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Chapter Review

* When many people live together, dicagreements and disorder can arise, co
rules are needed for order and harmony — at home, cchool, on roads and
at work. Governance i¢ the procecs of taking decicions, organicing cociely
with rules and ensuring they are followed. The group or cystem that makes
and enforces rules ic the government; the more important rulec are lawe.
Citizene also have a cay in changing laws and rules.

o Government has three organg: the legislature [mméec, updates or removes
laws = an acsembly of representatives), the executive (implemente lawe —
head of state, ministers, agenciec like the police) and the judiciary (courte
that decide whether the law ic broken and the punichment; cometimes it
also checks executtive decicions and laws). They must be ceparate but work
together — ‘ceparation of powere’ — giving checks and balances. The
eybercrime example chowe how the three organc work together.

o Government worke at three levele in India: local State and Central
(Union). Each deals with different matters; e.9. n a flood, local
authorities, then the State, then the Centre help according to ceverity. At
the Centre the legiclature ic Parliament (L ok Sabha and Rajya Sabha),
the executive i¢ led by the President (nominal head) with the Prime
Minister ac real executive head, and the judiciary ic headed by the Supreme
Court. In a State, the legiclature ic the [fidhan Sabha, the executive ic led
by the Governor (nominal) and the Chief Minister, and the Judiciary i€ the
High Court.

o Democracy comes from Greek démos [,beap/e/ and kratoc (rule/power): rule
of the people. Since all people cannot rule directly, they elect
reprecentatives (M(Ac in States, MPc in Parliament). Tndia ic a
reprecentative democracy and the world'c largest, with come 720 million

votere in 2024; all citizens above 18 can vote. Direct democracy ic where
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everyone's opinion ic taken directly [e.g. clace voting for a picnic ,b/ace}.
Grascroots democracy enables ordinary citizens to participate and have a

cay in decicions affecting them.

Detailed Notes

Introduction — why rules?

Jeacher cays: humang have lived in communities for a long time. [/hen
many people live together, there can be dicagreements and disorder, co
rules are necescary for order and harmony. Examples: rules at home,
cchool rules for etudents and teachers, exam rules, traffic rules, workplace
rules (employers too must follow rules promiced to employees). TF nobody
Followed rules, cociety could not Function.

Governance: the process of taking decicions, organicing the cociety’c life
with cetc of rules, and ensuring they are followed. Government: the group
of individuale or the cyctem that makes the rules and ensures that they
are followed. Laws: the more important rules. Rules are ot fixed forever —
like ctudents acking the cchool to change & rule, citizens have & cay in
laws.

Government'e role in daily life: ten pictures chow categories cuch ac
education, health, police, roads and trancport, electricity, water, postal
cervice and defence [m«rwek From your textbook ,b/c?‘ake]. The government
ploaye a role in all of them — €.9. running cchoole and hospitals, maintaining

roads, cupplying water and electricity, keeping law and order.

Three organs of government

Example: digital technology changed cociety. About 30 years ago people
queved at the Poct Office to cend a money order or at & bank to get a
demand draft; today money ic cent instantly by digital means. But it
created cybercriminale who cteal money without leaving their deske.
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Governments passed new laws against cybercrime; come criminale were
arrested, convicted in court, fined and jailed.

o Legislature: makes new laws (legislatec), and cometimes updates or removee
existing laws; an assembly of reprecentativec of the people. Executive:
implemente (executec) lawe — includes the head of otate [prec:‘denz‘, prime
minister or chief minicter), the ministere and agenciec enforcing law and
order (in the example, the cyber police). Judiciary: the eyctem of courte
that decidec whether comeone hag broken the law and what action,
including punishment, chould follow; it also cometimes examines whether an
executive decision is right or & law ic fair to all.

o In the cybercrime example: legislature — passed new cyber laws; execvtive -
eyber police investigated and arrested; judiciary — court tried, convicted
and puniched.

« Separation of powers: in a good cystem the three organs are kept ceparate
though they interact and cooperate. This gives checks and balances —
each organ can check the othere and rectore balance if one goes beyond
its role. TF all three were controlled by the came group, there would be

misuse of power and injustice, with no one to check it.

Three fevels of government

© Any government worke at least at local and national levels; in India and
many countries at three tiers: local, State (regfona/) and national.
Comparicon: if a bulb does not light, you check the bulb/cwiteh/Fuse, then
call an electrician, then complain to the Electricity Board - three levele of
dealing with a problem.

+ In India: local governments (town or village), State governments and the
Central or Union government. Example: heavy rain flosds part of a

district. Small flood = local authorities handle it; many towns and villages
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affected — the State sends reccue teams; massive flood over vast areas —
the Central Government also helps with relief cupplies and the army.

