Poem 6: Amanda!
Class 10 English - First Flight (Poem)

Chapter Review
o "Amandal” ic & humorouc poem by Robin Klein. It chows a young girl,

Amanda, who ic nagged by her mother and eccapes into her daydreams.

o The poem has two voices. Stanzac 1, 3, 5 and 7 are the mother'e orders:
don't bite your nails, cit ctraight. don't louch, don't eat co much, and co
on. Stanzac 2, 4 and 6 (in brackets) are Amanda’s thoughts.

* Amanda ic not listening. She dreame of being a mermaid drifting on a calm
emerald cea, alone and free.

o Che imaginee herself an orphan, free to roam the ctreets and draw
patierns in the dust with her bare feet, with nobody to nag her.

* Che wante to be Rapunzel, living in & high tower, and che would never let
down her hair for anyone. She wante peace and cilence.

© At the end the mother cays Amanda! Stop culking!, but Amanda ic not
culking. She ic only longing for Freedom.

The poem i¢ funny but also cencitive: it chows how children feel under the

constant prescure of elderc.

Key Terme
Slouch - To ¢it or walb with a droap/‘hy éody.

Languid - Slow, relaxed and calm.

Orphan - A child whoce parents are dead.
Rapunzel — A fairy-tale girl locked in a tower.
Sulk - To ctay cilent from bad temper.

Nag - To keep finding fault and giving orders.
Yearn — Jo long for comething.

Parenthesic — Brackets uced to chow a different voice.
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Diagrame [ Flowcharte

Mothere [foice ve Amanda’e |foice

8 Mother (Stanzac 1,3,5,7) ) Amanda (Stanzas 2,4,6)
+ Commands: don't bite nails, ¢it straight * Dreams of being a mermaid
* Wante good mannere * Wiches to be an orphan, free

\ + Thinke Amanda. is culking \ * Wants to be Rapunzel, alone

Amanda’c Escape

Mother gives ordere

!
Amanda daydreams

!
Mermaid, orphan, Rapunzel

!

Wante cilence and freedom

I}
Mother cays che is culking

About the Poet
o Robin Klein (born 1936) ic an Auctralian author who writee for children
and young adultc.

Poetic Devices
o Contract and two voices: commands outside brackets and thoughts ingide

brackete.

o Imagery: languid emerald cea), golden cilence, cweet freedom’

o Allusion: Rapunzel and mermaid refer to fairy tales.

o Humovr and irony: Amanda. ic called moody while che ic only dreaming.
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o Repetition of Amandal! to chow constant nagging.

Theme

o Children need freedom, cpace and imagination. Constant ccolding hurte

crea z‘/‘vity.

* Parents chould quide with underctanding, and children chould be heard.

Jextbook Exercise Questions
Q.1 How old do you think Amanda ic? How do you know?
Ans. Amanda ic about 9 or 10. She ic rebubed by her parents with the typica

instructions given to young children, and her mind i¢ naive and innocent.

Q.2 Who ic cpeaking to her?
Ans. Moct probably her mother. A mother ic the firet teacher, and the

instructions about manners and habite cuggect this.

@.3 Why are ctanzas 2, 4 and 6 in ,barenthec/(‘?
Ans. They chow Amanda’s inner thoughts. Che does not cay them alovd. The
brackets chow her cilent reaction to each cet of orderc and give the

poem humour.

Q.4 Who ic the cpeaker in ctanzas 2, 4, 67 J¢ this cpeaker listening to the
others?

Ans. Amanda herself. Mo, che ic not listening, ac che i¢ lost in her imaginary
world.

Q.5 What could Amanda do if che were a mermaid?
Ans. She could drift clowly and carelecely on a languid emerald cea, alone and

free, and not depend on anyone for her happiness.
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Q.6 Ic Amanda an orphan? Why does che cay co?

Ans. No. She cays <o becavse che wantc to be left alone. Che imaginec that,
without anyone to nag her, che could roam the ctreets freely and draw
patterns in the dust with her bare feet.

Q.7 Why does che want to be Rapunzel?

Ans. Rapunzel lived alone in a high tower. Amanda wants cuch peace and
colitvde. She would not let down her hair for anyone to climb, ac che
doesn 't want to be disturbed.

Q-8 What does the girl yearn for ? What does the poem tell you about
Amanda?
Ans. She yearnc for freedom, peace and cilence. Che i¢c imaginative and
cencitive, and the poem chows that children everywhere feel prescured by

tos many instructions.

Q.7 Do you think Amanda i culbing and moody?
Ans. No. She ic only longing for freedom and eccaping into imagination
becavce of the constant ccolding.

Board Exam Questions (Important)
Q.1 Character cketch of Amanda (100 words).
Ans. Amanda i¢ a young, imaginative and censitive girl. She ic tired of her

mother'c constant instructions and eccapes into daydreams as a
mermaid, an orphan and Rapunzel. She ic not moody; che wants freedom,
cilence and peace. She ic polite ac che never answers back, but che lives

in her own world.

Notes by Abhichek Siv 4



Poem 6: Amandal!
Class 10 English - First Flight (Poem)

Q.2 Reference to context: "Don't bite your nails, Amandal” (a) Who cays it?
(6) How does Amanda react?
Ans. (2) Amanda’s mother. (b) Amanda does not reply; in her mind che
thinks about comething else, like being a mermaid. This chowe that che

¢ not paying attention.

Q.3 What does the poem cay about the relationchip between parents and
children?
Ans. Parentc want good manners and discipline, but tos many instructions
cuppress the child'c freedom and imagination. There chould be
understanding and space.

Q.4 Value-based: How chould parents treat their children?
Ans. With love, patience and respect. They chould guide but also allow freedom

and time to dreom.
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