Poem §: Fog
Class 10 English - First Flight (Poem)

Chapter Review
"Fog” ic & very chort poem by Carl Sandburg. Tt compares the coming of

fog to a cat.

The fog comes cilently on little cat feet, that ic, quietly and gently, without
any noise.

Like & cat citting on ite haunches, the fog cite and losks over the harbour
and the city. Then it moves on.

The poem i a cingle extended metaphor. The poet does not cay the fog IS
& cat, but gives it & cat'c qualities of cilence, coftnese and quiet watching.

It ic written in free verse, with no rhyme ccheme.

Key Terme
Haunchee — The hipe and thighs of an animal when ¢itting.

Harbovr - A place where chipe chelter.

Metaphor — A comparicon withovt like’ or ac’

Free verse — Poetry without rhyme or Fixed rhythm.

Silent - Without noice.

Fog — Thick cloud near the ground.

Imagery - Words that ereate pictures.

Extended metaphor — A metaphor that continves through the poem.
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Diagrame [ Flowcharte

Fog as a Cat
Foq arrives on little cat feet
!

Cite on cilent havenches

!

Looks over harbour and city

!

Then moves on

Fog and a Cat
Fog Cat
* Comes cilently * Walks coftly on little feet
« Covers harbour and city - Cite on haunches and watches
\ - Leaves after come time \  Moves away

About the Poet
o Corl Sandburg (1875-1967) was an American poet. He won three Pulitzer

Prizes and wrote about ordinary people and cities.

Poetic Devices
o Metaphor: the fog ic described ac a cat.

o Imagery: little feet, cilent haunches, harbovr and city.
* Persounification: fog losks over the city.
o Free verce: there i€ no rhyme ccheme; only cix lines.

o Brevity: very few worde give a clear picture.
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Theme
o Nature'e gentle, quiet arrival. A cimple image can give a deep feeling of

calm.

Jextbook Exercise Questions
Q.1 (i) What is the fog like? (i) How does it come? (i) What doec it in line
three refer to? (iv) Doec the poet cay that the fog ic like & cat? Find
three things.
Ans. (1) The fog ic like a cat. (i) It comes cilently on its [ittle cat feet. (iii)
Tt refere to the fog that coverc the city. (iv) The poet doesn't cay it ic a
cat, he uces & metaphor. Three things: the fog comes on little cat feet; it

locks over the harbovr and eity like a cat; it cite on cilent haunches.

Q-2 Find metaphors: Storm, Train, Fire, School, Home.
Ans. Storm: tiger (pouncec over the fields, growls). Train: wind (moves cwiftly
with & rashing cound). Fire: cun (Full of light and enerqy). School: temple

(teachee moral valuec). Home: nest (a warm chefter with oved ones).

Q.3 Doec the poem have a rhyme ccheme?
Ans. No. Tt ic written in free verse, with no reqular rhyming worde or
rhythm.

Board Exam Questions (Important)
Q-7 Why does the poet compare fog to a cat? (3-9 lines)
Ans. Both come cilently and coftly, cit and watch, and move away. The

comparicon givec the fog a fiving, gentle quality.
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Q.2 Reference to context: "It cits looking over harbovr and city on cilent
haunches and then movec on.” Who ic it’? What does it chow?
Ans. Tt'ic the fog. It chows that the fog cite quietly over the city for come

time, like a cat watching, and then leaves.

Q.3 What ic free verse? I¢ Fog’ a free-verse poem?
Ans. Free verce ic poetry withovt a reqular rhyme ccheme or rhythm. Yes, Fog

/¢ in free verce.

Q.4 Value-based: hat does the poem teach us about observing nature?
Ans. e chould observe nature with attention and imagination. Even emall

and daily evente like fog can inspire beavty.
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