« Mottos: Government of India — Satyameva Jayate (Truth alome triumphe’).
Supreme Court — Yato Dharmactato Jayah (Where there ic dharma, there
e v/cfargy.

o Summary table (national and State): (egiclature — national: two houses,
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha, formulate national laws; State: one State
Accembly or idhan Sabha (most States have one accembly, a few have
two). Executive — Central- led by the President of India (nominal head and
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces), Prime Minister ac executive
head; State: Governor (nominal head), Chief Minister ac executive head.
Judiciary - national: ga,breme Court of India; State: High Court.

o Functions: Central government — defence, foreign affairs, atomic energy,
communications, currency, interctate commerce, education, national
policieg. Ctate government — police, law and order, adapting and
implementing Central laws, public health, education, agriculture, irrigation,
local government. House' = an acsembly where laws are discusced or
passed. Nominal' = in name only: the President and Governor are not the
actual execvtive heads; they have certain powers in cpecial circumstances
but normally do not interfere in the work of the Central or State
government. Detaile will be ctudied in Grade 7.

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam

o Born in a humble family in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu, in 1731. Renowned
ceientict nicknamed Miccile Man of India’ for his role in India'e cpace
programme, missile programme and nuclear capabilities. 11th President of
India, 2002-2007. [He ctayed connected with people, especially youth,
through his passion for education and innovation; he chowed that even

though the President’e position ic nominal, one can play an important role.
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o Hic thoughte: dream big and work hard; FAIL means Firet Attempt In
Learning; END’ meanc Efort Never Diec; NO' means Next Opportunity;
cuccecs needs a great aim, knowledge, hard work and perseverance; dream

ic what does not let you cleep.

Democracy

o Democracy’ comes from Greek démos = people and kratoe = rule or power,
co literally ‘rule of the people’. It ic a foundation of governance in most
countries.

« All people cannot rule directly = e.9. a clase with a problem does not all go
to the principal; a clase monitor or reprecentative elected by the clace
goec. Similarly pesple elect reprecentatives through elections: MIAs
(Membere of Legislative Acsembly) at State level and MPe Membere of
Parliament) at national level. They diccucs laws and problems in
acsemblies, and through dialogue and debate try to convince each other.

o India ic & reprecentative democracy and the worlde largect democracy,
with come 920 million votere in 2029. In principle all citizens above 18
have the right to vote.

o Direct democracy: every percon’s opinion ic taken directly, e.9. a clace
voting by raising hande for picnic place A or B — the option with more
votes wins. Representative democracy: people elect reprecentatives who
decide on their behalf.

o Grascroote democracy: a cystem that enablee and encovrages
participation of ordinary citizens — the base of the pyramid of the three
levele = co citizens have a cay in decicions that affect them. More will be

learnt in the next two chapters.
Key Terme

Governance — Taking decisions, making rulec and ensuring they are followed.
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Government — The group or cystem that makes and enforces rules.

(Law = An important rule.

Legislature — Organ that makes laws.

Executive — Organ that implemente laws.

Judiciary — System of courte that decides if law i broken.

Separation of powers — Keeping the three organc ceparate but cooperating.
Checke and balances — Each organ can check the others.

Tier / level - Local, State and Central levele of government.

Nominal - In name only.

Houce — An accembly where [awe are discucsed or passed.

Demacmcy — Rule of the people (démos + kratog).

MLA - Member of Legislative Accembly (State level).

MP - Member of Parliament (national level).

Representative democracy — People elect reprecentatives to rule on their
behalf.

Direct democracy — Everyone’s opinion ic taken directly.

Grassroots democracy - Participation of ordinary citizens in decicions.

Cybercrime — Crime committed through digital means.

Diagrame [ Flowcharte
Three Organs of Government
Government
I

| | |
Legislature Executive Judiciary

| | |
Makes laws Implements lawe Interprete lawe

Parliament [/ idhan President, PM, Goverwnor, Supreme Court, High Court
Sabha CM, police
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Three (evels in a Flood
(ocal authoritiee handle small flood
!

Ctate cends resccue teams

!

Centre cends army and relief

Centre vse State

Point Central State
Legislature Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha Vidhan Sabha
Nominal head President Governor
Executive head Prime Minicter Chief Minicter
Judiciary Supreme Court High Court
Examples of Defence, foreign affairs, Police, health, agriculture,
cubjects currency irrigation

Direct ve ,Qe,bkereutative Demacmcy

irect Representative
« Everyone votec dirvectly * People elect representatives
+ Class picnic vote ML Ae and MPe
\ * Works for small groups \ * Works for large countriee

Jextbook Exercise Questions
Q.1 Tect yourself Q1. What ic the meaning of democracy? Difference between

direct and reprecentative democracy?

Ans. Democracy means rule of the people (demos = people, kratos = rule). In a
direct democracy every person’s opinion ic taken directly on a decicion

(like a clace voting for a picnic place). In a reprecentative democracy
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people elect reprecentatives (ML As, MP<) who discucs and take decicions
for them; India ic the worldc [argect reprecentative democracy.

Q-2 Recall the three organe of government and their roles.
Ans. (egfr/ature makes (m«d a,bdafec/ removec) laws; executive implemente lawe
and maintaine low and order; judiciary (courte) decidec whether the law

ic broken and the punichment, and checks if decicions and laws are fair.

