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Chapter Review in Easy Lanquage |

1. Setting the scene
From the early 11th century, invasions from beyond the Hindu Kush by Turkic and Afghan

peoples reshaped India's political map. Here “medieval” simply means the 11th to 17th

centuries. This chapter covers the Delhi Sultanate, regional kingdoms, Vijayanagara, the

Mughals, resistance movements, administration and people's lives.

2. Delhi Sultanate (from 1192 /1206)

> Formed after the defeat of Prithviraj Chauhan (1192); five dynasties: Mamluk (Slave),
Khilji, Tughlaq, Sayyid, Lodi.

> Politically unstable: about 2 of 3 sultans took power by removing the predecessor; average
reign about 9 years.

> Ala-ud-din Khilji (c. 1300): campaigns in north and central India, repelled Mongol
invasions; general Malik Kafur raided the south. Coin title: Sikander Sani (second
Alexander).

> Muhammad bin Tughlaq: most of the subcontinent under one ruler (first since Mauryas)
but plans misfired - capital shifted Delhi — Daulatabad (Devagiri) and back; token
currency caused confusion and counterfeiting.

> Wealth came from plunder, taxes and slave trade; temples and learning centres were
attacked; jizya was levied on non-Muslims by some sultans.

> Timur invaded in the late 14th century and devastated Delhi; the Lodis then ruled a much-
shrunk Sultanate.

3. Resistance and regional powers

> Eastern Gangas (Kalinga): Narasimhadeva I repelled the Sultanate and built the Sun
Temple, Konark.

> Musunuri Nayakas: a confederacy of 75+ chieftains expelled Tughlaq forces from Warangal
(c. 1330-36).

> Hoysalas (Karnataka; Belur, Halebidu temples) resisted but were absorbed into

Vijayanagara in the mid-14th century. Bahmani Sultanate (1347) later split into five

Deccan Sultanates: Bijapur, Golconda, Berar, Ahmednagar, Bidar.
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> Mewar - Rana Kumbha built Kumbhalgarh fort (36 km wall).
4. Vijayanagara Empire (1336-mid-17th c.)

Founded by Harihara and Bukka (former Tughlaq governors) with guru Vidyaranya at
Hampi. Peak under Krishnadevaraya (16th century): patron of Sanskrit, Telugu, Kannada;
wrote Amuktamalyada (with a Rajaniti section on governance); grants to Tirupati and the
Vitthala temple (musical pillars). Portuguese traveller Domingo Paes praised the city as large
as Rome. After the Battle of Talikota (1565) the Deccan Sultanates sacked the city and the
empire fragmented under Nayakas.

5. The Mughals

> Babur won the First Battle of Panipat (1526) using gunpowder, artillery and matchlocks
over Ibrahim Lodi; wrote Baburnama.

> Humayun lost lands to Sher Shah Suri (Sur Empire, many reforms) but regained them;

Himu briefly held Delhi; Second Battle of Panipat (1556) - Akbar won.
> ARbar (1556-1605): emperor at 13; conquests (e.g. Chittor siege, jauhar by Rajput women)

but also marriage alliances, abolished jizya, sulh-i-kul (peace with all), Rajputs in court,

house of translation at Fatehpur Sikri (Mahabharata as Razmnama, Ramayana, Gita,

Panchatantra).
> Jahangir (art lover), Shah Jahan (Taj Mahal, Red Forts, Humayun's tomb era of art).
> Aurangzeb (1658-1707): won the succession war against brothers; empire reached greatest

extent; reimposed jizya and pilgrimage tax; ordered destruction of temples (1669); last 25

years fighting in the Deccan, draining the treasury — a key cause of later decline.
> Average reign: Sultans ~9 yrs; Mughals up to Aurangzeb ~27 yrs.

6. Resistance to the Mughals

> Jat peasants and tribes (Bhils, Gonds, Santhals, Kochs) rebelled; Rani Durgavati of Garha
fought Akbar's general in 1564.

> Rajputs: Rana Sanga lost to Babur at Khanwa; Maharana Pratap (Mewar) fought at

Haldighati (1576) and continued guerrilla warfare with Bhil support; Durga Das Rathore

defended Marwar.
> Ahoms (Assam): paik system (service for land); Battle of Saraighat (1671) - Lachit

Borphukan's 10,000 men beat 30,000 Mughals.
> Sikhs: Guru Nanak (equality, Ik Onkar); Guru Arjan compiled Guru Granth Sahib and was

tortured to death under Jahangir — Guru Hargobind built an army; Guru Tegh Bahadur

martyred 1675 (Sis Ganj Sahib); Guru Gobind Singh founded the Khalsa (1699); Maharaja

Ranjit Singh built the Sikh Empire (1799).
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7. Administration

collect tax and maintain army (posts not hereditary).

surveyed land and crop yields for revenue.

