chedis, Satavahanas, Cholas, Cheras, Pandyas. From outside:
Indo-Greeks, Shakas (Indo-Scythians) and Kushanas.

2. How did the Satavahanas support trade and religion? (3)
Ans. Trade and agriculture flourished on the Krishna-Godavari; ship coins on east and
west coasts show maritime trade. They supported Vedic, Jain and Buddhist institutions
and gave tax-free land to scholars and mongs.

3. What do the roles of Satavahana women show? (3)
Ans. Sons were named after mothers; influential women like Gautami Balashri donated
land to Buddhist monks; Naneghat inscriptions mention queens’ donations — showing
women’s roles in politics and religion.

4. Write about the Sangam Age. (3)
Ans. Named after assemblies (sangams) of poets in the Tamil region. Poems and epics like
the Silappadikaram show values of love, heroism, justice and generosity in a society
shaped by trade and cultural synthesis.

5. Who was Kharavela and what was his contribution? (3)
Ans. Chedi king in Kalinga; devout Jain who respected all sects; built Udayagiri-
Khandagiri caves for Jain monks; the Hathigumpha inscription records his victories and

benevolent rule.
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6. Explain religious syncretism with two examples. (3)
Ans. The Heliodorus pillar at Vidisha shows an Indo-Greek ambassador honouring
Vasudeva (Krishna); Indo-Greek coins show Greek deities with Krishna and Lakshmi;
Kanishka’s coins show both the Buddha and Shiva.

7. Write about the Kushanas. (3)
Ans. They came from Central Asia and ruled northern India and Central Asia in the 2nd
century CE. Kanishka, ‘King of Kings’, showed the Buddha and Shiva on coins. They
controlled parts of the Silk Route, boosting trade between India, Central Asia and the

Mediterranean.

Board-Pattern Questions - 5 Marks >~

1. Describe the political changes after the Mauryas and the rise of the Shungas. (5)
Ans. The Mauryan realm broke into smaller kingdoms; many former tributaries became
independent and the northwest was open to invasions. Around 185 BCE the last Maurya
ruler was overthrown by his commander-in-chief Pushyamitra Shunga, who founded the
Shunga dynasty, ruled parts of north and central India, revived Vedic traditions,
performed the ashwamedha yajna and resisted invasions. Under them Sanskrit flourished,
Patanjali compiled the Yoga Sutras and art grew (Bharhut Stupa). Competition brought
wars and alliances, including matrimonial ones.

2. Write about the Satavahanas: region, trade, society, religion and art. (5)
Ans. From the 2nd century BCE they ruled Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Maharashtra.
Trade and agriculture flourished along the Krishna and Godavari; ship coins show
maritime trade up to the Roman Empire. Sons took mothers’ names (Gautami Putra
Satakarni); Gautami Balashri donated land to Buddhist monks. Naneghat inscriptions
mention queens’ donations, Vedic rituals and early numerals. They backed Vedic, Jain and
Buddhist institutions with tax-free land. Rock-cut caves at Karla and Pitalkhora show
advanced stone-carving.

3. Describe the Cheras, Cholas and Pandyas and the Sangam Age. (5)
Ans. These southern kingdoms stayed outside Mauryan control, competing but
contributing to culture and trade. The Cholas, under rulers like Karikala, built the
Kallanai (Grand Anicut), making the Kaveri delta fertile. The Pandyas (capital Madurati)
and the Cheras (Kerala) exported pearls, spices, timber and ivory and traded with the
Roman world. The Sangam Age is named after assemblies of Tamil poets; works like the

Silappadikaram show values of love, heroism, justice and generosity.
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4. Explain cultural fusion under the Indo-Greeks, Shakas and Kushanas, including Gandhara
and Mathura art. (5)
Ans. Indo-Greeks blended Greek and Indian traditions; the Heliodorus pillar and coins
with Krishna and Lakshmi show syncretism. The Shakas gave the Shaka Samvat, now the
national calendar. The Kushanas, under Kanishka (‘King of Kings’), showed the Buddha
and Shiva on coins and controlled the Silk Route. Their rule led to Gandhara art (Indian
themes + Greco-Roman techniques, realistic Buddha) and Mathura art (red sandstone,

fuller traditional forms) which set the stage for later temples.
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Class 7 | Social Science | Chapter 6

The Age of Reorganisation
Teacher: Abhishek Sir « Free notes at msroh.in

e Ut .
L {IG AT e TEa S Yl & I &7 0= a0 | (5)

ITC: HIT A5 SIS AT H 27 HE I Rl Sq 51 A Je-qie=e
ATHRANT & TTT AT T&T | T 185 .. AT HiF ITHe &l AT THHT IFT
T ESTRT IOT FI7 ST (AT, e S9v-as Y 92 9ma (e, afes I
ST &f, TG T (AT AT ATRAVIT T FTHAT (RAT | G50 FeAT, TaA A
AT FH(AT (T AT FAT T&T (T &) | B1S 7 g AT da1iad digd
CERE R

2. qTaaTe=l & 1L H (AT < 875, SATITL, FATS, 97 3T FAT | (5)
ITC: 277 SIATeRT 5.9 & IR AT T, AT AT RS T ST [T |
FOTIMRTEL I FATI-H1T Tied ; ST AT [F e UHT AT ddh TG AT
TI & | T ATATSAT o AT & S STl (TAHT I ITAR(07) ; TAHT a1 arg,
Prap=ar &r s & | Areree stfaere Tt & a1, afes STgSSMT AT A S
FT IAE ATl & | IR dTah, of T, TTg GEITHT Al HL-HFd 7 F Y [T |
FIAT AT TAAGNT &l TR FoAT TIT-aLTIT &9l & |

3. 9T, I, TS A GIH HTA AT T & | (5)
ITC: T SFRTUT T JIF (A0 & q1R7 T8, ATTET T T §U Gehia 1 AT H
INTE &d W5 | SaTT S 9T AT 7 dedqs (U A 1ae) Ia74T, S
AT ST ITHATS: FAT | TS (IS A L) T FT (FHTeT) I, AT, ARET,
TRl FFTT Sd AT TET ST & AT S o | 3 &7l aiHeT diadi s
VAT & A 97 7 ; Feroafeans STET =10 9, FI9aT, =93 A7 38T & Jod
T & |

4. TSV, W ST HITUN o ST ATER{dH AT GHHTI, TTHTT 3T AYRT FAT

g (5)
I : SSTIRT 7 JAFT-HEATT TIIY (qeATS ; STAa TS & 3 Hsor-oed{ T
aTer (e ga=a fawaTe & | 9Tl T 9T |9 f&T, ST 31 ey S0 & | I A
FTSH (TSATAT & TSAT) & I [FFn TG99 T9MT AL 97 A0 a1
[T | 39 WA= H YT AT (A YT + AT -THT dahed, TUTER! §8)
AT T FAT (ATA T AT TSI, L TRA R &) Tied T, [STeRi= 3070 & S af 19
T |
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