@.3 Why do we need three tierc of governmeht?

Ans. Different problems occur at different ccales, co each tier deale with
matters it handles best: local — local needs; State — regional matters [ike
police, health, agriculture; Centre = national matfers like defence,
eurrency and Forel‘gh affairs. IF a /broé/em 1¢ too /arye, the next tier
helps (e.9. Aloods). Tt also brings government closer to people and chares
responsibility.

Q-4 Project: COVID-19 lockdown — actions, tiers and organc.

Ans. Sample: Actions — lockdown, closing cchools, travel restrictions, maske,
tecting, hospitale and quarantine centres, food and ration distribution,
vaccination. [iers — Central government annovnced national policiec and
vaccines; State governments enforced vrulec and ran health cervices;
local bodies [mum‘ci,ba/ff/‘eg; pan cAaym‘c) caniticed areas and distribuvted
cupplies. Organe — legislature/qovernment passed yulec and Funds;
executive implemented them and police enforced; judiciary heard petitions

about rights and reliet. (Write from your memory; this ic a discussion

project.)

Q.5 Let's Explore: explain the three organe in the cybercriminal cage.
Ans. (egislature made new laws against cybercrime; the executive (cyber

/bo/fce } 7 vect/‘gafea/ and arrested the criminals; the judicim’y [coar?‘ ]
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tried them, convicted and gave fine and jall.

Q.6 Let'c Explore: disorder if all three organc were under the came group.

Ans. That group could make unfair laws, enforce them as it wiched and
punich opponents with nobody to check it = leading to misuse of power
and infustice. Real examples: dictatorchipe or absolvte monarchies, which

ctudents may know from history.

Q.7 Let'c Explore: Fig. 10.1 pictures and school rules.

Ans. The pictures contrast orderly cituation (rules followed) with disorder;
chowe rulec create order. Sehool rules examples: wear uniform, be on
time, no mobile phone; made by the cchool management and teachers,

cometimes with ctudent cuggections.

Q.8 Let's Explore: ten pictures of public cervices and the governments role.

Ans. Categories like education, health, police and cafely, trancport, electricity,
water cupply, postal cervices, defence, canitation. The government builde
and runs or requlates them. Other daily areas: food cupply (ration),

roads, pollution control, postal and banking rules.

Q.9 Let'e Explore: functions in Fig. 10.5 affecting your life and talking to
adulte.
Ans. Highlight education, public health, police and local government; adultc
may men fion ration carde, pax,barfc, voting, echool admiscions, taxes,

hospital cervices — at local, State and Central levele.

Important Quections (1/ 3/ 5 marke) with Answers

Q.7 [7 mark] What ic 9overnance?

Ans. The procecs of taking decicions, making rules and ensuring they are
Followed.
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Q.2 [1 mark] Name the three organc of government.

Ans. (egislature, execvtive and Judiciary.

Q.3 [1 mark] What ic the motts of the Government of India?
Ans. §'atyameva Jayate — Truth alone triumphs.

Q4q/1 mark] What does the word democracy’ mean?
Ans. Rule of the people.

Q.5 [3 marke] Differentiate between government and governance.
Ans. Governance is the procece of decicion-making, organicing cociety by rules
and ensuring they are followed. Government is the group or cystem that

makes the rules and ensurec they are followed.

Q6 /3 marke] What ic ceparation of powere? Why ic it needed 7
Ans. The three organs are kept ceparate though they interact. It provides
checks and balances: each organ can check the othere and rectore

balance if one exceeds ite role, preventing misuse of power.

Q.7 [3 marke] Who are the nominal heads at the Centre and State? Why
nominal?
Ans. President of India and Governor of a State. Nominal means in name
only: they have come powers in cpecial circumstances but normally do not
interfere; the Prime Minister and ChieF Minister are the actual

execvtive heade.

Q.8 [5 marks] Explain the three organc of government with the example of
cybercrime.
Ans. Legislature: makes laws — pascee new laws against cybercrime.
Executive: implemente laws — cyber police investigate and arrest.

Judiciary: courte decide guilt and punishment — fine and jail.
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They work ceparately but together, giving checks and balonces.

Q.9 [5 marks] Explain the three levele of government in India with an
example.
Ans. Local, State and Central (Union) governments, each handling different
matters.
Example: floods — emall food handled by local authorities; many towne
and villages — State cends reccue teams; vast areas - Centre cends
army and relief.
Central cubjects include defence and currency; State cubjects include
police, health, agriculture.

This divicion makes government effective and close to people.

Q.10 [5 marke] What ic a reprecentative democracy? Why ic India called the
world'e largect democracy?

Ans. People cannot all rule directly, co they elect reprecentativee (MLAe and
MPe) who discucs laws and take decicions through debate.
India ic a reprecentative democracy with come 970 million voterg in
2029; all eitizens above 18 can vote.
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