(o]

. People's lives

Hooghly; India exported more than imported.

centres of markets, credit and charity.

> Late 1600s: stress — peasants kept little, some became bonded labourers; wealth

built a shared heritage.

> Sultanate: absolute sultan with ministers; iqta system — land assigned to iqtadars to
> Mughals (Akbar): Diwan (finance), Mir Bakhshi (military), Khan-i-Saman (public works,

household), Sadr (justice, religion, education); 12 subahs; mansabdari system (rank = fixed

troops and animals; paid by jagirs; described in Ain-i-Akbari by Abul Fazl). Todar Mal

> Economy stayed strong: agriculture (land revenue about 1/5, sometimes 1/2 of produce),

Persian wheel, cotton textiles, shipbuilding; exports via Calicut, Surat, Masulipatnam,

> Hundi = written payment order (early banking); shrenis (quilds), jatis; temples were

concentrated with rulers, officials, merchants; yet communities mostly lived peacefully and

Note

them. We study them to understand and avoid repeating them.

The book reminds us that these are events of the past; people today are not responsible for

Important Words & Terms (Glossary)

Term Meaning

Sultanate Territory ruled by a Sultan.

Iqta Land assigned to nobles to collect taxes.
Jizya Tax on non-Muslim subjects.

Token currency Cheap coins declared equal to silver/gold.

Sulh-i-kul Peace with all; tolerance of all faiths.

Mansabdari Rank-based system of officers maintaining troops.
Jagir Land assigned as pay to a mansabdar.

Subah Mughal province (12 in Akbar's time).

Guerrilla warfare Surprise attacks by small groups using terrain.

Paik system Ahom service-for-land system.
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Khalsa Martial brotherhood founded by Guru Gobind Singh.

Hundi Written payment instruction carried across borders.

Quick Revision & Key Points |

> Delhi Sultanate dynasties: Mamluk, Khilji, Tughlaq, Sayyid, Lodi.
> Vijayanagara 1336 (Harihara, Bukka); fell after Talikota 1565.
> Panipat 11526 (Babur); Panipat II 1556 (Akbar); Haldighati 1576; Saraighat 1671.

> ARbar: sulh-i-kul, mansabdari, Todar Mal's revenue survey.

> Aurangzeb: greatest extent, Deccan wars drained treasury.
Khalsa formed 1699; Sikh Empire 1799.

Land revenue ~1/5 of produce; hundi = early banking.

Y

\4

Delhi
Sultanate
1
Administration : Regional
& people : resistance

RESHAPING INDIA'S
POLITICAL MAP

Rajputs, Ahoms, . .
[ ajpuSiSkhS oms ] E [ Vijayanagara }
1

[ Mughals J

Concept map of Chapter 2

Timeline of key dates

Year Event
1192 / 1206 Prithviraj defeated; Delhi Sultanate set up
1336 / 1347 Vijayanagara / Bahmani Sultanate founded
1398 Timur attacks Delhi
1526 First Battle of Panipat — Mughal Empire
1556 Second Battle of Panipat — Akbar
1565 Battle of Talikota - Vijayanagara falls
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1576 Battle of Haldighati
1671 Battle of Saraighat — Ahoms win
1699 / 1799 Khalsa formed / Sikh Empire

Table: Mughal officers (Akbar)

Officer Looked after

Diwan finance

Mir Bakhshi military matters

Khan-i-Saman public works, trade, industry, agriculture, household
Sadr justice, religion, education

Flowchart: Rise and fall of Vijayanagara

Harihara and

Peak under Talikota defeat Nayakas rule; end
Bukka found > ) > > _

_ Krishnadevaraya (1565) mid-17th c.
empire (1336)

Important Questions with Answers (From the Fesson)

1. Why was Muhammad bin Tughlaq's rule remarkable yet unsuccessful?

Ans. Most of the subcontinent came under one ruler for the first time since the Mauryas,
but poorly executed schemes (moving the capital, token currency) caused loss of life,
confusion and economic decline.
2. Name regional kingdoms that resisted the Sultanate.
Ans. Eastern Gangas (Narasimhadeva I), Hoysalas, Musunuri Nayakas, Mewar under Rana
Kumbha, and later Vijayanagara.
3. How was Vijayanagara founded and why did it fall?
Ans. Harihara and Bukka, former Tughlaq governors, founded it (1336) at Hampi. After
Krishnadevaraya, the Deccan Sultanates defeated it at Talikota (1565) and sacked the city.
4. How did Akbar's approach differ from earlier rulers?
Ans. He used marriage alliances, Rajput officials, abolished jizya, promoted sulh-i-Rul,
interfaith dialogue and translations, along with conquest.
5. What led to the decline of the Mughals after Aurangzeb?
Ans. Continuous Deccan wars for 25 years drained the treasury and strained
administration; rebellions by Rajputs, Jats, Sikhs, Ahoms and Marathas weakened

authority.
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6. Explain the mansabdari system.
Ans. Officers had a rank (mansab) and had to maintain a set number of troops, horses,
elephants and camels; they were paid through jagirs. This let the state raise an army
quickly without a permanent one.

7. What was the paik system and the importance of Saraighat?
Ans. Ahom men served the state with labour or military duty in return for land. At
Saraighat (1671) Lachit Borphukan's 10,000 men defeated 30,000 Mughals, preserving
Ahom independence.

8. How did the Sikh community evolve in this period?
Ans. Began with Guru Nanak's message of equality and one God; persecution led to
martial training under Guru Hargobind; Guru Tegh Bahadur's martyrdom (1675) led Guru
Gobind Singh to found the Khalsa (1699); later Ranjit Singh built the Sikh Empire.

9. What was a hundi and why was it useful?
Ans. A written payment instruction that could be carried across borders; merchants could
transfer money without carrying coins, safe from plunder — a precursor to modern

banking.

Board-Pattern Questions — 1 Mark
1. Who was defeated in 1192 leading to the Sultanate? (1)

Ans. Prithviraj Chauhan.

2. Who built the Sun Temple at Konark? (1)
Ans. Narasimhadeva I (Eastern Ganga).

3. Who founded Vijayanagara? (1)
Ans. Harihara and Bukka.

4. Which battle (1565) destroyed Vijayanagara city? (1)
Ans. Battle of Talikota.

5. Name Babur's memoir. (1)
Ans. Baburnama.

6. Who wrote Ain-i-Akbari? (1)
Ans. Abul Fazl.

7. Who commanded the Ahoms at Saraighat? (1)
Ans. Lachit Borphukan.

8. Who founded the Khalsa? (1)
Ans. Guru Gobind Singh (1699).
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9. Who surveyed land and crop ‘yields for Akbar? (1)
Ans. Todar Mal.
10. Name the Mughal minister for finance. (1)

Ans. Diwan.

Board-Pattern Questions -3 Marks

1. Describe the political instability of the Delhi Sultanate. (3)
Ans. Five dynasties ruled; almost two of three sultans seized power by eliminating
predecessors; average reign about nine years. Wars and plunder disturbed trade and
agriculture; Timur's attack and regional revolts shrank its territory.

2. Write about Krishnadevaraya's contributions. (3)
Ans. He expanded and secured the empire, patronised Sanskrit, Telugu and Kannada
poets, composed Amuktamalyada, and gave grants to Tirupati and the Vitthala temple.

3. Compare Akbar and Aurangzeb's religious policies. (3)
Ans. Akbar abolished jizya and pilgrimage tax and promoted sulh-i-kul; Aurangzeb
reimposed jizya and the pilgrimage tax, banned practices he saw as un-Islamic and
ordered temples demolished.

4. How did Maharana Pratap resist the Mughals? (3)
Ans. He refused Mughal suzerainty, fought at Haldighati (1576), then escaped and waged
guerrilla warfare from the Aravallis with help from the Bhils.

5. Describe the Sultanate iqta system. (3)
Ans. Territories were assigned to iqtadars to collect taxes; after expenses the rest went to
the treasury and supported the army. Posts were not hereditary, creating loyal local

administrators.

Board-Pattern Questions — 5 Marks

1. Explain how the political map of India changed from the 13th to 17th centuries. (5)
Ans. The Delhi Sultanate (five dynasties) ruled north India with instability; Eastern
Gangas, Hoysalas, Mewar and others resisted. Vijayanagara rose in the south (1336) and
Bahmani/Deccan Sultanates in the Deccan. Babur's victory at Panipat (1526) founded the
Mughal Empire, which Akbar expanded and Aurangzeb extended furthest; Rajputs, Ahoms,

Sikhs, Jats, tribes and later Marathas resisted, and the empire declined after 1707.
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2. Describe the economy and life of people in this period. (5)
Ans. Agriculture was the base, with land revenue about one-fifth (sometimes half) of
produce, irrigation (Persian wheel) and crops like rice, wheat, cotton. Textiles,
shipbuilding and crafts thrived; exports went via Calicut, Surat, Masulipatnam and
Hooghly and exceeded imports. Hundis, guilds and temple economies supported trade. In
the late 1600s peasants were squeezed and some became bonded labourers, though

communities mostly lived peacefully.
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f&=ET 9T (Hindi Section)
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4. fasE=TI TS (1336-174T IATsET T)

EET S T (T8 TAH Ta=17) 7 T [qIT0T & JT §FIT H SIT94T &l |
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> THRIT (1556-1605): 13 ¥ &t 3 7 qare ; fawrgh (& fo<is i s, e
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SN & &9 AT 8 618 517 - [& §QUTSE 1 &7 q478 ; € QT T818C 16757
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7. 99
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AT i T aTer ATIRTAT T TL-SAT T TOITeAT |
SILIES TR &l g & €7 H &7 75 7 |

qar HqITA AT (AHAL & AT 12) |

BUHANR g HTIT & ATH AdY G 1E AT & A 87 |
RIECRIN STRTHT &l M & a2cf {47 &l T9T |
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|qTeE T T Mifes fEe T ST & JTE=TT |
gsr AT & I o AT ST qehel ATAT (ARG HITeAT -
T |

faeetr aoaa & a9 qAe S, Faersir, iras, 99, AEl |
fasraTT 1336 (T, TFHN) ; ATRET 1565 & a8 90+ |
TEIIA-1 1526 (FTEY); TRITA-11 1556 (FAHET); S =TT 1576 ; G 1671 |
HFIT : AR -T-FA, ATHGGIT, SISTHA &l Toreg 87T |

\4

\4

\4

\4

AT T : 99 ST (A, TFhT & &I - @A @TeAT (AT |
|TAET 1699 ; [ graTs=r 1799 |
-TISTET IO &l ~1/5; §ST = YT STehi |

Y

\4

\4

IATT 2 HT ATHOT-HAH T
gqE fafoat & aaa-XE@r
EA) HaqT
1192 /1206 AT T ; faeett Joa-a i ST
1336 / 1347 o= / IREAT Sedqd & ST
1398 THT & (o T 92 AThAor
1526 THIIT AT TIH g, - JITT qTHT
1556 TS &7 T TG, - AR
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1565 ATeARIET - [T &7 Ia4
1576 AR ICAKC IR k-4
1671 I - A fawEr
1699 / 1799 qroET / o aeeT
qTieTahT : {ITA ATTRTL (TFHIV)
T ==
SEIE) fa=r
IR E T g
|TT-T-HTHATT AT -[HTT, SATITE, ST, HIV, =TT
a5 =1, o, Feretr
FATHTS : AR &T I™TT-9aT
sREcgFaT T TSI T ITET;
qETeT a7 | > TR > IR RIS > | 17aTar T |
e ferET (1565) .
(1336) ;T

TS & AU TT-ITT

1. FEFAE (T QA T AT Ier @1 I AqHeT FAT &T 2
3T HIIT & q12 T8AT a1 TR ITHRTEIT Udh IS h 3TH I AT, T
AT TREAT AT Aihidd 5T ST @F &I & AN] ATSTATAT § START, 937
T AT T F 2 |

2. Goded T (arer F qTer &5 USdT & G qare |
ITC: [T 0T (AEEET T, BIIHA, T TG, TUT FAT & AT HGTS 3T
CIERACERE R

3. fASTa=IT T SATIAT F¥ §< 3T T F9T g2 2
ITC: T4 AT TG7 8T ST gl 1 8741 H S9! ST (1336) &l |
FOIT & qTE SFRAT Goaadi 7 arethler (1565) 7 T &7 T 7T |

4. ARIC KT AURT I5cT & TR § e (T 9T ?
I : I (a0 & AT Tl 8d Ga9, TrId ATTRI, TAAT GH11T, FoAg -U-
FoT, ATCATHE G A ATAE AT G (4T |

5. AT & IT AT & T & R F4T S ?
ITC: 25 AV & SaehT g1 F ST ATl §3AT A JLATET I 1 TET; TSI,
Siet, [Eart, ST A 7306l & (agral & a1 &AL &l |
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6. ATHIETL JUTAT THZTAT |
I ATIRIAT &l I8 (7799 fqerar o 37 Ffv=a @@ § &fqs, 918, 0T, e
T BT o I ST & [Hear o7 | 96 ST 947 & (997 9705 §47 S Srar o |

7. ITE W4T 49T 4T 20 §UIETe &t A5¢q ?
ST : AR TET I & g8ct %H IT 87 §a7 &d o | @0FE0e (1671) F A=T
FTRET & 10,000 EfTRT T 30,000 ITAT FT ELTRT AZTH ST a9 |

8. T FTeT A (e Fara &t faahre 9 g ?
I [E AE & THAT A7 T 5997 & G297 H AEH ; IcISA & A0 &
AT o e Wiereror feam % ST aRTgT A RIS (1675) F AT F e fHy
T H\TAAT (1699) 94T ; 915 H WiSq (67 o (9 argTsT 4147 |

9. §ST FT 4T AT FT ITFTT T 2
3T HIATST 6 T o SATAT ST Heel TCAT (AT HITATT -G I ; ST [ aFeh o
ST (T 99T 3 el o, € & T 9T T&1 - TS a{T A 797 |

CRrCEhe o s p- g B - - A
1. 1192 ¥ frgaT ETC & goaqaa g+ 2 (1)
I : AN A8 |
2. JUTd G& /e ffge I99mET 2 (1)
I TEEaT TUH (T97 7) |
3. fasrg=re & ®TaET fREe & 2 (1)
3 §NET AT gFa |
4. f&T g5 (1565) 7 fasm=nr o e f/ar 2 (1)
3T ATARIET & T5 |
5. TG Fl ATCHRYT AT 17 Fqrr | (1)
I : AT |
6. ATET-T-AHIL [hae for@T 2 (1)
39X : ATA FoleA |
7. GUIETE H ARTAT @7 Aged fwd (AT 2 (1)
3T AT TTHHA |
8. |TAAT &l SITIAT foha= &r 2 (1)
39T 7% Mg 47 (1699) |
9. AR & (AT Y AT IS FT G oror fowesr fFam 2 (1)

IO S T |
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10. AT F faq AT ar F@T FEAT T2 (1)
I A |

ey -3¢ 0

1. faoeiT goqea & TS qd AT T T 201 (3)
I I I A I [T ; TIRIT A H F &1 o™ F Taad! &l geth? adr
& SHT ITHA FIAT A1 AT | T, A7 o€ § ATIL-RIT arted 510 dqL & 8T
AT &= fagial § 77 M=t

2. FEEUT & TTT forr | (3)
I : I GTHTST TRTHT I G T [far, Teha-aoi-aas &iadr dl q0er
fe=T, s FaHTeas =T A faeafa 7 fager Afer &r o= k)

3. THIT M IATHT Fl JTfHE AHqAT il AT HU | (3)
ITAC: AFHIL A SGAAT T A -HL 81T AL AR -T-FHed ATATS 3 I A ST AT
AT TRY-FT R AT, AT-SEATHT AT TITE i 3T J T qrs+ & A9 {0

4. FETIVT WATT F JATAT &7 Tfaore w4 fw/ar ? (3)
3T : I JITA AAT Aol AT, Foardrer (1576) H AT, [he a9 aeit §
AIAT & 992 § ST g FTET |

5. Goded il S@dT YuTet aqrar | (3)
I TFAENL @l HL-AGAT 8 &7 (ST AT o ; @ & q1& AT @A H AT A7
AT FATAT IT | 95 FUIT Aal o, 5689 Fsera 2= gomas &+ |

qre-e U7 - 5 &

1. GAETA R 1387 | 1787 Tarsar A WA &7 AS[1qH AT T F9 92T | (5)
I : oot goaea (T a97) 7 ATITAT & 9 397 Ia % STE [T ; 79T
TAT, B1EE, #Hars ot = fawre foa | sfaror 7 fasm=me (1336) i gt 7
TEAT/GFh-1T Hoa-d IHL | 1L T T Sid (1526) § IS AT a7 (9
HARAL T FETAT AT AN TG AR ®eATHT ; TSTIAT, AR, [EET, ST,
SAATAET AT A2 H A0S - Ffaere f@Aar i 1707 & 918 911 92T |

2. 59 FTA Hl I TET 3T AN & T =T Iaqre | (5)
ITC: HIT M AT AT ITST &l I Ti=aT (FHT 3T 9T o, fa=ms
(BITHT T8E) ST T, 75, FITH STET Tl o | T, TR -7 A7 fareT died -
e s AIATRE, GO, AT TH, EIAT & (AT =TT & AT o7 | §=, Sforat
AT AT -3 AHATSIT T HATIN & G (@47 | 1737 9&5 & AT H A= &9 3 59,
Y A7e? g+, fe I e v wifa & = |
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